13th Sunday after Pentecost

August 23, 2026 10:30am Rite Il
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Peter’s Confession - Alexey Pismenny

St. Thomas Episcopal Church

231 Sunset Ave. Sunnyvale, CA 94086
408-736-4155 www.stthomas-svale.org


http://www.stthomas-svale.org

13th Sunday after Pentecost

Year A Proper 16, track 2
August 23, 2026 Holy Eucharist Rite 1l, 10:30am

Welcome

St. Thomas' Parish 1s a reconciling, athrming, and mclusive Christian
commumnity striving through worship, love, and service to welcome all
people just as God created them. No matter where you are on your

journey of faith, and whether you are single, married, divorced,
separated, or partnered, our welcome knows no boundaries of age,
race, ethnicity, culture, gender identity and gender expression, sexual
orientation, economic condition, physical, or mental ability.

God delights n the diversity of creation, and so do we!

Families with Children
There 1s a comfortable sitting area in the back of the sanctuary
with toys and books for children.

B

Prelude

Hymnal #707

See next page

Opening Hymn
Take My Life and Let It Be
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take my mo-ments and my days let them flow in cease - less praise.
take my in - tell - ect, and use ev-ery power as thou shalt choose,
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Take my hands, and let them move

at the im-pulse of thy love;

Take my will and make it thine;
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Greeting

Celebrant:
> o2 O TN P S——

Bless-ed be God: most holy, 'glorious and undivided Trin-i - ty.

E People:
® ‘——6-—

And bless-ed be God’s reign, now and for ev-er. A-men.

Collect for Purity
Celebrant:

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known

. o —e @ -
- ‘ |
and from you no se - crets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our

hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly

love you and worthily magnify your ho - ly Name,
@- = *—S
® o

Through Christ our Lord. A - men.



Gloria Gather #263
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And on earth peace to the peo- ple in whom God i1s well pleased.
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Collect of the Day

Celebrant: God be with you.
People: And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray.

Grant, O merciful God, that your Church, being gathered
together in unity by your Holy Spirit, may show forth
your power among all peoples, to the glory of your
Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

First Lesson Isaiah 51:1-6

Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness,
you that seek the Lord.
Look to the rock from which you were hewn,
and to the quarry from which you were dug.
Look to Abraham your father
and to Sarah who bore you;
for he was but one when I called him,
but I blessed him and made him many.
For the Lord will comfort Zion;
he will comfort all her waste places,
6



and will make her wilderness like Eden,
her desert like the garden of the Lord;

joy and gladness will be found in her,
thanksgiving and the voice of song.

Listen to me, my people,
and give heed to me, my nation;
for a teaching will go out from me,
and my justice for a light to the peoples.
I will bring near my deliverance swiftly,
my salvation has gone out
and my arms will rule the peoples;
the coastlands wait for me,
and for my arm they hope.
Lift up your eyes to the heavens,
and look at the earth beneath;
for the heavens will vanish like smoke,
the earth will wear out like a garment,
and those who live on 1t will die like gnats;
but my salvation will be for ever.

Lector: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the churches.
People: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 138 Inclusive Language Version
read responsively

[ will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole heart; *
before the gods I will sing your praise.

I will bow down toward your holy temple
and praise your Name, *
because of your love and faithfulness;



For you have glorified your Name *
and your word above all things.

When I called, you answered me; *
you increased my strength within me.

All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O Lord, *
when they have heard the words of your mouth.

They will sing of the ways of the Lord, *
that great is the glory of the Lord.

The Lord is high, yet the Lord cares for the lowly; *
and perceives the haughty from afar.

Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; *
you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my
enemies;
your right hand shall save me.

O Lord, you will make good your purpose for me; *
O Lord, your love endures for ever;
do not abandon the works of your hands.

The Epistle Romans 12:1-8

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of
God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable
to God, which 1s your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you
may discern what is the will of God-- what is good and acceptable and
perfect.

For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to
think of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think
with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God
has assigned. For as in one body we have many members, and not all

the members have the same function, so we, who are many, are one
8



body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. We
have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in
proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching;
the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in
diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.

Lector: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the churches.
People: Thanks be to God.

Gradual Hymn Hymnal #522
Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken
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The Gospel Matthew 16:13-20

Gospeller:  The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ,
according to Matthew.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked
his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man 1s?” And they
said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others
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Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you
say that I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son
of the living God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon
son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my
Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will
build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. I
will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you
bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on
carth will be loosed in heaven.” Then he sternly ordered the disciples
not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.

