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Fourth Sunday after  the Epiphany  

 
 

 

Holy Eucharist                            Rite IIñ10:30am 

February 1, 2026 
 

Welcome to worship this morning. 

We are so happy you are here today, in-person and online. 
 
 

For those who have vulnerable health issues, our 10:30am services always 
offers an option to worship from the safety of home.  Please stay home if you 
feel sick.   
 

For those attending remotely, you may connect in either of two ways: 
 

1.  by computer or smartphone (video and audio): 
You may access our ZOOM meeting on the following link:                                                           

     https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82690025101  

2. by telephone (audio only):                                                                                                      
Dial +1 669 900 9128        Meeting ID: 826 9002 5101 

 

When prompted for a participant number, touch the pound key ( # ) . 
Please follow the usual procedures for muting and unmuting (*6 )  and raising a 
hand (*9 ).      For the sake of audio clarity, your mic will be muted on entry.  
 
 

 Please note:  Regarding joining us on Zoom, we welcome newcomers and 
 appreciate your on-time attendance.  If you arrive more than 15 minutes 
 after the service begins, our Zoom protocols may not permit your joining 
 the service.  Equally important, please be sure that your zoom account ID 
 includes your first  and last name.  We look forward to seeing you. 
 
 
 

 

Prelude 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82690025101
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from  The Book of Occasional Services 

 

Please place the candles you wished to have blessed  
on the table with the votive candles in the nave.  

 

Please take a taper that will be lit for the procession.  
 

 

At the table of candles, the Officiant greets the people with these words: 

  
Officiant:  Light and peace in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

People:     Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Officiant: Dear people of God, tomorrow marks forty days after we 
   celebrated the joyful feast of the incarnation of Jesus. 
   On this day we recall the day on which he was presented 
   in the temple, fulfilling the law of Moses. Led by the  
   Spirit, Simeon and Anna came to the temple, recognized 
   the child as the Christ, and proclaimed him with joy.  
   United by the same Spirit, we now enter the house of  
   God, where we shall recognize Christ in the breaking of 
   bread. 

   Let us pray.  
     

   O eternal God, who has created all things; on this day 
   you fulfilled the petitions of the just Simeon: we humbly 

The Feast of the Presentation or Candlemas 

is celebrated on February 2,  

forty days after Christmas and halfway point to the Spring equinox. 

This feast has been called other names, including the Purification of 

the Virgin Mary and Candlemas.  In some traditions, this day 

represented the end of the Season of Epiphany, which was marked by 

a procession of lights to the streets, to represent carrying the light of 

Christ outside the church building into ordinary life.   
 

We will observe some of this tradition today, February 1. 
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   ask you to bless and sanctify these candles for our use. 
   Graciously hear our prayers and be merciful to us,  
   whom you have redeemed by your Son, who is the light 
   of the world, and who lives and reigns with you and the 
   Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. Amen.  

 
During the following canticle, the taper candles are lighted.  

 

 

Canticle                          Wonder, Love, and Praise #891 

Song of Simeon 
The congregation may join the choir in singing the refrain.  



5 

 

Zoom participants please stay muted. 

 
Officiant:  Let us pray. 
   O God, source of all light, today you revealed to the  
   aged Simeon and Anna your light which enlightens the 
   nations. Fill our hearts with the light of faith, that we  
   who bear these candles may walk in the path of   
   goodness, through Jesus Christ the Light of the World.  
   Amen. 
 
 
The Procession  

   Let us go forth in peace. 
People:   In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 

The altar party processes to the chancel steps . 
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Opening Hymn                                                             Hymnal #381 

Thy Strong Word 
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Officiant:  Let us pray. 
  

   O God, you have made this day holy by the presentation 
   of your Son in the Temple, and by the purification of the 
   Blessed Virgin Mary: Mercifully grant that we, who  
   delight in her humble readiness to be the birth-giver of 
   the Only- begotten, may rejoice for ever in our adoption 
   as his siblings sisters and brothers; through Jesus Christ 
   our Lord. Amen. 
 

 
 

Antiphon 
  

We have waited in silence on your loving-kindness, 

 O Lord, in the midst of your temple. 
  

Your praise, like your Name, O God, reaches to the world's end;  
 your right hand is full of justice. 
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Gloria 

 

 

Collect for the Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany                  

Celebrant:   The Lord be with you. 
People:        And also with you 
Celebrant:    Let us pray. 
 

