Sixth Sunday after Pentecost

July 5, 2026 10:30am Rite Il

Come unto me, all ye that
labour and are heavy laden,
and I will give you rest.

Matthew 11:28

St. Thomas Episcopal Church

231 Sunset Ave. Sunnyvale, CA 94086
408-736-4155 www.stthomas-svale.org


http://www.stthomas-svale.org

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost

July 5, 2026 Holy Eucharist Rite Il, 10:30am

Welcome

St. Thomas' Parish 1s a reconciling, affirming, and mclusive Christian
community striving through worship, love, and service to welcome all
people just as God created them. No matter where you are on your

Journey of faith, and whether you are single, married, divorced,
separated, or partnered, our welcome knows no boundaries of age,
race, ethnicity, culture, gender 1dentity and gender expression, sexual
orientation, economic condition, phvsical, or mental ability.

God delights in the diversity of creation, and so do we!

Families with Children
There 1s a comfortable sitting area in the back of the sanctuary

with toys and books for children.
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Prelude

Opening Hymn Hymnal #404

See next page
We Will Extol You, Ever-Blessed Lord
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Greeting

Celebrant:
> o2 O TN o —

Bless-ed be God: most holy, glorious and undivided Trin-i - ty.

- People:
Eeope s

And bless-ed be God’s reign, now and for ev-er. A-men.

Collect for Purity

Celebrant:
-

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known
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and from you no se - crets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our

hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly

- o
love you and worthily magnify your ho - ly Name,
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Through Christ our Lord. A -men.
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And on earth peace to the peo- ple In whom God 1s well pleased.
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And on earth peace to the peo-ple in whom God is well pleased.
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Collect of the Day

Celebrant: God be with you.
People: And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray.

O God, you have taught us to keep all your
commandments by loving you and our neighbor: Grant
us the grace of your Holy Spirit, that we may be devoted
to you with our whole heart, and united to one another
with pure affection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
for ever and ever. Amen.

First Lesson Zechariah 9:9-12

Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion!

Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem!
Lo, your king comes to you;

triumphant and victorious is he,
humble and riding on a donkey,

on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim

and the war horse from Jerusalem;
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and the battle bow shall be cut off,
and he shall command peace to the nations;
his dominion shall be from sea to sea,
and from the River to the ends of the earth.
As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you,
[ will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.
Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope;
today I declare that I will restore to you double.

Psalm 145:8-15 Expansive Language Version
read responsively
The Lord 1s gracious and full of compassion, *
slow to anger and of great kindness.

O Lord you are loving to everyone *
and your compassion is over all your works.

All your works praise you, O Lord, *
and your faithful servants bless you.

They make known the glory of your kingdom *
and speak of your powers;

That the peoples may know of your power *
and the glorious splendor of your kingdom.

Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; *
your dominion endures throughout all ages.

O Lord you are faithful in all your words *
and merciful in all your deeds.

The Lord upholds all those who fall; *
and lifts up those who are bowed down.



The Epistle Romans7:15-25a

I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want,
but I do the very thing I hate. Now if I do what I do not want, I agree
that the law 1s good. But 1n fact it 1s no longer I that do it, but sin that
dwells within me. For I know that nothing good dwells within me,
that is, in my flesh. I can will what is right, but I cannot do it. For I do
not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. Now if
[ do what I do not want, it 1s no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells
within me.

So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil
lies close at hand. For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self,
but I see in my members another law at war with the law of my mind,
making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members.
Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of
death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!

Lector: Hear what the Spirit 1s saying to the churches.
People: Thanks be to God.

Gradual Hymn Hymnal #379
God Is Love Let Heaven Adore Him
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The Gospel Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30

Gospeller:  The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ,
according to Matthew.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said to the crowd, “To what will I compare this generation?

It 1s like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another,
‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;
we wailed, and you did not mourn.’

For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a
demon’; the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say,
‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’
Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.”

At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and
earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and the
intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such was
your gracious will. All things have been handed over to me by my
Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows
the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to
reveal him.

“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy
burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn
from me; for I am gentle and humble 1n heart, and you will find rest
for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden 1s light.”

