19" Sunday after Pentecost

Season of Creation 5

honoring St. Francis & St. Clare
October 4, 2026 Rite II, 10:30am

Living Water

Season of Creation 2026

St. Thomas Episcopal Church

231 Sunset Ave. Sunnyvale, CA 94086
408-736-4155 www.stthomas-svale.org



http://www.stthomas-svale.org/

19" Sunday after Pentecost

Year A Proper 22, track 2

Holy Eucharist Rite Il, 10:30am

October 4, 2026

Welcome

St. Thomas' Parish is a reconciling, aftfirming, and mclusive
Christian community striving through worship, love, and service
to welcome all people just as God created them. No matter
where you are on your journey of faith, and whether you are
single, married, divorced, separated, or partnered, our welcome
knows no boundaries of age, race, ethnicity, culture, gender
1dentity and gender expression, sexual orientation, economic

condition, physical, or mental ability.
God delights in the diversity of creation, and so do we!

Famihes with Children
1 here 1s a comfortable sitting area 1n the back of the sanctuary
with toys and books for children.

P

Prelude

Opening Hymn Lift Every Voice And Sing #141
see next page

Shall We Gather At the River
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1 Shall we gath-er at the riv - er, Where bright an-gel feet have trod;_

2 On the mar-gin ofthe riv-er, Wash-ing upits sil-ver spray,
3 Ere wereachtheshin-ingriv-er, Lay we ev-ry bur-den down,
4 Soon we’ll reach the shin-ing riv - er, Soon our pil-grim-age will cease;_
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1 With its cry-stal tide for- ev- er Flow-ing bythe throneof  God.
2  We will walk and wor-ship ev - er, All the hap-py_gold-en_  day.

3 Grace our spi -rits will de = liv - er, And pro-vide a_ robe and_ crown.

4 Soon our hap-py hearts will quiv-er With the mel-o- dy of_ -peace.
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Gath-er with the saints  at the riv — er That flows by the throne of  God.
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Words: Robert Lowry (1826-1899)
Music: Robert Towrv
Opening Acclamation
Celebrant: This 1s the day the Creator has made.
People: Let us rejoice and be glad in it. Amen.
Gloria Enriching Our Music 1 #078
Canticle D
Odd verses - PN
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1. The wilderness and the dry land / shall be glad,
the desert shall re / joice and blossom;

Even verses
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2. It shall blos / som abun-daﬁy,

and rejoice / with joy and Singmg.
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3. They shall see the glory / of the Lord,
the majes / ty of our God.
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4. Strengthen the / weary hands,
and make firm / the feeble knees.
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5. Say to the anxious, “Be strong, / do not fear!
Here 1s your God, coming with judgment / to save you.”
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6. Then shall the eyes of the / blind be opened,
and the ears of the / deaf be unstopped.
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7. Then shall the lame leap / like a deer,

and the tongue of the speech / less sing for joy.

continued next page
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8. For waters shall break forth / in the wil-derness
. mr
and / streams 1n the desert;
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9. The burning sand / shall become ra_'p'::n:ml
and the thirsty ground, / springs of water.
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10. The ransomed of God shall re / turn with singing,
with everlasting joy / upon their heads.
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11. Joy and gladness / shall be theirs,
and sorrow and sighing / shall flee away.

Setting: Monte Mason, © 2002 Monte Mason.
Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Creation Collect of the Day

Celebrant:  God be with you.
People: And also with you.



Celebrant: Let us pray.

Most present, loving, good Creator, grant your people
grace to renounce gladly the vanities of the human
world; that, following the way of blessed Francis, and
blessed Clare, we may delight in shared life with your
whole Creation in perfectness of joy; through Jesus the
Wisdom of Creation, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

Amen.

First Lesson Job 39:1-18

"Do you know when the mountain goats give birth?

Do you observe the calving of the deer?

Can you number the months that they fulfil,

and do you know the time when they give birth,

when they crouch to give birth to their offspring,

and are delivered of their young?

Their young ones become strong, they grow up in the open;
they go forth, and do not return to them.

"Who has let the wild ass go free?

Who has loosed the bonds of the swift ass,

to which I have given the steppe for its home,
the salt land for its dwelling-place?

It scorns the tumult of the city;

it does not hear the shouts of the driver.

It ranges the mountains as its pasture,

and it searches after every green thing.

"Is the wild ox willing to serve you?
Will it spend the night at your crib?

7



Can you tie it in the furrow with ropes,

or will it harrow the valleys after you?

Will you depend on it because its strength 1s great,
and will you hand over your labor to 1t?