   Almighty and everlasting God, you govern all things  
   both in heaven and on earth: Mercifully hear the   
   supplications of your people, and in our time grant us 
   your peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives  
   and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
   ever and ever.  Amen. 

 
 

After the Collect, all extinguish their candles.  
You are encouraged to keep your votive candle and use it for your prayers. 
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The First Lesson         Micah 6:1-8 
 

Hear what the Lord says: 
 Rise, plead your case before the mountains, 
 and let the hills hear your voice. 
Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the Lord, 
 and you enduring foundations of the earth; 
for the Lord has a controversy with his people, 
 and he will contend with Israel. 
 

ñO my people, what have I done to you? 
 In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 
For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, 
 and redeemed you from the house of slavery; 
and I sent before you Moses, 
 Aaron, and Miriam. 
O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, 
 what Balaam son of Beor answered him, 
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 
 that you may know the saving acts of the Lord.ò 
 

ñWith what shall I come before the Lord, 
 and bow myself before God on high? 
Shall I come before him with burnt-offerings, 
 with calves a year old? 
Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, 
 with tens of thousands of rivers of oil? 
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
 the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?ò 
 

He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 
 and what does the Lord require of you 
but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
 and to walk humbly with your God? 
   

Lector:   Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Churches. 
People:    Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 15                                                          Expansive Language Version 

The people join in singing the responses;  

Lord, who may dwell in your tabernacle?  
 who may abide upon your holy hill? 
 

Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right,  
 who speak the truth from their heart.   Refrain   

 

There is no guile upon their tongue; 
they do no evil to their friend;  
 they do not heap contempt upon their neighbor. 
 

In their sight the wicked are rejected,  
 but they honor those who fear the Lord.   Refrain   

 

They have sworn to do no wrong  
 and do not take back their word.   
 



11 

 

They do not give their money in hope of gain,  
 nor do they take a bribe against the innocent. 
 

Those who do these things  
 shall never be overthrown.       Refrain   

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

The Epistle:            1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
 

 The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are 
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is 
written, 
  ñI will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
  and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.ò 
 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the 
debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the 
world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God 
through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our 
proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and 
Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling 
block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the 
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom 
of God. For God's foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God's 
weakness is stronger than human strength. 
 Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were 
wise by human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of 
noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the 
wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God 
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chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to 
reduce to nothing things that are, so that no one might boast in the 
presence of God. He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who 
became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification 
and redemption, in order that, as it is written, ñLet the one who boasts, 
boast in the Lord.ò 

          

Lector:   Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Churches. 
People:    Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 

Gradual Hymn               Wonder, Love, and Praise  #779 

                     The Church of Christ 

continued next page 
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The Gospel:           Matthew 5:1-12 
 

Gospeler:  The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ  
                                                                      according to Luke. 
People:       Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after 
he sat down, his disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and 
taught them, saying: 
 ñBlessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven.  
 ñBlessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.  
 ñBlessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.  
 ñBlessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for 
they will be filled.  
 ñBlessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.  
 ñBlessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.  
 ñBlessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of 
God.  
 ñBlessed are those who are persecuted for righteousnessô sake, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  
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 ñBlessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and 
utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and 
be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they 
persecuted the prophets who were before you." 
 

Gospeler:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People:     Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 

 

Sermon  
 
 

After the sermon there will be a time of silence for reflection. 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

The Nicene Creed                                                                
 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
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    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

 

 

The Prayers of the People                                             Marty Haugen 

Please join in singing the response.  
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The Confession       
  

   Let us confess our sins to God. 
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All:   God of all mercy,  
   we confess that we have sinned against you,    
   opposing your will in our lives.  
   We have denied your goodness in each other,   
    in ourselves, and in the world you have created.  
   We repent of the evil that enslaves us,  
   the evil we have done,  
   and the evil done on our behalf.  
   Forgive, restore, and strengthen us  
   through our Savior Jesus Christ,  
   that we may abide in your love    
   and serve only your will. Amen. 
 
 
Absolution                                                    

Celebrant:  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your 
   sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in 
   all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep 
   you in eternal life.  Amen. 
 
 
The Peace    
 

Celebrant:  The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People:      And also with you. 
 

The people and the ministers greet one another. 