Gospeler: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you Lord Christ.

Sermon
1he sermon 1s followed by a period of silence for medritation.

P
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The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Prayers of the People

Leader:
People:

Leader:

People:

Leader:
People:

Leader: We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations

People:

Leader:
People:

Leader:

People:

Leader:
People:

Leader:
People:

Leader:

Celebrant:

Form lll

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and
humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and
Sacraments.

of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will 1n all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or
trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.

Give to the departed eternal rest;
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.

1he people may add additional petitions.

The celebrant adds a concluding collect.

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

The Confession

All: Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
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in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Absolution

Celebrant:  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your
sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you
in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace

Celebrant: The peace of Christ be always with you.
People: And also with you.

1he people and the ministers greet one another.

Birthdays and Anniversaries

Announcements

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Offertory sentence
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Offertory anthem Thomas Attwood

Teach Me, O Lord
Abby O’Connell, Karen Huyser, soloists
Benjamin Belew, accompanist

Celebrant: All things come of you, O Lord.
People: And of your own have we given you.

Sursum Corda Eucharistic Prayer C
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The Lord be  with you. And al-so with you.

Celebrant: People:
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Lift  up your heartss We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant:
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People:

; ~ ~ -
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Celebrant:  God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy
of glory and praise.
People: Glory to you for ever and ever.

Celebrant: At your command all things came to be: the vast
expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets
in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home.

People: By your will they were created and have their being.
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Celebrant:

From the primal elements you brought forth the human
race, and blessed us with memory, reason, and skill.
You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned
against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned
against one another.

People: Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.

Celebrant:  Again and again, you called us to return. Through
prophets and sages you revealed your righteous Law.
And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born
of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way
of freedom and peace.

People: By his blood, he reconciled us.

By his wounds, we are healed.

Celebrant:  And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly
chorus, with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with all
those 1n every generation who have looked to you in
hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their
unending hymn:

Sanctus Hymnal S-114
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https://youtu.be/DHjGK0DCptM

Celebrant:

And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new
people by water and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus
Christ our Lord.

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke
the bread, and gave it to his friends, and said, "Take, eat: This is my
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, "Drink
this, all of you: This 1s my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed
for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink
it, do this for the remembrance of me."

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this
sacrifice of thanksgiving,

People: We celebrate his death and resurrection,
as we await the day of his coming.

Celebrant:

Lord God of our Fathers: God of Abraham, Ishmael, Isaac, and Jacob;
Lord God of our Mothers: God of Hagar, Sarah, Rebecca, and Rachel;
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your
hand at work 1n the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption
of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for
pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy
Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may
worthily serve the world in his name.

People: Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.

Celebrant:

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our
great High Priest, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church
gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to generation.

Celebrant and People: AMEN.
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As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen

The Breaking of the Bread

A perniod of silence 1s kept.

The Fraction Anthem

Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover i1s sacrificed for us.
People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Celebrant: The gifts of God for the people of God.

The Communion
Evervone 1s invited to come forward to receive Communion.
Please come to the rail.
Wine will be served from the common cup.
(There 1s an alcohol wipe 1 the napkin for the cup.)
17



« Please do not dip the bread into the wine.

« Tull communion may be in one kind: just the bread, or just the wine.

« Ifyou do not wish to recerve communion, you may recerve a blessing:
please cross your arms over your chest as a sign that you wish to be

blessed.

o Gluten free bread 1s available upon asking.

Communion Hymn Hymnal #693

Just As I Am Without One Plea
vss. 1, 2, 4, 5
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Post-Communion Prayer Please stand.

Celebrant and People:
Almighty and everliving God,
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries
that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.
And now, Father, send us out
to do the work you have given us to do,
to love and serve you
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The Blessing
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Closing Hymn Hymnal #74
Blest Be the King Whose Coming
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Words: Frederico J. Pagura (b. 1923); tr. F. Pratt Green (b. 1903), alt.
Music: Valet will ich dir geben, melody Melchior Teschner (1584-1635) alt.;
harm. and desc. Ronald Arnatt (b. 1930) 76. 76 D

Words: Copyright © 1974 by Hope Publishing Company. All Rights Reserved. Used by Permission.

