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Fifth Sunday in  LENT 
 

March 22, 2026                   Holy Eucharist Rite II, 10:30am 
 

For those attending remotely, you may connect in either of two ways: 
 

1.  by computer or smartphone (video and audio): 
You may access our ZOOM meeting on the following link:                                                           

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85901774479?

pwd=TgVWaImELKkYOrXbLgJNrEbjlb5Yfb.1 

Meeting ID: 859 0177 4479  Passcode: 450904 

2.  by telephone (audio only):    

Dial +1 669 9009128        Meeting ID: 85901774479 

or   +16699009128,,85901774479#,,,,*450904# US 
 

 

Families with Children 

There is a comfortable sitting area in the back of the sanctuary  

with toys and books for children. 

 

 

Welcome 
St. Thomas' Parish is a reconciling, affirming, and inclusive Christian 

community striving through worship, love, and service to welcome all 
people just as God created them.  No matter where you are on your 
journey of faith, and whether you are single, married, divorced, 
separated, or partnered, our welcome knows no boundaries of age, 
race, ethnicity, culture, gender identity and gender expression, sexual 
orientation, economic condition, physical, or mental ability.  God 
delights in the diversity of creation, and so do we! 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85901774479?pwd=TgVWaImELKkYOrXbLgJNrEbjlb5Yfb.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85901774479?pwd=TgVWaImELKkYOrXbLgJNrEbjlb5Yfb.1
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Prelude 

 
 

Opening Hymn                                                        Hymnal #516 
Come Down, O Love Divine 

continued next page 
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The Penitential Order 

 
Acclamation 
 

Celebrant: Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 
People:   His mercy endures forever. 
 
 

The Decalogue 

Celebrant:  Hear the commandments of God to his people: 
   I am the Lord your God who brought you out of   
   bondage. 
   You shall have no other gods but me. 
People:   Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 

Celebrant:  You shall not make for yourself any idol. 
People:   Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 

Celebrant:  You shall not invoke with malice the Name of the Lord 
   your God. 
People:   Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 

Celebrant:  Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy. 
People:   Amen. Lord have mercy. 
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Celebrant:  Honor your father and your mother. 
People:   Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 

Celebrant:  You shall not commit murder. 
People:   Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 

Celebrant:  You shall not commit adultery. 
People:   Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 

Celebrant:  You shall not steal. 
People:   Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 

Celebrant:  You shall not be a false witness. 
People:   Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 

Celebrant:  You shall not covet anything that belongs to your 
   neighbor. 
People:   Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 

Celebrant:  Jesus said, 
   "The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: 
   The Lord your God is the only Lord. Love the Lord 
   your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all 
   your mind, and with all your strength. The second is 
   this: Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no 
   commandment greater than these."        Mark 12:29-31 

 
 

 

The Confession 

  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

All:  Most merciful God, 
  we confess that we have sinned against you 
  in thought, word, and deed, 
  by what we have done, 
  and by what we have left undone. 
  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
  we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
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  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
  have mercy on us and forgive us; 
  that we may delight in your will, 
  and walk in your ways, 
  to the glory of your Name.  Amen. 
 
The Absolution      
 

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your  
     sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
     goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
     eternal life. Amen. 
 

 

Kyrie                                                             Hymnal #S-96  F. Schubert 

continued next page 
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Collect for the Fifth Sunday in Lent 
 

Celebrant:   God be with you. 
People:   And also with you. 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 
 

   Almighty God, you alone can bring into order the  
   unruly wills and affections of sinners: Grant your  
   people grace to love what you command and desire  
   what you promise; that, among the swift and varied  
   changes of the world, our hearts may surely there be  
   fixed where true joys are to be found; through Jesus  
   Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
   Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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The First Lesson     Ezekiel 37:1-14 
 

 The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by 
the spirit of the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it 
was full of bones. He led me all around them; there were very many 
lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, “Mortal, 
can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you know.” Then 
he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry 
bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these 
bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay 
sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you 
with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall 
know that I am the Lord.” 
 So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, 
suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, 
bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh 
had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no 
breath in them. Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, 
prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: 
Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, 
that they may live.” I prophesied as he commanded me, and the 
breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast 
multitude. 
 Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of 
Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are 
cut off completely.’ Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says 
the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up 
from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land 
of Israel. And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your 
graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will put 
my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your 
own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will 
act,” says the Lord. 
 