Do you have faith in it that 1t will return,

and bring your grain to your threshing-floor?

"The ostrich’s wings flap wildly,

though its pinions lack plumage.

For it leaves its eggs to the earth,

and lets them be warmed on the ground,

forgetting that a foot may crush them,

and that a wild animal may trample them.

It deals cruelly with its young, as if they were not its own;
though its labor should be in vain, yet i1t has no fear;
because God has made it forget wisdom,

and given it no share in understanding.

When it spreads its plumes aloft,

it laughs at the horse and its rider."

Lector: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 121 Inclusive Language Version
1he congregation may join the choir mn singing the refrain.
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My help comes from the Lord, the mak-er of heav'n and earth.



I 1ift up my eyes to the hills; *
from where 1s my help to come?

My help comes from the Lord, *
the maker of heaven and earth.  Refrain
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My help comes from the Lord, the mak-er of heav'n and earth.

The Lord will not let your foot be moved *
and the One who watches over you will not fall asleep.

Behold, the One who keeps watch over Israel *
shall neither slumber nor sleep; Refrain

p Refram
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My help comes from the Lord, the mak-er of heav'n and earth.

It 1s the Lord who watches over you; *
the Lord is your shade at your right hand,

So that the sun shall not strike you by day, *

nor the moon by night. Refrain
p Refram
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My help comes from the Lord, the mak-er of heav'n and earth.
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The Lord shall preserve you from all evil; *
the Lord shall keep you safe.

The Lord shall watch over your going out and your coming in, *
from this time forth for evermore. Refrain
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My help comes from the Lord, the mak-er of heav'n and earth.

Second Reading

A Reading of “Seeds of life and hope” from Ladder to the Light,
by Steven Charleston

The Rt. Rev. Steven Charleston (b. 1949) 1s a Native American
elder, a citizen of the Choctaw Nation, an author, and a retired
bishop m the Episcopal Church. He 1s widely recognized as a
leading proponent for justice 1ssues and for spiritual renewal in the
church in both the United States and Canada. Among other roles,
he has served as the national staft officer for Native American
mumstries, the Bishop of Alaska, and the Dean of the Episcopal
Divinity School.

[ have a small vision to share, one that came to me through the
night walks we call dreams. In my dream, I saw a shadowy figure
standing high on a darkened hill, throwing seeds into the wind. Once
the seeds left the figure’s hand, they turned to tiny points of light and
were carried away into the sky. That’s all I remember, but it i1s enough.
You and I stand on a windswept moment 1n history. All around is us 1s

a gathering darkness. But we are not afraid because we have seeds of
10



life and hope in our pockets. Our task is to cast them as far and wide
as we can. The breath of the Spirit will do the rest.

Lector: Here ends the reading.

Gradual Hymn Gather #524
Make Me A Channel of Your Peace
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1. Makeme a chan-nel of your peace, Where
2. Makeme a chan-nel of vour peace, Where
4. Makeme a chan-nel of vour peace, It
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there is ha-tred, let me bring vour love. Where
there’s des-pair in life, let me bring hope. Where
is in par-don -ing that we are par-doned, in
1A 3
': 2 ‘ :. c = ‘
€ T S r e
there is in- ju- ry, vour par-don Lord, And
there is dark-ness, on-ly light, And
giv -ing of our - selves that we re - ceive, and in
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where there’s doubt true faith in VOu.
where there’s sad-ness, ev - er jov.

dv - ing

that we’re born to e-ter-nal life.
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Verse 3
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3. Oh, Mas-ter, grant that I may ne-ver seek so0 much to be con-
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stand, to be loved as to love with all my soul.
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Text: Prayer of St. Francis; adapt. by Sebastian Temple, b. 1928, ©1967, 1975, 1980, Franciscan Communications
Tune: Sebastian Temple, b. 1928, © 1967, 1975, 1980, Franciscan Communications; acc. by Diana Kodaer, b. 1957, © 1993, GIA Publications, Inc.
Dedicated to Mrs. Frances Tracy. Reprinted with permission.

The Gospel Luke 12:13-21

Gospeller:  The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ,
according to Luke.
People: Glory be to thee, O Christ.

Someone in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, tell my brother to
divide the family inheritance with me.” But he said to him, “Friend,
who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?” And he said to them,
“Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life
does not consist in the abundance of possessions.”” Then he told them a
parable: “The land of a rich man produced abundantly. And he thought
to himself, “What should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?’
Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build
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larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. And I
will say to my soul, ‘Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many
years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.” But God said to him, *You fool!
This very night your life is being demanded of you. And the things
you have prepared, whose will they be?’ So it 1s with those who store
up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God.”