Dismissal

Alleluia, alleluia. Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

Postlude @%

Serving today

The St. Thomas Altar Guild
Celebrant & Preacher: The Rev. Salying Wong
Eucharistic Minister: Peg Prior
Lectors: Lou Poulain, Dorothy Furgerson
Greeters: MaryJane Johnson,

Pat Turnbull, Nancy Tucker

Members of the St. Thomas Choir
Karen Huyser, interim music director
Benjamin Belew, accompanist

Tech lead: Tian Zhu

Zoom Host: Susan Durham Powers
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Introductions to Lectionary readings from sundaysandseasons.com
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost Year A Proper 8 track 2

Zechariah 9:9-12

Chapters 1-8 of Zechariah include a series of hopeful visions
responding positively to the return from exile and the rebuilding of the
temple. However, Second Zechariah, chapters 9—-14, perhaps coming
from another and later author, proclaimed that only in God would
there be success, safety, and comfort. In the appointed oracle, the
prophet promised peace not from the present king, but from a future
one, who would enter the city on a lowly donkey, rather than a charger
and a royal chariot. The prophet also recalls the covenant of blood
sealed between God and the people.

Romans 7:15-25a

Continuing through his letter to the church in Rome and writing in the
Greco-Roman culture that assumed a slave economy in which most
people served those placed above them, Paul employed the metaphor
of slavery to describe the powerful domination of sin. Paradoxically,
freedom in Christ is also slavery to God.

Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30

Chapters 9—16 in the Gospel of Matthew alternate between what we
might call the bad news describing actual human existence, even in the
church, and the good news of the kingdom of heaven made known in
Jesus Christ. In chapter 11, John the Baptist has been imprisoned, and
Jesus condemned those who remained unrepentant. In the appointed
section, Jesus spoke comfortingly about God’s gracious will, saying
that, paradoxically, the burden of faith was light. Matthew described
Christian life as Christ’s yoke, a metaphor Jewish tradition had used to
describe the law as assisting the path through life. Matthew’s concern
about authority in the church remains evident.

—
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Today in the Parish

The Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God and in celebration
of our nation’s 250th anniversary.

Nametags are appreciated by newcomers and others, too. You are
welcome to write your name on one of the blanks available at the table
at the back of the church OR bring your own from the glove
compartment in your car or wherever you may stash them.

Children’s Ministry Sunday School is now on hiatus until
September. Children may join their parents in the church.

TODAY Parish Picnic and 250th Anniversary of Our Nation,
This year, our Parish Picnic will also celebrate the 250th Anniversary
of our Nation. The festivities will follow the 10:30 am service, in
Cowans Hall and on the Alpha Omega Patio. Join us, wearing your
comfortable clothes with patriotic colors of red, white, and blue.

PEP will be grilling hamburgers, veggie burgers, and hot dogs, and
provide buns and condiments, along with drinks. We ask that you bring
snacks, salads, side dishes, or light desserts to complete the meal, as
you are able. Please do not feel you have to bring something to attend
- all are welcome at our tables!

Our Anniversary program will begin with an Apple Pie Baking
Contest (an American tradition!). Your homemade* pies will be
judged in several categories, following which picnickers will all enjoy
apple pie with or without ice cream.

A special Freedom History quiz has been devised, and the celebration
will include a patriotic sing-along, and other commemoration
activities.
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Uncoming & Gontinuing Events

Episcopal Relief & Development is actively coordinating with
local partners and the Anglican Communion in the Diocese of
Venezuela to respond to the catastrophic back-to-back earthquakes
(magnitudes 7.2 and 7.5) that struck near Caracas. The agency is
mobilizing resources to support affected communities and 1s
currently assessing immediate needs. To donate to help, please go to
the website: https://give.episcopalrelief.org/

Agape Circle for July has been cancelled, due to a surfeit of
church activities. Please join us in August instead, when the church
calendar 1s more spacious. It will be a potluck on August 7 in the hall
at 6:30pm

QED: Join us for the next Queer Episcopal Discussion (QED)
We’ll have July's Queer Episcopal Discussion on July 12th in the
library, just after the 10:30am service.

