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First Sunday afier Epiphany
The Baptism of Our Lord

Holy Eucharist Rite II-10:30am
January 11, 2026

Welcome to worship this morning.
We are so happy you are here today, m-person and online.

For those who have vulnerable health issues, our 10:30am services always
offers an option to worship from the safety of home. Please stay home if you

feel sick.
For those attending remotely, you may connect in either of two ways:

1. by computer or smartphone (video and audio):
You may access our ZOOM meeting on the following link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/;/82690025101
2. by telephone (audio only):
Dial +1 669 900 9128 Meeting ID: 826 9002 5101

When prompted for a participant numpber, touch the pound key (#) .
Please follow the usual procedures for muting and unmuting (*0') and raising a
hand (79).  For the sake of audio clarity, yvour mic will be muted on entry.

Please note: Regarding jorning us on Zoom, we welcome newcomers and
appreciate your on-time attendance. If you arrive more than 15 mnutes
alter the service begins, our Zoom protocols may not permit your JoIning
the service. Equally important, please be sure that your zoom account ID
mcludes your first and last name. We look forward to seeing you.

*

Prelude


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82690025101

Opening Hymn Hymnal #135
Songs of Thankfulness and Praise
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1 Songs of thank - ful - ness and praise, Je - sus, Lord, to thee we raise,
2 Man-i-fest at Jor- dan’s stream, Pro-phet, Priest, and King Su-preme
3 Man-i-fest in mak-ing whole pal-sied limbs and faint-ing soul;
4 Man-i-fest on moun-tain height, shin-ing in re- splen-dent light,
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man-i-fest-ed by the star to the sa -ges from a- far;
and at Ca-na, wed -ding-guest, in thy God-head man -i - fest.
man-i- fest in  val - iant fight, quell-ing all the dev-il's might;
where dis - ci - ples filled with awe thy trans-fi- gured glo-ry saw.
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branch of roy - al Da-vid'sstem in  thybirth at Beth-le - hem;
man -i-fest_ in powerdi- vine, chang-ing wa-ter in - to wine;

man-i-fest_ in gra-ciouswill, ev - erbring-ing goodfromill;
When from there thou led - dest them stead -fastto Je - ru - sa-lem,
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an -thems be to thee ad - dressed, God in man made man -i - fest.
an -thems be to thee ad - dressed, God in man made man -i - fest.
an -thems be to thee ad - dressed, God in man made man -i - fest.
cross and Eas-ter Day at - test, Godin man made man-i- fest.
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Words: Sts. 1-3, Christopher Wordsworth (1807-1885); st. 4, F. Bland Tucker (1895-1984)
Music: Salzburg, melody Jakob Hintze (1622-1702); harm. Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 77.71.D
Opening Acclamation
_g Celebrant:

Bless-ed be God: most holy, 'glorious and undivided Trin-i - ty.

l People:

L Celebrant:

& ‘ L4
And bless-ed be God’s reign, now and for ev-er. A-men.

- P— —o—9 — 0 —6—"
There 1s one body and one Spi - rit;

People:

E- & .—-9—1-

There is one hope in God’s call to wus;

Celebrant:

L‘:— —————
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One Lord, one Faith, one Bap - tism;

People:

@ & G .
One God and Fa - ther of all



Collect for Purity

Celebrant:  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires
known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.

Amen.
Gloria Gather #199
Refrain/Canon
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Glo-ry to God, glo-rytoGod, glo- ry in__ the high - est.
Glo - ri-a, glo - ri-a, in ex-cel - sis De - o
A 3. pr 4.
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Glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God, al-le-lu-ia, al - le - lu - ia!
Glo - ri-a, glo - ri-a, al- le-lu- ia, al - le - lu - ia!

Collect for the First Sunday after Epiphany
—«L—_ -

Celebrant: God be with you.
T — 5
People: And also with you
—— — —
Celebrant: Let us pray.



Celebrant:  Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the
River Jordan proclaimed him your beloved Son and
anointed him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are
baptized into his Name may keep the covenant they
have made, and boldly confess him as Lord and Savior;
who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one
God, 1n glory everlasting. Amen.

The First Lesson Isaiah 42:1-9

Here 1s my servant, whom I uphold,
my chosen, in whom my soul delights;
I have put my spirit upon him;
he will bring forth justice to the nations.
He will not cry or lift up his voice,
or make it heard in the street;
a bruised reed he will not break,
and a dimly burning wick he will not quench;
he will faithfully bring forth justice.
He will not grow faint or be crushed
until he has established justice in the earth;
and the coastlands wait for his teaching.

Thus says God, the LorD,
who created the heavens and stretched them out,
who spread out the earth and what comes from it,
who gives breath to the people upon it
and spirit to those who walk in it:
I am the LorD, I have called you in righteousness,
I have taken you by the hand and kept you;
I have given you as a covenant to the people,
a light to the nations,
to open the eyes that are blind,
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon,
from the prison those wglo sit in darkness.



Lector: Hear what the Spirit 1s saying to the Churches.
People: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 29 Expansive Language Version
1he people join in singing the responses;
A 4 # Refram:
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The voice of the Lord is up-on the wa-ters

Ascribe to the Lord, you gods,
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.

Ascribe to the Lord the glory that is due the holy Name;
worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. Refrain

A . 4 Refrain:
?f} —— — > — -
The voice of the Lord is up-on the wa-ters

The voice of the Lord is upon the waters;
the God of glory thunders;
the Lord 1s upon the mighty waters.

The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice;
the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor. Refrain

n » 4 Refiain:
- [ — ® 7 &
The voice of the Lord is up-on the wa-ters.



The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees;
the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon;

The Lord makes Lebanon skip like a calf,
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.  Refrain

p s 4 Refram:
f} =5 ——————————————
The voice of the Lord is wup-on the wa-ters.