Gospeller:  The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon

Meditation and Silence

*

Profession of Faith spoken 1 unison South Indian
We believe in God, who creates all things,
who embraces all things, who celebrates all things,
who is present in every part of the fabric of creation.
We believe in God as the source of all life,
who baptizes this planet with living water.
We believe in Jesus Christ, the suffering one, the poor one,
the malnourished one, the climate refugee,
who loves and cares for this world
and who suffers with it.
And we believe in Jesus Christ, the seed of life,
who came to reconcile and renew this world
and everything in it.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the breath of God,
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who moves with God
and who moves among and with us today.

We believe in everlasting life in God.
And we believe 1n the hope that one day

God will put an end to death and all destructive forces.

The Prayers of the People Creationtide Form?

Leader:

People:

Leader:

People:

Leader:

Eternal God:

We thank you for the beauty of the World:

for the teeming life of the seas,

Grant us grace to treat Creation with respect and care;
to protect endangered species,

to preserve the variety of habitats,

and to honor the delicate balance of nature.

God of life:
hear our prayer.

We thank you for the wealth

of blessings from land and sea;

for the power of wind, and the warmth of sun.

We pray for the nations of the earth,

give us the will to cherish this planet

and to use its resources sustainably for the welfare of all.

God of justice:
hear our prayer.

We pray for the faithful witness of the Church,
called to reconcile and heal:

: Adapted heavily by Nina Ranadive Pooley from a form in Common Worship: Times and Seasons.
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People:

Leader:

People:

Leader:

People:

For this parish and [our clergy ].

God of grace:
hear our prayer.

We pray for the human family.

We exult in our diversity and giftedness,

we repent of our sins, divisions and violence.

By the power of your Spirit, restore your image within us.
As every human being is known and loved by you,

may we care for one another with love and respect.

We pray for those you have commended to our care:
[those on our prayer list ]:

God of compassion:
hear our prayer.

We pray for those who have died [especially ],
whom we entrust to your eternal love;
may we support and comfort those who mourn.

God of peace:
hear our prayer.

The Celebrant concludes with a surtable collect

The Confession

Celebrant: Let us confess our sins against God and God’s Creation.

All: God of compassion, have mercy upon us. Heal our
relationship with all creation. Forgive us for our
mistreatment and neglect of the creatures who share the
earth with us. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent
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for what we have done to harm them, and for what we
have not done to help them.

Fill us with your Spirit, that we may care for one another
and for all creatures, according to your will and in the
fullness of your love; through Jesus Christ our Redeemer.
Amen.

The Absolution

Celebrant:  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your
sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you
in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace

Celebrant: The God of heaven has made a home on earth.
All: Christ dwells among us and is one with us.

Celebrant: The peace of Christ be always with you.
People: And also with you.

1he people and the ministers greet one another.

Birthdays and Anniversaries

Announcements

The Blessing of the Animals from Honoring God in Creation

Celebrant: It is the priestly work of all God’s people to give thanks

for God’s blessings, to ask for and lend assistance to all
16



in need, and to stretch our hands to heal and cherish the
creatures of God; this is our work of blessing.

Recognizing God’s love for these creatures, I invite you
to bring forward the animals entrusted to your care, one
by one, and to join me in the laying on of hands in
prayer.

The animals are presented and are blessed mdividually by name.

Celebrant: Fellow creature, friend and companion: May God your
creator and preserver bless, defend, heal, and keep you,
this day and always. Amen.

1he People are mvited to name aloud
their animals at home or those who have died

Celebrant: Let us pray together.

All: Fellow creatures, friends and companions:
May God your creator and preserver bless and keep
you. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING &5
Offertory sentence

Offertory anthem Donovan Phillip Leitch, arr. Karen Huyser
Brother Sun, Sister Moon
Members of the St. Thomas Choir
Katherine Négele-Lin, director
Benjamin Belew, accompanist
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Celebrant:  All things come of you, O Lord.
People: And of your own have we given you.

Sursum corda Eucharistic Prayer with Creation |

Celebrant: The Creator be with you.
People: And also with you.

Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them to the Creator.

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to our loving God.
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Celebrant: Praise and thanks are yours, our Creating God.
From the dust of the earth you shaped human beings in
your own image, and you filled the earth and seas and
skies with a myriad of wonders. Yet we consistently turn
your generosity into our scarcity, your elegance into our
meanness, and your simplicity into our corruption.
Though we poison and destroy your good Creation, you
continue to offer us your abundance. In your mercy, you
have redeemed us through your Son, Jesus, transforming
death into life.