Lana will lead a look at the story of Jesus healing the centurion’s
nalg (youth, servant, ?): There is no place in the Gospels where Jesus
expresses a clear opinion about same-sex relationships. There 1s also
no character in the Bible who 1s unambiguously gay or lesbian. That
said, this story which is recounted in Matthew 8 and Luke 7 offers a
possible glimpse. Jesus is willing to help a senior Roman military
leader who 1s distressed over the illness of his “youth” (Greek: pais).
We’ll have a fresh look at this story and Jesus’s radical inclusion.

We’ll also take a little time to reflect on our experiences during Pride
Month (June).

Silicon Valley Pride (actually in August) Interfaith Booth - it's not
too early to seek volunteers for Silicon Valley Pride in SJ either the
evening of August 29 (Sat) or August 30 (Sun) for the Interfaith
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Booth or to be involved in the Episcopal group in the parade. On
Sunday, August 2nd, we plan to use our QED time to work on
materials (signs, banners, outfits, etc) for Silicon Valley Pride and talk
about opportunities to participate if people wish.

QED: All are welcome to join us as we meet (usually the first Sunday
of the month) to explore an LGBTQIA+ perspective on faith and the
Christian experience in an open and affirming environment. It 1s our
intention to create a safe, inclusive, Spirit-led sacred space where all
1dentities are celebrated and beloved. Better understanding leads to

a closer relationship with ourselves, each other and with God. For
questions or to get involved, please talk to Aer or email them

at arikevdw@hotmail.com

2026 Backpack Drive continues! St Thomas is working with

Trinity Cathedral on the Summer 2026 Backpack drive.

Our target for the drive 1s to collect:

. 50 kids' backpacks,

. $1,000 worth of Gift cards ($25 x 40 cards) for SMUM, and

. $1,000 worth of Teacher/School supplies to be distributed
among deserving schools 1n the area.

This will be a combined collection from both Trinity Cathedral & St

Thomas. This 1s our target — we will do our best!

There are fliers on the table at the back of the church, with details of

what 1s needed. Items need to be brought to church by Sunday July

12, after which they will be organized and packaged for distribution

the following Saturday July 18, when the parent or guardian will be

invited to come to St Thomas to pick them up, from 10am-2pm.

2ND ANNUAL PARISH i
PADDLING EVENT 2026 .

Saturday, July 18,9 am to 1 pm. iy
Twelve (12) intrepid souls went out & eEss Simag = <
last year, and everyone came back! & s

Let’s visit Redwood Water Sports =
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in Redwood City to rent boats and go for a leisurely 3-4 mile kayak
paddle on Redwood Creek and explore a bit of Middle Bair Island.
Boats are very stable recreational kayaks, either single person or
tandem for two people to share. No prior skill needed, pace will be
slow and conversational, with some effort required, up to 3 hours of
slow but steady paddling.

1. Please RSVP with organizer Eric Larkin (contacts below) AND
2. Reserve your boat(s) in advance

with Redwood Water Sports, 487 Seaport Court, Redwood City
www.redwoodwatersports.com (650) 362-4345

We will meet at the shop at 9 am (for paperwork, life jackets, etc), and
plan to be on the water from 10 am to 1 pm.

There 1s lots of free parking. Bring a hat, sun block, shoes, long-sleeve
synthetic clothing, and a windbreaker that may possibly get damp, a
water bottle, and a sandwich or snack. Dry bags available for purchase
for your phones, wallets, and car keys/fobs.

Additional details (pricing, other guidelines) may be found in the June/
July edition of the Beyond A Doubt newsletter.

RSVP and questions - organizer Eric Larkin: 408 602 0222,
ericwlarkin@gmail.com

CONCERT July 26. Benjamin Belew will present a summer
concert. Details TBA.