Lector:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Churches. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 130  

Please join in singing the response. 

Out of the depths have I called to you, O Lord; 
Lord, hear my voice; * 
let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication. Refrain  

 

If you, Lord, were to note what is done amiss, * 
O Lord, who could stand? 
 

For there is forgiveness with you; * 
therefore you shall be feared. Refrain  

 

I wait for the Lord; my soul waits for you; * 
in your word is my hope. 
 

My soul waits for the Lord, 
more than sentries for the morning, * 
more than sentries for the morning. Refrain  (as above) 
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The Epistle:      Romans 8:6-11 
 

 To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the 
Spirit is life and peace. For this reason the mind that is set on the 
flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God's law-- indeed it 
cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
 But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the 
Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of 
Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, though the 
body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of 
righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead 
dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to 
your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 

Lector:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Churches. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
 

 

 

Gradual Hymn                                                        Hymnal #508 
Breathe on Me, Breath of God 

continued next page 
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The Gospel:         John 11:1-45 
 

Gospeler:   The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ  
                                                    according to John. 
 

People:    Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of 
Mary and her sister Martha. Mary was the one who anointed the 
Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother 
Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he 
whom you love is ill.” But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness 
does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of 
God may be glorified through it.” Accordingly, though Jesus loved 
Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after having heard that Lazarus 
was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 
 Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea 
again.” The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now 
trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” Jesus answered, 
“Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the 
day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. But 
those who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.” 
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After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, 
but I am going there to awaken him.” The disciples said to him, “Lord, 
if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” Jesus, however, had been 
speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring 
merely to sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. For 
your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let 
us go to him.” Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow 
disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 
 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in 
the tomb four days. Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two 
miles away, and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to 
console them about their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was 
coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. Martha 
said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 
died. But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask 
of him.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” Martha said 
to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last 
day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who 
believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives 
and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” She said to 
him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, 
the one coming into the world.” 
 When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, 
and told her privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 
And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. Now 
Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place where 
Martha had met him. The Jews who were with her in the house, 
consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her 
because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 
When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet 
and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not 
have died.” When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came 
with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply 
moved. He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, 
come and see.” Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, “See how he 
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loved him!” But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the 
eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” 
 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a 
cave, and a stone was lying against it. Jesus said, “Take away the 
stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already 
there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” Jesus said to her, 
“Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of 
God?” So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, 
“Father, I thank you for having heard me. I knew that you always hear 
me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that 
they may believe that you sent me.” When he had said this, he cried 
with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came out, his 
hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a 
cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 
 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had 
seen what Jesus did, believed in him. 
 

Gospeler:  The Gospel of the Lord.   
People:   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 
 

The Sermon           

Following the sermon, 
 there will be an extended period of silence for meditation. 

 
 

 
 

 

The Nicene Creed                    said in unison                                         
 

We believe in one God, 
     the Father, the Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth, 
     of all that is, seen and unseen. 
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
     the only Son of God, 
     eternally begotten of the Father, 
     God from God, Light from Light, 
     true God from true God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     of one Being with the Father. 
     Through him all things were made. 
     For us and for our salvation 
         he came down from heaven: 
     by the power of the Holy Spirit 
         he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
         and was made man. 
     For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
         he suffered death and was buried. 
         On the third day he rose again 
              in accordance with the Scriptures; 
         he ascended into heaven 
              and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
       He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
                and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
               who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

 
 
The Prayers of the People                                          Form III 
 

Leader: Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
People: That we all may be one. 
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Leader: Grant that every member of the Church may truly and  
   humbly serve you; 
People: That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 

Leader: We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
People: That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and  
  Sacraments. 
 