Through the Spirit you continue to call us into covenant
with you—for the restoration of Creation and the
reconciliation of all people.

And so we give you thanks, rejoicing with all of
Creation, as we join the saints and angels in their
unending hymn:
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Sanctus Hymnal S-114
All:
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Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord God of
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in__the name_ ofthe Lord.Ho - san - na in the_high - est.
Setting: From Missa de Sancta Maria Magdalena, Healey Willan (1880-1968)

Celebrant:

In the night that Jesus was betrayed, he took bread, and gave thanks to
God. He broke the bread, gave it to his friends and said: “Take and eat,
for this 1s my body, given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

He took the wine, and gave thanks to God, Creator. He gave it to his
friends saying: “This 1s my blood of the new covenant, shed for you
and for all creation for the forgiveness of sins. Every time you drink of
the wine, do this in remembrance of me.”

So we proclaim the mystery of faith:

All: Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
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Celebrant:

Merciful God, we come to this table seeking reconciliation: with you,
with one another, and with all creation. Through these mysteries
reconcile us to our world and empower us to restore your Creation and
fulfill your will. Send your life-giving Spirit upon us, and upon this
bread and wine. Stir in us the creative and redeem the destructive.

Heal your stricken world, that the soil, the skies, and the
seas may be filled with your life anew.

Fill every heart with the sure and certain hope that we shall enter into
the fullness of your joy, when your whole Creation is justified by faith
and sanctified by love, and you are all in all. Through Christ and with
Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Spirit, all honor and glory 1s
yours, everlasting God, now and forever.

Celebrant and People: AMEN.

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray

The Lord’s Prayer

Celebrant:  Our Father Mother in heaven
People: You are also at home in the air, soil, forests and
oceans.

Celebrant: Hallowed be your name
People: By the care we take of your Creation

Celebrant:  Your kingdom come
People: All that you see is good

Celebrant:  Your will be done on earth, as it is in Heaven
People: Your will to till and care

Celebrant:  Give us this day our daily bread

People: That all may have enough to live life in fullness
20



Celebrant:

People:

Celebrant:

People:

Celebrant;

People:

Celebrant;

People:

Celebrant:

People:

Celebrant:

People:

Celebrant:

People:

Forgive us our trespasses
Our greed, our exploitation, our lack of concern for
other species and for future generations

As we forgive those who trespass against us
By reconciliation with justice and peace.

Lead us not into temptation
The temptation to equate dominion with exploitation

And deliver us from evil
The evil of destroying your gift of creation

For yours is the kingdom
Yours, Lord, not ours

The power and the glory
In the cross and resurrection

For ever and ever
You are the beginning and you are the end. AMEN.

The Breaking of the Bread

A period of silence is kept.

The Fraction Anthem

Celebrant:

People:

Celebrant:

Creator God, you fed us from the beginning.
Happy are all, called to the Supper of Creation.

The gifts of God for the people of God.

21



The Communion

Everyone is invited to come forward to recerve Communion.
Please come to the rail.

- Wine will be served from the common cup.
(There 1s an alcohol wipe 1 the napkin for the cup. )
- Please do not dip the bread into the wine.
- Full communion may be m one kind: just the bread, or just the wine.
- If you do not wish to recerve communion, you may receive a blessing:
please cross your arms over your chest as a sign that you wish to be

blessed.

- Gluten free bread 1s avarlable upon asking.

Communion Hymn Hymnal #343
Shepherd of Souls
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continued next page
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the rock.

Words: James Montgomery (1771-1854), alt.
Music: St. Agnes, melody John Bacchus Dykes (1823-1876): harm. Richard Proulx (b. 1937),
after John Bacchus Dykes (1823-1876)

Post-Communion Prayer

Celebrant and People:
Create in us a new heart and a new vision, O God,
that the gifts of your Spirit may work in us
and renew the face of the earth.

May we be one with you
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Season of Creation
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so that our work is yours

and your work is ours.

Lead us to transform our lives

to reflect your glory in Creation;

through Jesus Christ our Savior

who is alive with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God now and for ever. Amen.

The Blessing

Celebrant:  Go forth into the world in peace.
Be of good courage.
Hold fast that which 1s good.
Render to no one evil for evil.
Strengthen the fainthearted.
Support the weak.
Help the afflicted.
Show love to everyone.
Love and serve the Lord,
rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit;
and the blessing of almighty God,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always. Amen.