Monthly ‘Vote Faithfully’ networking calls - Thursdays,
continuing August 6, Sept. 3, Oct. 1, Nov. 5

on Zoom 11:30am-noon PDT (1:30-2 p.m. ET)
On the first Thursday of each month from June through
November, The Episcopal Church's Public Policy and Witness
team will host a series of “Vote Faithfully” 30-minute Zoom calls to
support voter engagement in ways consistent with Episcopal values.
During these brief calls, hosts will share resources and ideas to help
congregations promote voting and civic participation while remaining
nonpartisan (avoiding support for specific political parties, candidates,
or platforms). 27
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Register (and additional details) here:
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/KivdobgSTymcwISEOQOcvpQ?
mc_cid=c6fedS363a&mc _eid=bSalcc09cS#/registration

A new parish directory Please be aware that an updated directory
will be put together in the next month or so. If your contact
information has changed, please notify the office by email at

office(@stthomas-svale.us OR leave a phone message at 408-736-
4155.

BEWARE OF EMAIL SCAMS This is a good time to remind you
NOT to give your information or password(s) in response to any
email or text that does not come from a recognized address or
number. Likewise do NOT click on or open any attachments from an
unrecognized source.

Music Ministry at St. Thomas:

UPDATE from the Music Director Search Committee: The Music
Director Search Committee has reached a decision and made an
offer—announcement will be made shortly!

Choir practice/choir director The choir 1s currently on summer
hiatus. Summer offertories will be performed by soloists and small
groups. In September, rehearsals will resume on Thursday evenings,
beginning September 3rd (with our new choir director!).

Peace and Justice

Aid for local detained immigrants: A member of St. Luke’s
Episcopal Church in Los Gatos has been doing legal work for
detained immigrants and gotten several of them released in recent
months. During their detention many have lost their jobs and/or
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apartments. St. Luke’s is collecting money for gift cards to help them
while they try to put their lives back together.

If you want to contribute, please write a check to St. Thomas

with “St. Luke’s immigrant aid” in the memo line or “for” line, OR
make an online donation to St. Thomas under “Designated
donations” and in the note field put “St. Luke’s immigrant aid”.
Please also keep Mujtaba, Yosseline, Scarleth, Helen, and Jonathan
in your prayers!

Your help is having an effect:
From Michael King, the admin. at St. Luke's:

They are so very grateful for any help we can send their way.
Also, the Immigration Lawyer at St. Luke's who 1s spearheading
efforts has gotten 14 people out of detention so far, a wonderful
update from an earlier count of 7.
Michael emphasizes that those who have been released are also
extremely grateful for what they are given by St. Luke's.

Some local issues/actions to support our immigrant neighbors:

. Support Lizeth's legal defense
Gofundme: https://gofund.me/abe241087

. There is a campaign to send her letters. If you are interested, let
me know (peaceandjustice@stthomas-svale.us) and I'll try to get
the details. Please also pray for her.

Adult Education Teaser: Be on the lookout for a series of bible
studies on the topic of the origins of human violence, led by Lou
Poulain and Pr. Salying. These will probably be once a month, in
person, after the 10:30am service. Please see the June/July Beyond
A Doubt newsletter Rector’s article for some preliminary education.

St. Thomas Library
Summer Reading Program continues!
This summer’s theme: Our National Parks!
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We have upgraded to a new whiteboard using magnets which you
will see in the narthex (the back of the church). There will be an
assortment of National Park cards to complete with your name and
book you have read. If you are unable to attend church in person, we
would be happy to complete the cards for you. Just send your list

to Library(@stthomas-svale.us.

On August 2, a drawing from all books read will choose the winners
of two gift certificates — one awarded to an adult reader and the other
to a child.

This week’s featured Park: Bryce Canyon National Park, SW Utah
Bryce Canyon was first explored by John Wesley Powell in 1872,
becoming part of the legacy of one of history’s most legendary
explorers. Despite its name, Bryce Canyon is not actually a canyon,
but a series of natural amphitheaters carved into pink cliffs. These
formations contain the world’s largest collection of hoodoos—tall, thin
rock spires that resemble stone statues. The park also sits at a much
higher elevation than nearby Zion National Park, giving it a cooler
climate and distinct landscape.

Photos taken by Duane Stevenson—thank you, Duane!