Leader: We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations 
  of the world; 
People: That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 

Leader:  Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;  
People: That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 

Leader:  Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or  
  trouble;  
People: That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 

Leader:  Give to the departed eternal rest. 
People: Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 

Leader:  We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
People: May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 

Leader:  Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 
 

Silence 
 

The people may add their own petitions. 
 

The Celebrant adds a concluding collect. 
 
 

The Peace    
 

Celebrant:  The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People:      And also with you. 
 

The people and the ministers greet one another. 
 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 

Announcements   
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                     The Great Thanksgiving 

 
Offertory sentence   

 

Offertory                                                 Gerald Near 

Christ Hath A Garden 
Members of the St. Thomas Choir 

Benjamin Belew, piano    

              

          

Celebrant:   All things come of you, O Lord. 
People:   And of your own have we given you. 
 
 
Sursum Corda                                              Eucharistic Prayer A 
 

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 
People:   And also with you. 
 

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:   It is right to give God thanks and praise.  
 

Celebrant:  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and  
   everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty,  
   Creator of heaven and earth. 
 

      A seasonal preface will be said here. 

      

   Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with   
   Angels and Archangels and with all the company of  
   heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the  
   glory of your Name: 
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Sanctus                                                         Hymnal S-130, F. Schubert 

                 17                            
continued next page 
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Celebrant:    
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for 
yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil 
and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal 
Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to 
reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 
 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in 
obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord 
Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my 
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, 
he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood 
of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me." 
 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

Celebrant and People: 
  Christ has died. 
  Christ is risen. 
  Christ will come again. 
 

Celebrant: 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this 
sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, 
and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and 
Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life 
in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy 
Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the 
last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal 
kingdom.  
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All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, 
and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 

  As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  
 

Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your Name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
        on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those 
        who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
    and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
    and the glory are yours, 
    now and for ever.   Amen. 

 

 
The Breaking of the Bread  

 
 

The Fraction Anthem 
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Agnus Dei            Hymnal S-164, F. Schubert 

 
 
 

continued next page 
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Celebrant:  The gifts of God for the people of God. 
 
 

The Communion                   

 

         Everyone is invited to come to the altar railing during Communion.  
 

• You may stand or kneel at the altar rail, as you are able.  
• The wine will be served in the chalice and in the small cups.  The chalice will 

precede the cups.  If you do not reach for the chalice, it will pass and the 
cups will follow.  (Please place the empty cup on one of the trays near the 
aisles.) 

• Please, do not dip the bread in the wine. 
• If you do not wish to receive communion, you may receive a blessing:  
       please cross your arms over your chest as a sign that you wish to be 
 blessed. 
• Gluten free bread is available upon asking. 
 

 
 
 

 

Communion Hymn                                                             Hymnal #335 

See next page 
I Am the Bread of Life 

vs. 1, 4, 5 
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Post Communion Prayer       led by the Celebrant,   said in unison 
 

All:  Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
  you have graciously accepted us as living members 
  of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
  and you have fed us with spiritual food 
  in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
  Send us now into the world in peace, 
  and grant us strength and courage 
  to love and serve you 
  with gladness and singleness of heart; 
  through Christ our Lord. Amen.   
 
 

The Blessing                      Book of Occasional Services 
 

Celebrant:  Bow down before the Lord. 
 

Please bow or kneel. 
 

   Look with compassion, O Lord, upon this your people; 
   that, rightly observing this holy season, they may learn to 
   know you more fully, and to serve you with a more  
   perfect will; through Christ our Lord. 
All:   Amen. 
 
 
Closing Hymn                                                                      Hymnal #347 

Go Forth for God 

 continued next page 
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Dismissal 

   Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
People:       Thanks be to God.   
 