Closing Hymn Lift Every Voice And Sing #201
I've Got Peace Like A River

see next page
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1. Pve got peace like a riv-er, I’ve got peace like a
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1. riv—er, I’ve got peace like riv—er in my
2. foun-tain, I’ve got joy like foun-tain in my
3. o—cean, I’ve got love like an o-cean in my
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1. soul; I’ve got riv—er in my soul.

2. soul; I’ve got foun-tain in my soul.

3. soul; I’ve got 0 — cean in my soul.
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Words: Traditional. Music: Negro Spiritual.
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Dismissal
Tend the earth, care for God’s good Creation; as you have
received freely, so give freely.

Alleluia, Alleluia. Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

Postlude

Serving today

The St. Thomas Altar Guild
Celebrant: The Rev. Barbara Stewart
Preacher: Lou Poulain, Licensed Lay Preacher
Eucharistic Minister: Ann Kopischke
Lectors: Katherine Nagele-Lin, John Pietrzyk
Psalmist: Abby O'Connell
Greeters: Pat Turnbull, Nancy Tucker

Members of the St. Thomas Choir
Katherine Nagele-Lin, music director
Benjamin Belew, accompanist

Tech lead: tha
Zoom Host: Susan Powers
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Today in the Parish

The Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God.

Nametags are appreciated by newcomers and others, too. You are
welcome to write your name on one of the blanks available at the table
at the back of the church OR bring your own from the glove
compartment in your car or wherever you may stash them.

Children’s Ministry Sunday School i1s now monthly on the third
Sunday at 10:30am. Children may also join their parents to worship in
the church.

QED (Queer Episcopal Discussions) Group
Join us for the next Queer Episcopal Discussion (QED) meeting
TODAY shortly after the 10:30am service.

+++
This discussion group usually meets the first Sunday of each
month after the 10:30 service in the St Thomas library. All are
welcome to explore an LGBTQ+ perspective on faith and the
Christian experience in an open and affirming environment. It is our
intention to create a safe, inclusive, Spirit-led sacred space where all
identities are celebrated and beloved. Better understanding leads to a
closer relationship with ourselves, each other and with God. For
questions or to get involved, please talk to Aer or email them
at arikevdw@hotmail.com

27


mailto:arikevdw@hotmail.com

Upcoming & Gontinuing Events

No Centering Prayer on October 6, while Pr. Salying is away
(September 30-October 10.) We will restart on October 13.

In her absence, please see Rev. Barbara with pastoral issues. Campus
issues may be addressed to one of the wardens.

CONCERT - Sudo Choir October 11
Sudo Choir Annual Concert - 1§ ES

IERIEhE SRS

oCT Sunday, October 11
4:00 PM - 5:30 PM

Valley Presbyterian Church
Portola Valley, CA

©

Tickets/Info: https://luma.com/npeldzkc

Funeral Service for Jan Camp will be on Friday, October 16 at
5:30pm at St. Thomas, with reception to follow in the hall.

Funeral Service for Charlie Mendoza A service for Charlie
Mendoza with be held on Sunday, October 18 at 2pm with a
reception to follow in the hall. For virtual attendance, please use this
zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85831976724.

OCTOBER is Stewardship month...
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X Good Room

» 9
- ' . There’s Always Room for One More
h 4

In our household when I was growing up, and it is still
true today, there was always room for one more in our
. home and at our table. It was not uncommon to awaken
and find someone asleep on our sofa — whether an old
friend of the family who just happened by or a family
Questions for acquaintance who was experiencing a challenging time
Reflection: in their life. It could even have been the children of one
of our upstairs neighbors who were experiencing conflict

Sowho's miss] . :
OWHO STIISSIIE in the family. My parents opened our home to our

from your table? , ,
Is there space at schoolmates to keep them from going to a shelter while
your table or do things were resolved with their parents. We shared our
you need to add room and a space at our table to accommodate three

anﬂ'fheil' in response  additional guests. No matter the season there was always
toGod’s EE“E“;S‘W room at the Bennett Inn, there were loaves and fishes,
20l R 2 and there was always plenty good room at our table.