Gospeler: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon
1he sermon 1s followed by a period of silence for meditation.

¥

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.

11



Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People Form IlI

Leader: Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
People: That we all may be one.

Leader: Grant that every member of the Church may truly and
humbly serve you;
People: That your Name may be glorified by all people.

Leader: We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
People: That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and
Sacraments.

12



Leader:

People:

Leader:
People:

Leader:

People:

Leader:
People:

Leader:
People:

Leader:

Celebrant:

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations

of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will 1n all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or
trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.

Give to the departed eternal rest;
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.

1he people may add additional petitions.

1he celebrant adds a concluding collect.

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

The Confession

All:

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,

13



and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Absolution

Celebrant:  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your
sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you
in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace

Celebrant: The peace of Christ be always with you.
People: And also with you.

1he people and the ministers greet one another.

Birthdays and Anniversaries

Announcements

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Offertory sentence

Offertory anthem Malcolm Archer

Prayer of St. Richard of Chichester
Members of the St. Thomas Choir
Katherine Négele-Lin, music director
Benjamin Belew, accompanist

Celebrant: All things come of you, O Lord.
People: And of your own have we given you.
14



Sursum Corda Eucharistic Prayer C
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People:
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Celebrant:  God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy
of glory and praise.
People: Glory to you for ever and ever.

Celebrant: At your command all things came to be: the vast
expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets
in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home.

People: By your will they were created and have their being.

Celebrant: From the primal elements you brought forth the human
race, and blessed us with memory, reason, and skill.
You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned
against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned
against one another.

People: Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.

Celebrant: Again and again, you called us to return. Through
15



prophets and sages you revealed your righteous Law.
And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born
of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way
of freedom and peace.

People: By his blood, he reconciled us.
By his wounds, we are healed.

Celebrant:  And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly
chorus, with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with all
those 1n every generation who have looked to you in
hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their
unending hymn:

Sanctus Hymnal S-114
All:
: '/"’__\‘
) o e
Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord God of
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_in__the name_ ofthe Lord.Ho - san - na in the_high - est.

Setting: From Missa de Sancta Maria Magdalena, Healey Willan (1880-1968)

Celebrant:
And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and
made a new people by water and the Spirit, now bring
before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit
to be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.

16


https://youtu.be/DHjGK0DCptM

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke
the bread, and gave it to his friends, and said, "Take, eat: This is my
Body, which 1s given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, "Drink
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed
for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink
it, do this for the remembrance of me."

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this
sacrifice of thanksgiving,

People: We celebrate his death and resurrection,
as we await the day of his coming.

Celebrant:

Lord God of our Fathers: God of Abraham, Ishmael, Isaac, and Jacob;
Lord God of our Mothers: God of Hagar, Sarah, Rebecca, and Rachel;
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your
hand at work 1n the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption
of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for
pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy
Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may
worthily serve the world in his name.

People: Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.

Celebrant:

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our
great High Priest, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church
gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to generation.

Celebrant and People: AMEN.

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray

17



The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

A period of silence is kept.

The Fraction Anthem

Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Celebrant:  The gifts of God for the people of God.

The Communion

Evervone 1s invited to come forward to recerve Communion.
Please come to the rail.

Wine will be served from the common cup.
(There 1s an alcohol wipe 1 the napkin for the cup.)
« Please do not dip the bread into the wine.

18



« Tull communion may be in one kind: just the bread, or just the wine.
« 1Ifyou do not wish to recerve communion, you may recerve a blessing:
please cross your arms over your chest as a sign that you wish to be

blessed.

e Gluten free bread is available upon asking.

Communion Hymn

0

Voices Found #80
Bread of Life

Refrain

i
|

| )|

e

LEs

0

Bread of life, hope of the world,

3
| |

!

|

-
— .

—

Je-sus Christ, our bro-ther:

0

feed us now, give us life,

[1.-4.

to Verses| | Final |

v

| (>
T D )

1
>

|
—

@

D)

leadus

N Verses
|

to one an- oth- er.

T —

one an-oth- er.