 
 

Postlude  
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Serving today 
 Celebrant & Preacher: The Rev. Salying Wong 

Eucharistic Minister: Joe Gutierrez 
Lectors: Susan McVey, John McVey 

Psalmist: Abby O’Connell  
Greeters: MaryJane Johnson,  

Pat Turnbull, Stephanie Daugherty  
 

Members of the St. Thomas Choir 
Patricia Pietrzyk, director 

Karen Huyser, interim choir assistant 
Benjamin Belew, accompanist 

 

Tech lead: Steve Williams  
Zoom Host: Susan Durham Powers 

 
Introductions to Lectionary readings           from sundaysandseasons.com 

5 Lent  Year A 
 

Ezekiel 37:1-14 
Ezekiel was a sixth-century prophet living in Babylon during the exile. His 
prophecies, part of the Priestly tradition that is found throughout the Old 
Testament, proclaim that despite the destruction of Jerusalem and its temple 
in 587, God will eventually restore Israel to even greater glory. Perhaps the 
most beloved passage of the book is this vision in chapter 37 of a restored 
Israel, returned from Babylon to their own land. 
 

Romans 8:6-11 
In the center of his letter to the church in Rome, Paul concluded his 
discussion of law and gospel by contrasting life in the flesh with life in the 
Spirit. For those in Christ, sin is already dead; the Spirit gives life. For Paul, 
the term “flesh” referred to the body as it is misused and controlled by the 
power of sin and the term “Spirit” to the power of the risen Christ in the 
individual and community. 
 

John 11:1-45 
In this last of the seven signs in the gospel of John that demonstrate Jesus’ 
divinity, Jesus first explained the sign and then performed it. As expected in 
John’s gospel, the sign functions as a metaphor for the identity of Jesus. What 
happens to Lazarus is resuscitation, not the resurrection: Christ is the 
resurrection, and his power gives life to this world. In John’s narrative, it is 
the raising of Lazarus that incited the authorities to seek Jesus’ execution. 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayResources/2026-3-22/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayResources/2026-3-22/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayResources/2026-3-22/0#
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Today in the Parish 

   
The Altar Flowers are replaced by greens at this season of Lent. 
 
Coffee hour today is in Cowans Hall. 
 
Nametags are appreciated by newcomers and others, too. You are 
welcome to write your name on one of the blanks available at the table 
at the back of the church OR bring your own from the glove 
compartment in your car or wherever you may stash them.  
 
At St. Mark’s TODAY:  COMMUNITY, FAITH, AND JUSTICE 

Please join us for the next talk in a series offered to the community by St. 
Mark’s Episcopal Church and co-sponsored by St. Thomas Episcopal Church. 
 

Speaker: Judge LaDoris Cordell (Ret.) 

The first African American female judge in Northern California, Judge 
Cordell is a legal commentator and police reform advocate whose 
public service record spans decades. Her memoir, Her Honor: My 
Life on the Bench . . . What Works, What’s Broken, How to Change 
It, was published in 2021, and was a California Book Award finalist. 
 

Topic: The Eleventh Commandment: How Activism Has Been and 
Continues to be Critical to the Preservation of Our Democracy 
2 p.m. – St. Mark’s Episcopal Church Parish Hall 600 Colorado Ave Palo Alto 
No charge for admission – donations appreciated. Please register at: 
tinyurl.com/march22speaker 
The series explores various issues of social and racial injustice in America and 
seeks to define a path toward justice, healing, and reconciliation. For more 
information on the series, its co-sponsors, and future speakers, please visit: 
tinyurl.com/stmarkseries. 
 

 
 

Upcoming & continuing Events  
 
Baptism, Confirmation, Reaffirmation or Reception? Do you 
desire to be baptized or have your child baptized? Would you like to 

http://tinyurl.com/march22speaker
http://tinyurl.com/stmarkseries
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reaffirm your commitment to your faith in a service of confirmation 
or reaffirmation? Would you like to become a member of the 
Episcopal Church in a rite called Reception? Please speak with Pastor 
Salying if you’re interested. The next date for baptism would be 
Easter Sunday, April 5. 
 