Praying shapes believing and practice not only gets you to Carnegie Hall, it
also makes perfect. ‘You give them something to eat.” Jesus’ words — an
admonition to some an invitation to others — we get to embody in table
fellowship where all are treated equally and all are fed. This way of being, this
way of discipleship, this spirit of generosity and compassion was modeled for
us by our family, in our church, and at our babysitter’s home where no child
was a stranger and tables were set in the eat-in kitchen and railroad length
hallway and Sunday morning we were all given our envelopes with a dollar
enclosed for the collection plate (if we didn’t already have one). There was
always room for one more and enough to share. There was plenty good room.
Even now at our family gatherings we prepare for the unknown guest who
may be invited to share our table.
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A spirit of generosity and abundance finds its root in the beatitudes, in the
story of the walk to Emmaus, in the wedding feast at Cana, and in the
commandment to “love one another as I have loved you.” Jesus made space for
the vulnerable, the marginalized, the poor, and the list could go on ending with
all of us. There was plenty good room at his table. When we respond to God’s
generosity in kind, there will always be enough, there will always be loaves
and fishes, and there will always be plenty good room.

The Rev. Debra Q. Bennett is rector of the Church of our Saviour, Akron
and is past-president of the board of TENS

) {
"’
l':-' Good Room

Birding with Pastor Salying As the finale to the Season of
Creation, come enjoy the shorebirds at the Palo Alto Baylands

on Saturday, October 17 at 10am with Pastor Salying. Please meet at
the duck pond at 2500 Embarcadero Road, Palo Alto 94303. The
walking will be flat, but still be wise about appropriate outdoor gear.
Bring water, a hat, and binoculars. Please bring a bag lunch, if you
want to eat together after the birding. Pr. Salying will also be giving a
quick overview of types of birds you might see on Sunday, October

11, after the services. This will make birding a lot more pleasurable.

The Next Vestry Meeting will be October 20 at 7pm. Members of
the parish may attend. If you need copies of the minutes, you may
request them from the rector.

Coming Soon: Holiday Festival of Gifts November 14-15

We need your help! Please look for the sign-up sheets in the church
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narthex. We would love to have your involvement in this holiday
event.
We have sign-up sheets for the following:

e Donate craft items and items for regifting. Please give your items to
the committee no later than Sunday, October 25. No last-minute
items accepted. We regret that we cannot accept pictures, frames etc.
(they just don’t sell)

e Donate baked goods. See sign-up sheet for instructions.

e Volunteer to help distribute flyers to the surrounding
neighborhoods.

e Volunteer to help set up the Festival on Friday, November 13 at
3:30 pm.

e Volunteer to help clean-up on Sunday, November 15 at 1:00 pm and
set up tables for ODB use on Monday.

Funeral Service for Bob Ridgway will be Saturday, November
21 at 10am. A light reception will follow in the hall.

New Readers No training is needed! We welcome new readers to
our service rota, especially at 10:30am. If you would like to become
part of our rota, reading one of the lessons during worship about once
a month, please speak with Pastor Salying or contact the administrator
at office@stthomas-svale.us. The texts are sent out the week before,
and the scheduling is always flexible and changeable.

Episcopal Relief & Development is actively coordinating with
local partners and the Anglican Communion in the Diocese of
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Venezuela to respond to the catastrophic back-to-back earthquakes
(magnitudes 7.2 and 7.5) that struck near Caracas. The agency is
mobilizing resources to support affected communities and 1s currently
assessing immediate needs. To donate to help, please go to the
website: https://give.episcopalrelief.org/

Speaker Series at St. Mark’s
Beyond the Divide: .
Speaker Series:

A Conversation on W , ,
Belonging Q« /‘ Community, Faith,
A discussion with ;?. and Racial Justice
internationally renowned /ﬂ{\\‘\?‘ CeE e
Prof. John A. Powell L J justice, healing and reconciliation.

October 18, 2026 at 2:00

p.m. with light refreshments to follow at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church,
600 Colorado Ave, Palo Alto

Prof. Powell is a widely published author in the areas of civil rights,
civil liberties, structural racism, housing, poverty, and democracy.
Prof. Powell’s recent book, “The Power of Bridging : how to build a
world where we all belong *, will be available for purchase and
signing at the event.

Peace & Justice ~ Lana Sheridan
Some good news: In my last message, I mentioned a courthouse rally
to oppose the Gilroy ICE facility that took place September 8. That
rally went ahead successfully, and the judge granted a preliminary
injunction to prevent construction of the ICE facility in Gilroy. While
the lawsuit 1s ongoing construction cannot proceed until further notice
by the court. This is a temporary win, but an important one.
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Due to federal cuts, CA trans youth on Medi-Cal may lose access to
gender affirming care on October 13th. Please contact the reps asap, to
ensure that CA approves our own funding to prevent these youth from
a disruption to their vital healthcare. For background, read

this article for more details, see the October Beyond A Doubt
newsletter, or contact Lana Sheridan

MORE TO DO:

See Livable Sunnyvale actions below.