ALSO - Do you have a shirt, jacket, bag, or a pin from one of the
National Parks? Please consider wearing it to church
in the coming weeks of the program. We would like
to see what you have.

St. Thomas Library - QR code:
You will find new books listed including the Book
Club roster, library hours, topic V\g%lls, magazines,
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ministry resources and links to the Diocese of El Camino Real and
the Diocese of California.

ARCHIVES: Celebrating America
Please stop by the Archives case in the Narthex to see the latest items
added to the display. We welcome additional items.

Library Hours The church library will be open on Sundays after
the 8 a.m. service, and again after the 10:30 service. Carol or a
member of the Library Committee will be available to answer
questions on Fridays from 10-12; after 12:00 our administrator Anne
will be available until 4:00 to open the door for you. Call 408-736-
4155 for access, or knock loudly! We request that you remember to
wear your mask.

Thanksgiving and Memorial Donations to Altar Guild

Our altar guild appreciates your support in making our space holy
and beautiful. You can make a donation for fresh flowers on a
designated date or a general donation for supplies, like communion
wine and bread and oil for the candles. You can make this donation
online or by check, with “altar guild” on the memo line. If
applicable, please also include (1) the date for the commemoration
and (2) the person or occasion to be commemorated.

Pledges, Offerings & Donations

Your pledges and other donations may always be mailed to the
church office and marked to the attention of the Treasurer.

When donating by check, please make the check payable to ‘“St.
Thomas Episcopal Church”.

We encourage you to mail in your pledges and offerings to the
church or use our online donation option, described below.

Online Giving Please look for the “GIVE” option on the main menu

bar on the St. Thomas website. It is located on the upper right side of

the home page. Once you select “GIVE”, you will be taken to a new
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page where you may donate through PayPal, using a debit or credit
card. OR, if you prefer, you may go directly to the PayPal site
through the following link:

https:// www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-

xclick&hosted button_1d=9C43DS8TLRQCLU&source=url

or scan the QR code.

If you choose to give online, please be aware that

St. Thomas does pay a fee for each transaction. @ @
Also, if you choose to donate securities, please
contact the Treasurer, Jim Cobb, if you need the i’ gmisiiuiy
account number and transfer information. It is ,:,:,,523‘;’3“ 34
important to notify us when the transaction 1s

submitted to ensure our prompt attention to your @
donation! T
As always, we want to say “Thank You!”

Peace, Jim Cobb

St Thomas Stepping Stones Jail Ministry

Get proximate to the pain and you will make the deepest connection.
Join the St. Thomas Stepping Stone Jail ministry and get proximate
to those who are in need of community and love. You can participate
by becoming a pen-pal and/or visiting people in jail (requires special
training). Naveen Prasad 1s the liaison to this ministry. Please
request their contact information through the office.

Children’s Ministry Pam Storrer is leading our children’s Sunday
School, which is currently on summer break. Pastor Salying leads
our youth ministry. Please contact them through the church office or
the website: www.stthomas-svale.org
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Companionship Ministry (formerly known as Senior Ministry)
“To make a connection with those who are unable to attend services
on a regular basis and to support those who have gone through a
significant event.” Contact Pastor Salying, or Carol Campbell.

Zooming in Men’s Spiritual Growth Group

Yes! Now you can be there in your pajamas (at least), and therefore
sleep a bit longer. But on the other hand we can no longer advertise
coffee + if you arrive a bit early. We are now meeting weekly with a
standard format, alternating between wondering what the scriptures
might be leading us to personally on the 2nd and 4th Saturdays (9-10
AM on your computer), and on the other Saturdays, a check-in and
just for sanity’s sake (starting at 9 AM). Our Zoom meetings are
password protected so you’ll need to connect with Chris Schmidt
(randischris@gmail.com) if you are new to the group. We invite all
men (even those not a part of St. Thomas) to join with us for
fellowship and good discussion.

St. Thomas offers English Language Classes.

A class for Chinese speakers meets most Fridays at 10:00am in the
church. This class will be off on Friday, July 10 and Friday, July 17,
resuming on Friday July 24.