 

CONCERT  March 29, 6pm 
A portion of the proceeds from this concert will go to the Episcopal 
Diocese of Jerusalem, for their work for peace in the Middle East 

 
EASTER FLOWERS    Easter is Sunday, April 5th.  
The Altar Guild plans to decorate the   church with lilies, daffodils, 
and other flowers. 
If you would like to dedicate or donate towards the Easter flowers 
please sign the Flower Book in the narthex or e-mail Anne in the 
office.     ~ The Altar Guild 
 
Easter Brunch – April 5, Noon at Cowans Hall 
Following the Festive Easter Morning Service at 10:30 am, we will 
continue the celebration of Christ’s resurrection with a brunch in 
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Cowans Hall.  We will be serving a chopped Caprese salad along with 
some warm bread.  We will also be serving a wine punch, and a non-
alcoholic punch, in addition to our normal beverages.   To make our 
brunch more festive, we are asking for volunteers to bring either 
hors d’oeuvres, side dishes, or desserts to share and complement 
the meal.  Please do not feel that you need to bring something to come 
to the brunch.  All are welcome at our tables. 

HOLY WEEK & EASTER  
 

Palm Sunday / Sunday of the Passion, March 29 
Holy Eucharist Rite I at 8am  (in-person only) 

Holy Eucharist Rite II 10:30am  with Zoom livestream 
Palm Processional at both services 

 

Holy Tuesday, March 31 
Centering Prayer at 5pm  (on Zoom only) 

 

Holy Wednesday, April 1 
Noonday Prayer at 12:15pm  (on Zoom only) 

 

Maundy Thursday, April 2 
Worship beginning at 6:00pm in Cowans Hall with Agape meal  

(in-person only) 
 

Good Friday, April 3 
12:15pm:   Proper liturgy in the church  (in-person only) 

6:00pm   Good Friday worship Stations of the Cross   
(on Zoom only—same link as Sundays) 

 

Holy Saturday, April 4 
7:00pm Holy Saturday contemplative worship  (in-person only) 

 

Easter Sunday, April 5 
Festive Holy Eucharist—one service only—at 10:30am 

in the church with Zoom livestream 
followed by festive reception and egg hunt! 
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Earth Day Festival: Empowering Our Community 
Sunnyvale's Earth Day Festival features family-friendly and 
sustainability-focused activities. Bike to the event and explore a 
variety of environmental activities hands-free after checking your bike 
at our free valet.  
For more information, email us or call 408-730-7717. 
Location: Sunnyvale Civic Center, 456 W. Olive Ave. 
Date & Time: Saturday, April 11, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Event Activity  
This Earth Day, turn your curiosity into community science! As part 
of the 2026 Sunnyvale Earth Day Festival, we are hosting a city-wide 
BioBlitz through the iNaturalist app. Download the app before the 
event and stop by the BioBlitz booth at Earth Day to participate.  
Whether you’re an experienced naturalist or a curious beginner, your 
observations help scientists track local biodiversity and protect our 
unique ecosystems. 
 
 

Dearly Departed from St. Thomas 
Pat Williams 

passed away in November.  The family is now planning a service for 
her on Saturday April 11, 2026 at 10:00am. (No reception.)  
 
 

QED (Queer Episcopal Discussions) Group: Love  
On April 12 (postponed due to Easter) we will examining how we 
love and how we should love, using a liberation theology lens with 
critical compassion. We have considered these subjects for millennia, 
from the Iliad, Queen Esther, Ruth, Song of Songs and Corinthians 13 
to King Arthur, Shakespearean plays, soap operas, modern romance 
novels and fanworks. In our discussion we will explore how honoring 
the fullness of how we love, from agape to eros, may bless our lives 
and why it’s at the heart of Jesus commandments, to love God and our 
fellow human beings. 