ALSO

No Kings Vote Early event - Saturday, October 17

12 - 2pm - Mountain

View: https://www.mobilize.us/mobilize/event/1021051/

2 -4pm -

Sunnyvale: https://www.mobilize.us/mobilize/event/1038883/
Info about voting early from Indivisible.
Register to vote: https://registertovote.ca.gov/

Beyond the Bridge documentary screening -

Thursday, November 18 5-8pm

Sunnyvale Theatre 550 E. Remington

Tickets $10, click the link above.

Livable Sunnyvale.org

Attend the City Council meeting, Tues, Sept 29, 7pm

Adult Education Teaser: Be on the lookout for a series of bible
studies on the topic of the origins of human violence, led by Lou
Poulain and Pr. Salying. These will probably be once a month, in
person, after the 10:30am service.
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St. Thomas Library
QR code:

You will find new books listed including the Book
Club roster, library hours, topic walls, magazines,
ministry resources and links to the Diocese of El
Camino Real and the Diocese of California

LET

»4/*‘

Let Books Be Poster by Lovels Wise

oxs BE\

Get Ready for

Banned Book Week

The American Library Association [ALA]
and Banned Books Week Coalition have
announced the theme for Banned Books
Week 2026: “Let Books Be. Protect the
Freedom to Read.” Banned Books Week
will take place October 4—10, 2026.

The ALA says: “The struggle against
book bans is too immense to capture in a
single image. This year’s Banned Books
Week campaign features three
illustrations showing how libraries and
access to information enrich our lives.
The artwork embraces joy and creativity
as acts of resilience, reminding our
communities that a handful of people

running organized censorship campaigns should not be allowed to
dictate what the rest of us can read.”
The second of these 3 illustrations is above.

Library Hours The church library will be open on Sundays after the 8
a.m. service, and again after the 10:30 service. Carol or a member of
the Library Committee will be available to answer questions on
Fridays from 10-12; after 12:00 our administrator Anne will be
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available until 4:00 to open the door for you. Call 408-736-4155 for
access, or knock loudly! We request that you remember to wear your
mask.

Thanksgiving and Memorial Donations to Altar Guild

Our altar guild appreciates your support in making our space holy and
beautiful. You can make a donation for fresh flowers on a designated
date or a general donation for supplies, like cmunion wine and bread
and o1l for the candles. You can make this donation online or by
check, with “altar guild” on the memo line. If applicable, please also
include (1) the date for the commemoration and (2) the person or
occasion to be commemorated.

Pledges, Offerings & Donations Your pledges and other
donations may always be mailed to the church office and marked to
the attention of the Treasurer.

When donating by check, please make the check payable to ““St.
Thomas Episcopal Church”.

We encourage you to mail in your pledges and offerings to the church
or use our online donation option, described below.

Online Giving Please look for the “GIVE” option on the main menu
bar on the St. Thomas website. It is located on the upper right side of
the home page. Once you select “GIVE”, you will be taken to a new
page where you may donate through PayPal, using a debit or credit
card. OR, if you prefer, you may go directly to the PayPal site through
the following link:

https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-

xclick&hosted _button_1d=9C43DSTLRQCLU &source=url
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or scan the QR code.

If you choose to give online, please be aware that @ @
St. Thomas does pay a fee for each transaction. bt S E A B g
Also, if you choose to donate securities, please
contact the Treasurer, Jim Cobb, if you need the -::.::.:“:-1;:-- i,
account number and transfer information. It is e
important to notify us when the transaction is @ et
submitted to ensure our prompt attention to your

donation!

As always, we want to say “Thank You!”
Peace, Jim Cobb

St Thomas Stepping Stones Jail Ministry Get proximate to the
pain and you will make the deepest connection. Join the St. Thomas
Stepping Stone Jail ministry and get proximate to those who are in
need of community and love. You can participate by becoming a pen-
pal and/or visiting people 1n jail (requires special training). Naveen
Prasad 1s the liaison to this ministry. Please request their contact
information through the office.

Children’s Ministry Pam Storrer is leading our children’s Sunday
School. Pastor Salying leads our youth ministry. Please contact them
through the church office or the website: www.stthomas-svale.org

Companionship Ministry (formerly known as Senior Ministry)
“To make a connection with those who are unable to attend services on
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a regular basis and to support those who have gone through a
significant event.” Contact Pastor Salying, or Carol Campbell.