1

]

&

-

o

nd

")

1

|
o

> =

|

o DN

 u

As we pro-claim your death,
The bread we break and share
We eat this liv-ing bread,

Hold us

You are the bread of peace,
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as we re-call vour life,
was scat-tered once as grain:
we drink this sav-ing cup;
in love for all to see:
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continued next page
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Post-Communion Prayer Please stand.
Celebrant and People:

Almighty and everliving God,

we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries

that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.

And now, Father, send us out

to do the work you have given us to do,

to love and serve you

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.
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The Blessing

Closing Hymn

Lift Every Voice And Sing II #98
Praise Him
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Dismissal

Alleluia, alleluia. Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

Postlude

Serving today

The St. Thomas Altar Guild
Celebrant: The Rev. Salying Wong
Preacher: Lou Poulain, Licensed Lay Preacher
Eucharistic Minister: Ann Kopischke
Lectors: Patricia Pietrzyk, Dorothy Furgerson
Greeters: Donna Cobb,

Pat Turnbull, Nancy Tucker

Members of the St. Thomas Choir
Katherine Nagele-Lin, music director
Benjamin Belew, accompanist

Tech lead: Andrew Yeh
Zoom Host: Aer van de Water

Introductions to Lectionary readings from sundaysandseasons.com
13th Sunday after Pentecost Year A Proper 16 track 2

Isaiah 51:1-6

From Second Isaiah comes a poem that assures the sorrowing people
of Israel of divine blessings. The Israelite tradition—identified with
Abraham and Sarah—is likened to a rock quarry, and the future of
the post-exilic community to a garden. Thus God will make the
future to flower, growing forth from the foundation provided by the
past.

Romans 12:1-8

Paul encouraged the church in Rome to live on earth as a people

transformed by their communal life as the body of Christ. Animal
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sacrifices have been replaced with lives dedicated to God. Individuals
are now one body. Paul’s description of the primitive community i1s
nonhierarchical: “the leader” is not first, but one of many members,
each contributing a necessary ministry.

Matthew 16:13-20

Matthew 13:54—17:27 are stories that relate to the formation of the
Christian church, in the center of which is Peter’s affirmation of Jesus
as the Messiah, the Son of God. Messiah is a Jewish title referring to
God’s anointed king, who 1n Israelite tradition 1s also called Son of
God, which becomes the more significant Christian title for Jesus.
The evangelist credits Jesus himself both with establishing the church,
an assembly of believers on earth, and with authorizing Peter as its
leader, thus claiming divine sanction for the specific community that
had been led by Peter, who by the time of the evangelist’s writing had
been martyred.

Today In the Parish

The Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God by Rita Welsh in
memory of her mother, May Wong.

Nametags are appreciated by newcomers and others, too. You are
welcome to write your name on one of the blanks available at the table
at the back of the church OR bring your own from the glove
compartment in your car or wherever you may stash them.

Celebration: Patricia Pietrzyk

Please join us TODAY following 10:30am worship, as we celebrate
the ministry and gifts of Patricia Pietrzyk. Patricia has contributed
beauty and depth to our liturgy over many years, which we will

celebrate at the 10:30 service and follow with a party in Cowans Hall.
24
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South Bay Interfaith Climate Justice Summit

TODAY 12:30-5:30 PM

First Unitaritan Church 160 North 3rd St, San Jose, CA 95112

An afternoon of faith leadership and advocacy training, relationship-
building, and opportunities to take action together for climate justice
and the common good. Together, we'll explore how our shared values
can become a stronger moral voice for protecting our communities,
advancing climate justice, and building the relationships and
leadership needed to create lasting change.

Open to members of all faith traditions—and anyone inspired by faith-
based values. Additional details and RSVP: HERE

Sponsored by GreenFaith, a grassroots, multi-faith, international
climate justice organization. We campaign against new fossil fuel
projects, in support of fast and faith renewable energy development,
and for loss and damage commitments from historic polluters.

Upncoming & continuing Events

The Parish Administrator is away this week. She returns to work
(remotely) on Wednesday September 2. Emails may be checked
intermittently this week. Thank you for your patience.

Livable Sunnyvale Social mixer at Moods Wine Bar & Bistro
Wednesday, August 26 at 6:30pm

QED: Silicon Valley Pride Interfaith Booth

We are now seeking volunteers for Silicon Valley Pride in SJ either the
evening of August 29 (Sat) or August 30 (Sun) for the Interfaith
Booth or to be involved in the Episcopal group in the parade.