mailto:green@sunnyvale.ca.gov
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/bioblitz-sunnyvale-earth-day-festival-2026
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/bioblitz-sunnyvale-earth-day-festival-2026
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You are invited to consider your favorite love story, no matter the 
type of love or story, and bring it to the discussion.  
You may also bring a snack to share and lunch to tide you over, and 
some coffee to the St Thomas library for the social time before the 
discussion starts ~12:15 

+  +  + 
This discussion group meets the first Sunday of each month after the 
10:30 service in the St Thomas library. All are welcome to explore an 
2LGBTQIA+ perspective on faith and the Christian experience in an 
open and affirming environment. It is our intention to create a safe, 
inclusive, Spirit-led sacred space where all identities are celebrated 
and beloved. Better understanding leads to a closer relationship with 
ourselves, each other and with God. For questions or to get involved, 
please talk to Aer or email them at arikevdw@hotmail.com 

 

General Announcements 
 

Helix Academy, a micro-elementary school for the “doubly-
gifted,” began to operate on our campus on March 16. They were 
able to secure their use-permit from the city. Please welcome them. 
 
 

Music Director Search  In January, we formed a Music Director 
Search Committee and have met several times since. Our first work 
was to develop both a Vision Statement — describing what our music 
ministry will look and feel like once a new Music Director is in place 
— and a Mission Statement — outlining how we will conduct the 
search process. 
On Sunday, February 22, we held a Choir Focus Group conversation 
to reflect on what we value in our current music program, what 
changes might strengthen it, and what questions we should ask 
prospective candidates. Last week we sent out a parish-wide survey 
to gather input from the broader congregation about their hopes and 
preferences for our music ministry. 

mailto:arikevdw@hotmail.com
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Once this listening phase is complete, we will finalize a job profile 
and begin advertising the position. 
 
 

Peace and Justice  
Did you know that the Episcopal Church has Public Policy and 
Witness Weekly Prayers?  
They are in English, Spanish, and French, with a tab at the top of the 
page to switch languages. Check it out to pray together with the 
Episcopalians across the country: 
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/category/office-of-government-
relations/public-policy-and-witness-weekly-prayers/ 

Action items: 

• Support the Episcopal Church in Minnesota's Migration 
Caucus with your prayers or donation 

• Contact your Senators (Schiff and Padilla) and Representative to let 
them know how you feel. 

• Keep Sunnyvale Community Services and Helping Hands Silicon 
Valley in your prayers or consider a donation as they work to 
prevent homelessness and aid our homeless neighbors. 

• See also LivableSunnyvale.org (below) 
 
Livable Sunnyvale 
Next social: Wednesday March 25 6:30pm  
 at Fibbar’s 
Next general meeting: Wednesday April 1 at 6:30pm  
with guests Sunnyvale School superintendent Gudiel Kristhwaite and 
Kristel Wickham 
 
 

St. Thomas Library    
...from the Archives Committee  
Archives Display Case: 
St. Thomas has sponsored or participated in many Outreach Programs. 

Below is a list of several of these programs. 

https://www.episcopalchurch.org/category/office-of-government-relations/public-policy-and-witness-weekly-prayers/
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/category/office-of-government-relations/public-policy-and-witness-weekly-prayers/
https://episcopalmn.org/blog/missioners/ecmn-migration-caucus
https://episcopalmn.org/blog/missioners/ecmn-migration-caucus
https://www.schiff.senate.gov/contact/
https://www.padilla.senate.gov/contact/
https://www.house.gov/representatives/find-your-representative
https://svcommunityservices.org/
https://www.helpinghandssv.org/home
https://www.helpinghandssv.org/home
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                             Rotating Shelter 

                             Chinese Congregation 

                              Refugee Program 1950 

                              Fish 1965 

                               Sioux Indian Program 1969 

                               St. Thomas Safe Haven Child Transfer Center   

                                Our Daily Bread 

                               St. Thomas Stepping Stone Jail Ministry 

                                Livable Sunnyvale 

                                Peace and Justice 

                                Angel Tree 
Submitted by the Stephanie Daugherty of the Archives Committee 

 

St. Thomas Library - QR code: 
You will find new books listed including the Book 
Club roster, library hours, topic walls, magazines, 
ministry resources and links to the Diocese of El 
Camino Real and the Diocese of California.   
 