 
 
Birthdays and Anniversaries 

 

 

Announcements   
 

        

                      



19 

 

 

   The Great Thanksgiving  

 
Offertory sentence   

 

Offertory Anthem                               A. Kopylow, arr. Peter J. Wilhousky  

Heavenly Light 
Members of the St. Thomas Choir 
Patricia Pietrzyk, director 
Benjamin Belew, accompanist 

 
 

Celebrant:     All things come of you, O Lord. 
People:     And of your own have we given you. 
 
 
 

Sursum corda                        Eucharistic Prayer 3. Enriching Our Worship 1 
 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
 

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
People:   We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
               
Celebrant: All thanks and praise are yours at all times and in all places,  

our true and loving God;  
through Jesus Christ, your eternal Word, 
the Wisdom from on high by whom you created all things.  
You laid the foundations of the world 
and enclosed the sea when it burst out from the womb;  
You brought forth all creatures of the earth  
and gave breath to humankind.  
Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing,  
all you create is a sign of hope for our journey;  
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And so as the morning stars sing your praises  
we join the heavenly beings and all creation  
as we shout with joy: 
 

Sanctus  
All: 
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Celebrant:  Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all,  
your Word has never been silent;  
you called a people to yourself, as a light to the nations,  
you delivered them from bondage  
and led them to a land of promise.  
Of your grace, you gave Jesus  
to be human, to share our life,  
to proclaim the coming of your holy reign  
and give himself for us, a fragrant offering.  
 

Through Jesus Christ our Redeemer,  
you have freed us from sin,  
brought us into your life,  
reconciled us to you,  
and restored us to the glory you intend for us. 
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We thank you that on the night before he died for us 
Jesus took bread,  
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it,  
gave it to his friends and said:  
ñTake, eat, this is my Body, broken for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me.ò  
 

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine,  
said the blessing, gave it to his friends and said:  
ñDrink this, all of you:  
this cup is the new Covenant in my Blood,  
poured out for you and for all  
for the forgiveness of sin.  
Do this for the remembrance of me.ò  
 

And so, remembering all that was done for us:  
the cross, the tomb, the resurrection and ascension,  
longing for Christôs coming in glory,  
and presenting to you these gifts  
your earth has formed and human hands have made,  
we acclaim you, O Christ: 

 

Celebrant and People:  
Dying, you destroyed our death.  
Rising, you restored our life.  
Christ Jesus, come in glory!  

 

Celebrant:   Send your Holy Spirit upon us  
       and upon these gifts of bread and wine  

that they may be to us  
the Body and Blood of your Christ.  
Grant that we, burning with your Spiritôs power,  
may be a people of hope, justice and love.  
 

Giver of Life, draw us together in the Body of Christ,  
and in the fullness of time gather us  
with blessed Thomas, and all your people  
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into the joy of our true eternal home. 
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ,  
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  
we worship you our God and Creator  
in voices of unending praise. 

 

Celebrant and People:  
            Blessed are you now and for ever. AMEN. 
 

             As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray  
 
 

The Lordõs Prayer 
 

  Our Father in heaven, 
      hallowed be your Name, 
       your kingdom come, 
         your will be done, 
          on earth as in heaven. 
  Give us today our daily bread. 
  Forgive us our sins 
      as we forgive those 
          who sin against us. 
  Save us from the time of trial, 
      and deliver us from evil. 
  For the kingdom, the power, 
      and the glory are yours, 
      now and for ever. Amen. 

 
 
The Breaking of the Bread 

 
 

The Fraction Anthem  

Celebrant: Alleluia, Christ our passover is sacrificed for us. 
People:   Therefore, let us keep the feast.  Alleluia.     
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Celebrant:   The gifts of God for the people of God.    
 
 

The Communion                   

 

         Everyone is invited to come to the altar railing during Communion.  
 

¶ You may stand or kneel at the altar rail, as you are able.  
¶ The wine will be served in the chalice and in the small cups.  The chalice 

will precede the cups.  If you do not reach for the chalice, it will pass and 
the cups will follow.  (Please place the empty cup on one of the trays near 
the aisles.) 

¶ Please, do not dip the bread in the wine. 
¶ If you do not wish to receive communion, you may receive a blessing:  

       please cross your arms over your chest as a sign that you wish to be 
 blessed. 

¶ Gluten free bread is available upon asking. 

 

 

 
Communion Hymn                                                      Hymnal #593 

Lord, Make Us Servants of Your Peace 
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