The interfaith booth volunteer signup link has now been shared, so
here it 1s:
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https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B094FABAB2FA 1F49-
65020968-silicon

Also scheduled:

Thursday August 20 all-hands meeting for whoever helps organize
Tuesday August 25 day-of volunteer orientation

From Aer van de Water:

I've signed up for Saturday evening, to go there after [Jamie &
Wesley’s] wedding. I'll be walking in the parade with the Q-Corner
delegation and hosting an adjacent Asexuality SF meetup Sunday.

For questions or to get involved, please talk to Aer or email them at
arikevdw(@hotmail.com

You are invited: A wedding

Jamie and Wesley would like to invite the church to our wedding! All
are welcome to both the ceremony and reception. No RSVP needed
for the ceremony:

Saturday, August 29, 2026:

Wedding at St. Thomas: Doors open at 10am, ceremony at 10:30am.
(Reception at Campbell Community Center - reception RSVP
deadline has passed.)

Sunday, August 30, 2026: There will be a brief marriage blessing for
Jamie and Wesley on Sunday, August 30, at the 10:30am service.
After the service, we will provide light snacks and celebrate together
at coffee hour!

Season of Creation is Coming! For the last
three years, we’ve stepped away from Ordinary
Time to use the Episcopal liturgy for the care of
God’s creation. We do so again this year. The
Season of Creation will be from the first Sunday in
September to the first Sunday in October (St.

Francis/Clare Sunday). Livin g Water

Season of Creation 2026
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This year, Pr. Salying has invited the environmentalists in the
congregation to share some of their special knowledge: Eric Larkin
and John Pietryzk. Please be on the lookout for this special time.

Agape Circle Join us for a potluck on Friday, September 11 in the
hall at 6:30pm. Please bring food or beverages to share. ALSO, as
you are able, it helps to bring your own set-up (cutlery, napkin etc).
The evening’s activity will be sharing our memories of where we
were when 9-11 happened. The evening will end with a short liturgy.

Parish Workday on September 12 Please mark your calendars
to help clean up, fix, touch up or organize the campus of the church.
Further details will follow.

A new parish directory Please be aware that the updated parish
directory is now available. Printed copies may be found on the table
at the back of the church. A digital (PDF) version may be requested
by email to the office: office@stthomas-svale.us

Episcopal Relief & Development is actively coordinating with
local partners and the Anglican Communion in the Diocese of
Venezuela to respond to the catastrophic back-to-back earthquakes
(magnitudes 7.2 and 7.5) that struck near Caracas. The agency is
mobilizing resources to support affected communities and 1s currently
assessing immediate needs.

In addition, Episcopal leaders are calling for prayers and offering
support after a 7.4-magnitude earthquake struck western Colombia on
August. 10. More than 250 people are dead and more than 2,597
people are injured. To donate to help, please go to the website:
https://give.episcopalrelief.org/
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Peace & Justice ~ Lana Sheridan
PACT recently held a meeting with a representative of State Senator
Becker's office. This was one of a series of PICO meetings regarding
AB 2465, the No Taxpayer Dollars for Family Separation Act. Two of
us attended and it was rewarding to have the Senator’s aide hearing our
concerns and taking them seriously. PACT continues to advocate for
affordable housing and immigrant protections. Pastor Salying and I
just held a meeting with PACT’s director to promote mutual
understanding.

In collaboration with Livable Sunnyvale, some of us reached out to
support MidPen’s proposed apartments project at 295 S. Mathilda.
This plan will provide 122 affordable units for the city. Sunnyvale is
way behind on its state-mandated target for developing affordable
housing, so this project is critical. If you want to help show your
support you can email the city Planning Commission

at PlanningCommission@sunnyvale.ca.gov.

If you are eligible to vote, do not forget to register if you have not done
so. Also, please encourage the young people in your lives to register
and not leave it until the last minute. There will be a lot of important
decisions on the ballot at both the state and local level. Make sure
your voice is heard.

Adult Education Teaser: Be on the lookout for a series of bible
studies on the topic of the origins of human violence, led by Lou
Poulain and Pr. Salying. These will probably be once a month, in
person, after the 10:30am service.