Library Hours The church library will be open on 
Sundays after the 8 a.m. service, and again after the 10:30 service. 
Carol or a member of the Library Committee will be available to 
answer questions on Fridays from 10-12; after 12:00 our 
administrator Anne will be available until 4:00 to open the door for 
you. Call 408-736-4155 for access, or knock loudly! We request that 
you remember to wear your mask. 
 
 

Thanksgiving and Memorial Donations to Altar Guild  
Our altar guild appreciates your support in making our space holy 
and beautiful.  You can make a donation for fresh flowers on a 
designated date or a general donation for supplies, like communion 
wine and bread and oil for the candles.  You can make this donation 
online or by check, with “altar guild” on the memo line.  If 
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applicable, please also include (1) the date for the commemoration 
and (2) the person or occasion to be commemorated.  
 

 
Pledges, Offerings & Donations 
 

Your pledges and other donations may always be mailed to the 
church office and marked to the attention of the Treasurer.  
 

When donating by check, please make the check payable to “St. 
Thomas Episcopal Church”.   

We encourage you to mail in your pledges and offerings to the church 
or use our online donation option, described below. 
 

Online Giving  Please look for the “GIVE” 
option on the main menu bar on the St. Thomas 
website.  It is located on the upper right side of 
the home page.  Once you select “GIVE”, you 
will be taken to a new page where you may 
donate through PayPal, using a debit  or credit 
card. OR, if you prefer, you may go directly to 
the PayPal site through the following link: 
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-
xclick&hosted_button_id=9C43D8TLRQCLU&source=url 
or scan the QR code. 
If you choose to give online, please be aware that St. Thomas does 
pay a fee for each transaction. 
Also, if you choose to donate securities, please contact the Treasurer, 
Jim Cobb, if you need the account number and transfer 
information.  It is important to notify us when the transaction is 
submitted to ensure our prompt attention to your donation! 
 

As always, we want to say “Thank You!” 
Peace, Jim Cobb 
 

 

 
 

https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=9C43D8TLRQCLU&source=url
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=9C43D8TLRQCLU&source=url
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Small Groups and Spiritual Formation Ministries 
 

 

 

St Thomas Stepping Stones Jail Ministry 
Get proximate to the pain and you will make the deepest connection.  
Join the St. Thomas Stepping Stone Jail ministry and get  proximate 
to those who are in need of community and love.  You can 
participate by becoming a pen-pal and/or visiting people in jail 
(requires special training).    Naveen Prasad is the liaison to this 
ministry.  Please request their contact information through the office. 
 
 

Children’s Ministry  Pam Storrer is leading our children’s Sunday 
School.  Pastor Salying leads our youth ministry. Please contact 
them through the church office or the website:   www.stthomas-
svale.org 
 
Companionship Ministry  Pam Storrer and Carol Campbell lead 
our senior ministry, creating a weekly activity via email, as well as 
an occasional gift for our special church friends. If you wish to be 
included, please contact them through the church office or the 
website:   www.stthomas-svale.org 
 
 

Zooming in Men’s Spiritual Growth Group                                                   
Yes! Now you can be there in your pajamas (at least), and therefore 
sleep a bit longer. But on the other hand we can no longer advertise 
coffee + if you arrive a bit early.  We are now meeting weekly with a 
standard format, alternating between wondering what the scriptures 
might be leading us to personally on the 2nd and 4th Saturdays (9-
10 AM on your computer), and on the other Saturdays, a check-in 
and just for sanity’s sake (starting at 9 AM).  Our Zoom meetings 
are password protected so you’ll need to connect with Chris Schmidt 
(randischris@gmail.com) if you are new to the group. We invite all 
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men (even those not a part of St. Thomas) to join with us for 
fellowship and good discussion. 
 