Zooming in Men’s Spiritual Growth Group

Yes! Now you can be there in your pajamas (at least), and therefore
sleep a bit longer. But on the other hand we can no longer advertise
coffee + if you arrive a bit early. We are now meeting weekly with a
standard format, alternating between wondering what the scriptures
might be leading us to personally on the 2nd and 4th Saturdays (9-10
AM on your computer), and on the other Saturdays, a check-in and
just for sanity’s sake (starting at 9 AM). Our Zoom meetings are
password protected so you’ll need to connect with Chris Schmidt
(randischris@gmail.com) if you are new to the group. We invite all
men (even those not a part of St. Thomas) to join with us for
fellowship and good discussion.

St. Thomas offers English Language Classes. A class for
Chinese speakers meets most Fridays at 10:00am in the church. (This
class will not meet on Friday, October 16.) A class for Japanese
speakers now meets Wednesdays at 10:00am.

Craft Group The Craft Group continues meeting on the second and
fourth Thursdays of the month from 1:00pm to 3:00pm 1n the library.
The next meetings October 8 and October 22.

Book Club The Book Club meets once a month by Zoom, usually
the last Monday evening of the month, at 7pm. We are an open book
club: All are welcome, whether you have read the book or not. Our
next meeting will take place on Monday, October 26 , when we meet
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to discuss 1984 by George Orwell. This classic novel follows
Winston Smith, a low-ranking worker who secretly despises the all-
seeing Party that dominates every aspect of life in Oceania. As he risks
illicit love and quiet rebellion, his search for truth draws him into a
dangerous web of surveillance and betrayal. Thematically, it centers
on totalitarianism, and repressive regimentation of people and
behaviors.

Please join us—contact Dorothy, the host for June, through our
website: www.stthomas-svale.org/contact for the Zoom link.

Please see website
www. stthomas-svale.orq
for additional week-to-week up-dates.
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Weekly Worship at St. Thomas

Tuesdays, Spm Centering Prayer (Zoom only)
led by Pastor Salying
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89609758620
Dial-in option: 1 669 900 9128
meeting ID# 89609758620
or scan the QR code
Centering Prayer 1s canceled this week
and will resume October 135.

Wednesdays, 12:15pm Noonday Prayer
with Commemoration of Saints led by Pastor Salying
(@) i [e (Zoom only)
fe gl https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86313271549
Dial-1n option: 1 669 900 9128
meeting [D# 86313271549
or scan the QR code

Thursdays, 6:30pm Intercessory Prayer Group on Zoom (only)
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82381715053?pwd=UmN10QXZ4UiNWdWdZb
mZFYK9BdOVwQT09 o meae
Meeting ID: 823 8171 5053  Passcode: 189002 L) B o] U
One tap mobile: i
+16699009128,,82381715053#,,,,*189002# US
(San Jose) L i
or scan the QR code @] Fi i
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Parish Mission Statement

St. Thomas 1s joytully on the way!
We are becoming whom Jesus calls us to be:

a spiritually-centered community dedicated to creating connections
with God, each other, and our neighbors,
so that we might walk together with love
toward justice, compassion, and hope.

Rector: The Rev. Salying Wong.................... pastorsalying@stthomas-svale.us
Adjunct Priest: The Rev. Barbara Stewart..................ccccocevieiincenennenn. barbarastewart00 1 @gmail.com
Treasurer: JIM CobDb....... ..ot e Finance@stthomas-svale.org
Parish Administrator: Anne Buelteman  ............ ... office@stthomas-svale.org
Children’s Ministry Co-ordinator.: Pam Storrer............................. family ministry@stthomas-svale.org
Library and Resource Center Coordinator: Carol Campbell ................ resourcecenter@stthomas-svale.org
Music Director: Katherine Nigele-Lin..........................cceiievieeeieeeneee.onn Katherine@stthomas-svale.us
Newsletter Editor: Anne Buelteman... e O TICE(@STthOmas -svale.org
Accompanist (organ/piano): Benjamln Belew ........................................... mephistoape@gmail.com
Our Daily Bread (ODB) Coordinator: David Barnes.....................408-736-4108, odb@stthomas-svale.org

THE VESTRY OF ST. THOMAS EPISCOPAL CHURCH, SUNNYVALE

Ann Kopischke, Senior Warden 2026 2027 2028

Carol Campbell, Junior Warden Carol Campbell Ann Kopischke Karen Huyser
Naveen Raja Eric Larkin Quique Munoz

Eric Larkin, Clerk Tian Zhu

DELEGATES TO CONVENTION
Mabel Cheng  Stephanie Daugherty = Susan Durham Powers Aer van de Water

St. Thomas website: Www.stthomas-svale.org
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