St. Thomas Library

Celebrating the National Park Service is continuing. Mary Beth
Baust has contributed new photos of national parks she has visited.
Take a look at the magnetic white board in the narthex. Do you have
photos of a park we have not featured during the summer? We would
love to see them.
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New Little Free Library
In 2015, a Little Free Library was built
and given to St. Thomas as an
Eagle Scout project. The builder
collaborated with Joe Gutierrez to
decide size and installation
requirements. That little building stood
tall but needed maintenance through the
years, all done by Chris Schmidt and
Crew.
The Resource Center was given a
donation earmarked for “community”
usage. We decided to use this money to
buy a newly built red composite Little g wew
Free Library with a matching black e
bench. It was installed by Chris
Schmidt and has been very popular
since. He reinstalled the original charter
sign with our registered number 21845.
The LFL now includes a new metal sign as well.
We welcome donations of children’s and adults fiction books. The
small children also like new little trinkets such as key rings,
packaged pencils and crayons, 100 piece or less puzzles, coloring
books, etc. _
O u

QR code: = =
You will find new books listed including the Book mu
Club roster, library hours, topic walls, magazines, & | L
ministry resources and links to the Diocese of El o ML T
Camino Real and the Diocese of California. m] R

Library Hours The church library will be open on Sundays after the
8 a.m. service, and again after the 10:30 service. Carol or a member
of the Library Committee will be available to answer questions on
Fridays from 10-12; after 12:00 our administrator Anne will be
available until 4:00 to open the d%cg)r for you. Call 408-736-4155 for



access, or knock loudly! We request that you remember to wear your
mask.

Thanksgiving and Memorial Donations to Altar Guild

Our altar guild appreciates your support in making our space holy
and beautiful. You can make a donation for fresh flowers on a
designated date or a general donation for supplies, like communion
wine and bread and oil for the candles. You can make this donation
online or by check, with “altar guild” on the memo line. If
applicable, please also include (1) the date for the commemoration
and (2) the person or occasion to be commemorated.

Pledges, Offerings & Donations

Your pledges and other donations may always be mailed to the
church office and marked to the attention of the Treasurer.

When donating by check, please make the check payable to “St.
Thomas Episcopal Church’.

We encourage you to mail in your pledges and offerings to the
church or use our online donation option, described below.

Online Giving Please look for the “GIVE”
option on the main menu bar on the St. Thomas @ R @

website. It is located on the upper right side of ot o 30 G
the home page. Once you select “GIVE”, you T et g
will be taken to a new page where you may yf
donate through PayPal, using a debit or credit K R A <
card. OR, if you prefer, you may go directly to iy S n ke Y g il
the PayPal site through the following link: [O) e

https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s
-xclick&hosted button 1d=9C43DSTLRQCLU&source=url

or scan the QR code.

If you choose to give online, please be aware that St. Thomas does
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pay a fee for each transaction.

Also, if you choose to donate securities, please contact the Treasurer,
Jim Cobb, i1f you need the account number and transfer

information. It is important to notify us when the transaction is
submitted to ensure our prompt attention to your donation!

As always, we want to say “Thank You!”

Peace, Jim Cobb

St Thomas Stepping Stones Jail Ministry

Get proximate to the pain and you will make the deepest connection.
Join the St. Thomas Stepping Stone Jail ministry and get proximate
to those who are in need of community and love. You can participate
by becoming a pen-pal and/or visiting people in jail (requires special
training). Naveen Prasad is the liaison to this ministry. Please
request their contact information through the office.

Children’s Ministry Pam Storrer is leading our children’s Sunday
School, which is currently on summer break. Pastor Salying leads our
youth ministry. Please contact them through the church office or the
website: www.stthomas-svale.org

Companionship Ministry (formerly known as Senior Ministry)
“To make a connection with those who are unable to attend services
on a regular basis and to support those who have gone through a
significant event.” Contact Pastor Salying, or Carol Campbell.

Zooming in Men’s Spiritual Growth Group

Yes! Now you can be there in your pajamas (at least), and therefore
sleep a bit longer. But on the other hand we can no longer advertise
coffee + if you arrive a bit early. We are now meeting weekly with a
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standard format, alternating between wondering what the scriptures
might be leading us to personally on the 2nd and 4th Saturdays (9-10
AM on your computer), and on the other Saturdays, a check-in and
just for sanity’s sake (starting at 9 AM). Our Zoom meetings are
password protected so you’ll need to connect with Chris Schmidt
(randischris@gmail.com) 1f you are new to the group. We invite all
men (even those not a part of St. Thomas) to join with us for
fellowship and good discussion.