 

St. Thomas offers English Language Classes.   
A class for Chinese speakers meets most Fridays at 10:00am in the 
church. Note: this class will NOT meet on Friday, May 8. 
 A class for Japanese speakers meets Wednesdays at 12:45pm in 
the church. 
 
 

Craft Group The Craft Group continues meeting on the second 
and fourth Thursdays of the month from 1:00pm to 3:00pm in the 
library.   The next meetings are March 26 and April 9. 
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Please see website  

www.stthomas-svale.org 

for additional week-to-week up-dates. 

http://www.stthomas-svale.org
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Weekday Worship at St. Thomas  

 
 

 
Tuesdays, 5pm Centering Prayer  (Zoom only) 

 led by Pastor Salying 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89609758620  

Dial-in option: 1 669 900 9128  
meeting ID# 89609758620 

or scan the QR code (at right) 

 
 

 
Wednesdays, 12:15pm Noonday Prayer                           

with Commemoration of a Saint 
 led by Pastor Salying:  (Zoom only) 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86313271549           
Dial-in option: 1 669 900 9128  

meeting ID# 86313271549 
or scan the QR code (at left) 

 
 
 

Thursdays, 6:30pm  Intercessory Prayer Group on Zoom (only)  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82381715053?

pwd=UmN1QXZ4UjNWdWdZbmZFYk9Bd0VwQT09  

Meeting ID: 823 8171 5053      Passcode: 189002  
One tap mobile: 

+16699009128,,82381715053#,,,,*189002# US  
(San Jose) 

or scan the QR code (at right) 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89609758620
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86313271549
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82381715053?pwd=UmN1QXZ4UjNWdWdZbmZFYk9Bd0VwQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82381715053?pwd=UmN1QXZ4UjNWdWdZbmZFYk9Bd0VwQT09
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Parish Mission Statement 
 

St. Thomas is joyfully on the way!  

We are becoming whom Jesus calls us to be:  a spiritually-centered 

community dedicated to creating connections with God, each other, 

and our neighbors, so that we might walk together with love  

toward justice, compassion, and hope. 

Rector:  The Rev. Salying Wong……………..pastorsalying@stthomas-svale.us     
Adjunct Priest:  The Rev. Barbara Stewart..…………….....................barbarastewart001@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Jim Cobb….. ………………………………..…………….Finance@stthomas-svale.org 

Parish Administrator: Anne Buelteman………… ……………….….office@stthomas-svale.org 

Children’s Ministry Co-ordinator.: Pam Storrer…..………………...family_ministry@stthomas-svale.org 

Library and Resource Center Coordinator: Carol Campbell ….........resourcecenter@stthomas-svale.org 

Music Director: Patricia Pietrzyk,…………………………….............. patriciapietrzyk@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor: Anne Buelteman.……………...………...................office@stthomas-svale.org 

Accompanist (organ/piano): Benjamin Belew ……………………….. mephistoape@gmail.com  

Our Daily Bread (ODB) Coordinator: David Barnes………...............408-736-4108, odb@stthomas-svale.org 

 

 

THE VESTRY OF ST. THOMAS EPISCOPAL CHURCH, SUNNYVALE 
 

Ann Kopischke, Senior Warden 2026   2027   2028 
Carol Campbell, Junior Warden Carol Campbell Ann Kopischke Karen Huyser 
     Naveen Raja  Eric Larkin  Quique Munoz 
      Eric Larkin, Clerk  Tian Zhu  Charlie Mendoza 
      

 

DELEGATES TO CONVENTION 
 Mabel Cheng  Stephanie Daugherty        Susan Durham Powers      Aer van de Water  

      
 

       St. Thomas website: www.stthomas-svale.org 

 