A class for Japanese speakers meets Wednesdays in the church—this
class is currently on summer break and will resume on Wednesday,
August 26 with a new time, at 10am on Wednesdays.

Craft Group The Craft Group continues meeting on the second and
fourth Thursdays of the month from 1:00pm to 3:00pm 1n the library.
The next meetings are July 9 and July 23.

Book Club The Book Club meets once a month by Zoom, usually
the last Monday evening of the month, at 7pm. We are an open book
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club: All are welcome, whether you have read the book or not. Our
next meeting will take place on Monday, July 27 , when we meet to
discuss Boat Baby: A Memoir by Vicky Nguyen. Deciding to leave
Vietnam is half the story...figuring out how to be American is the
other. Her unconventional parents didn’t always know how to bridge
the cultural gaps, and hers was a childhood filled with misadventures
and misunderstandings. But in the face of prejudice, her parents
taught her to be gritty and resilient, skills she used to combat career
stereotyping, to become a leading Asian American TV journalist. This
1s a uniquely transparent account of her life, revealing her negotiation
of a competitive industry, the challenges of starting a family, and the
struggle to be a dutiful daughter; funny, nostalgic, and poignant, it is
a testament to the messy glue that bonds a family.

Please join us—contact Dorothy, the host for July, through our
website: www.stthomas-svale.org/contact for the Zoom link.

Please see website
www. stthomas-svale.orq
for additional week-to-week up-dates.
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Weekly Worship at St. Thomas

Tuesdays, Spm Centering Prayer (Zoom only)
led by Pastor Salying
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89609758620
Dial-1n option: 1 669 900 9128
meeting [D# 89609758620
or scan the QR code

Wednesdays, 12:15pm Noonday Prayer

L with Commemoration of Saints led by Pastor Salying

D) Pty O (Zoom only)

gl e https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86313271549
Dial-1n option: 1 669 900 9128

e 18 e e S meeting ID# 86313271549

(o) B i i or scan the QR code

Thursdays, 6:30pm Intercessory Prayer Group on Zoom (only)
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82381715053?
pwd=UmN10QXZ4UiNWdWdZbmZFYkI9Bd0VwOQT09
Meeting ID: 823 8171 5053  Passcode: 189002
One tap mobile: e mese
+16699009128,,82381715053#,,,,189002# US &gt = (9
(San Jose) s o e el
or scan the QR code
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St. Thomas 1s joyfully on the way!

We are becoming whom Jesus calls us to be: a spiritually-centered
community dedicated to creating connections with God, each other,
and our neighbors, so that we might walk together with love
toward justice, compassion, and hope.
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Rector: The Rev. Salying Wong................. pastorsalying@stthomas-svale.us
Adjunct Priest: The Rev. Barbara Stewart......................................barbarastewart00 | @gmail.com
Treasurer: Jim Cobb..... ... Finance@stthomas-svale.org

Parish Administrator: Anne Buelteman............ ....................... office@stthomas-svale.org

Children’s Ministry Co-ordinator.: Pam Storrer.......................... family ministry@stthomas-svale.org
Library and Resource Center Coordinator: Carol Campbell ............ resourcecenter@stthomas-svale.org
Music Director: Patricia Pietrzyk,............................coveeene... patriciapietrzyk@gmail.com
Newsletter Editor: Anne Buelteman..............................................0ffice@stthomas-svale.org
Accompanist (organ/piano): Benjamin Belew ............................ mephistoape@gmail.com

Our Daily Bread (ODB) Coordinator: David Barnes........................408-736-4108, odb@stthomas-svale.org

THE VESTRY OF ST. THOMAS EPISCOPAL CHURCH, SUNNYVALE

Ann Kopischke, Senior Warden 2026 2027 2028
Carol Campbell, Junior Warden Carol Campbell Ann Kopischke Karen Huyser
Naveen Raja Eric Larkin Quique Munoz
Eric Larkin, Clerk Tian Zhu Charlie Mendoza

DELEGATES TO CONVENTION
Mabel Cheng Stephanie Daugherty Susan Durham Powers ~ Aer van de Water

St. Thomas website: www.stthomas-svale.org
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