St. Thomas offers English Language Classes.

A class for Chinese speakers meets most Fridays at 10:00am in the
church. A class for Japanese speakers meets Wednesdays in the
church—this class is currently on summer break and will resume on
Wednesday, August 26 with a new time, at 10am on Wednesdays.

Craft Group The Craft Group continues meeting on the second and
fourth Thursdays of the month from 1:00pm to 3:00pm in the library.
The next meetings are August 27 and September 10.

Book Club The Book Club meets once a month via Zoom, usually
the last Monday evening of the month, at 7pm. We are an open book
club: All are welcome, whether you have read the book or not. Our
next meeting will take place on Monday, August 31, when we meet
to discuss James: A Novel by Percival Everett. About to be sold and
separated from his wife and daughter forever, Jim runs away until he
can formulate a plan. Meanwhile, Huck Finn has faked his own death
to escape his violent father. Thus begins the well-known dangerous
and transcendent journey by raft down the Mississippi River toward
the elusive and unreliable promise of the Free States and beyond.
This brilliant and tender novel radically illuminates Jim’s agency,
intelligence, and compassion as never before.

Please join us—contact Dorothy, the host for July, through our

website: www.stthomas-svale.org/contact for the Zoom link.
32



http://www.stthomas-svale.org/contact

Please see website
www.Sstthomas-svale.orq
for additional week-to-week up-dates.
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Weekly Worship at St. Thomas

Tuesdays, Spm Centering Prayer (Zoom only)
led by Pastor Salying
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8§9609758620
Dial-in option: 1 669 900 9128
meeting [D# 89609758620
or scan the QR code

Wednesdays, 12:15pm Noonday Prayer

e with Commemoration of Saints led by Pastor Salying

D) Pyt 3 O (Zoom only)

bl T I PR https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86313271549
Dial-in option: 1 669 900 9128

G ) meeting ID# 86313271549

N BRI or scan the QR code

Thursdays, 6:30pm Intercessory Prayer Group on Zoom (only)
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82381715053?
pwd=UmN10QXZ4UINWdWdZbmZFYK9IBdO0VwQT09
Meeting ID: 823 8171 5053  Passcode: 189002
One tap mobile: ) B
+16699009128,,82381715053#,,,,*189002# US
(San Jose)
or scan the QR code
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¥ St. Thomas 1s joyfully on the way! |4
¥ We are becoming whom Jesus calls us to be: a spiritually-centered %
X community dedicated to creating connections with God, each other, X
% and our neighbors, so that we might walk together with love %
12 toward justice, compassion, and hope. 12
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Rector: The Rev. Salying Wong.................... pastorsalying@stthomas-svale.us
Adjunct Priest: The Rev. Barbara Stewart..................ccccceeceeeveennnnnee... barbarastewart00 1 @gmail.com
Treasurer: JIm Cobb..... ..ot Finance@stthomas-svale.us
Parish Administrator: Anne Buelteman............ ... office@stthomas-svale.us
Children’s Ministry Co-ordinator.: Pam Storrer.......................... family ministry@stthomas-svale.us
Library and Resource Center Coordinator: Carol Campbell ............ resourcecenter(@stthomas-svale.us
Music Director: Katherine Négele-Lin,...........................cooivveeeeeee.. Katherine@stthomas-svale.us
Newsletter Editor: Anne Buelteman...........................cooieiiiviievecieeeeeee.. . Office@stthomas-svale.us
Accompanist (organ/piano): Benjamin Belew ....................... mephistoape@gmail.com
Our Daily Bread (ODB) Coordinator: David Barnes..................... 408-736-4108, odb@stthomas-svale.us

THE VESTRY OF ST. THOMAS EPISCOPAL CHURCH, SUNNYVALE

Ann Kopischke, Senior Warden 2026 2027 2028
Carol Campbell, Junior Warden Carol Campbell Ann Kopischke Karen Huyser
Naveen Raja Eric Larkin Quique Munoz
Eric Larkin, Clerk Tian Zhu Charlie Mendoza

DELEGATES TO CONVENTION
Mabel Cheng Stephanie Daugherty Susan Durham Powers ~ Aer van de Water

St. Thomas website: www.stthomas-svale.org
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