The voice of the Lord splits the flames of fire;
the voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness;
the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.

The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe
and strips the forests bare.

And 1in the temple of the Lord
all are crying, "Glory!"  Refrain

p s 4 Refiain:
- [ — i z &
The voice of the Lord is up-on the wa-ters

The Lord sits enthroned above the flood;
the Lord sits enthroned as Sovereign for evermore.

The Lord shall give strength to the chosen people;
the Lord shall give the people the blessing of peace. Refrain

A s 4 Reffam:

, L 4

The voice of the Lord is wup-on the wa-ters.
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The Epistle: Acts 8:14-17

When the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted
the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them. The two went
down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit (for
as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of them; they had only been
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). Then Peter and John laid
their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.

Lector: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Gradual Hymn Hymnal #132
When Christ’s Appearing Was Made Known

ﬂ - 1 I 1
19 I ! t 1 T

£
= - o e — —
1 When Christ’s ap - pear- ing was made known, King He - rod
2 The east- ern sa - ges saw from far and fol - lowed
3 With - in the Jor-dan’s sa- cred flood the heaven-ly
4 Oh, what a mir- a - cle di -vine, when wa - ter
5 All glo - ry, Je-sus, be to thee, for  this thy
Ny 1
e et —
1 trem - bled for his throne; but he who of - fers
2 on his guid-ing star; by light their way to
3 Lamb in meek - ness stood, that he, to whom no
4 red -dened in - to wine! He spoke the word, and
S glad e - piph- a - nyv: whom with the Fa - ther
= — ]
) - s——
1 heaven-ly birth sought not the king-doms of this earth.
2 Light they trod, and by their gifts con-fessed their God.
3 sin  was known, might cleanse his peo - ple from their own.
4 forth it flowed in streams that na - ture ne’er be - stowed.
S5 we a- dore and Ho - Iv Ghostfor ev - er- more.
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The Gospel: Luke 3:15-22

Gospeler: The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Luke.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were
questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the
Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, "I baptize you with
water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not
worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the
Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his
threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff
he will burn with unquenchable fire."

So, with many other exhortations, John proclaimed the good
news to the people. But Herod the ruler, who had been rebuked by
him because of Herodias, his brother’s wife, and because of all the
evil things that Herod had done, added to them all by shutting up John
in prison.

Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had
been baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, and the Holy
Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice
came from heaven, "You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well
pleased."

Gospeler: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you Lord Christ.

Sermon

Alfter the sermon there will be a time of silence for reflection.

+
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THE RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL VOWS

As you are sprinkled, it 1s appropriate to make the sign of the cross.

The Baptismal Covenant

Celebrant: Do you believe in God the Father?
People: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Celebrant: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
People: 1 believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and
born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand
of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Celebrant: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
People: 1 believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting.

Celebrant: Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship,
in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers ?
People: 1 will, with God’s help.

Celebrant: Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall
into sin, repent and return to the Lord?
People: 1 will, with God’s help.

Celebrant: Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of

God 1n Christ? .



People: I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant: Will you seek and serve Christ 1n all persons, loving your
neighbor as yourself?
People: I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant: Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and
respect the dignity of every human being?
People: I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant: May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who has given us a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit,
and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in
eternal life by his grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord.

People:  Amen.

The Prayers of the People Marty Haugen
Please jomn in singing the response.

All: repear contnuoush (under Leader)
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All:
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Godee— of mer - ¢y, hold us in love.
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Leader: [A - B| Respounse (as above)
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1. In peace, in peace, we pray. to you:
Leader: [A B|Response (as above)
o I T S e

2. For peace and sal-va-tion, we pray to you:

Leader: |A ¢

?’ F r};!

3. For peace be-tween na-tions, for peace be-tween peo-ples:

13 continued next page



Respouse
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God—. of mer - cy, hold us in love.
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Resporse
Leader: |A ¢ abore
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4, For us who are gath-ered to wor-ship and praise you:
5. For all of your ser-vants who live out your gos-pel:

6. For all those who gov-ern, that jus-tice might guide them:
7. For all those who la-bor in ser-vice to oth-ers:

8. Grant weath-er that nour-ish- es all of cre - a-tion:

9. Keep watch on our loved ones and keep us from dan-ger:

10, For all the be-lov-ed who rest inyour mer-cy:

|eader:
6 e s lrers
¥

Help us, com-fort us, all of our days:

continued next page
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All:
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Keep— us, hold — us, gra - cious God.
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The Peace

Celebrant: The peace of Christ be always with you.
People:  And also with you.

1he people and the ministers greet one another.

Birthdays and Anniversaries

Announcements

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING %
Offertory sentence
Offertory Anthem Buddy Greene/Mark Lowry

Mary, Did You Know?
Members of the St. Thomas Choir
Patricia Pietrzyk, director

Benjamin Belew, accompanist
15



Celebrant:  All things come of you, O Lord.

People: And of your own have we given you.
Sursum corda Euchanistic Prayer 3. Enriching Our Worship 1
Celebrant: People:
___'_._L._‘_l_.._o;’_._,.;.L.__'__e__l_’bi
~ ~~ Nt ~
The Lord be  with you. And al-so with you.
Celebrant: People:
" L M
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Lift  up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant:

l aad
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People:

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Celebrant:
All thanks and praise are yours at all times and in all places,
our true and loving God;
through Jesus Christ, your eternal Word,
the Wisdom from on high by whom you created all things.
You laid the foundations of the world
and enclosed the sea when 1t burst out from the womb;
You brought forth all creatures of the earth
and gave breath to humankind.
Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing,
all you create 1s a sign of hope for our journey;

And so as the morning stars sing your praises
we join the heavenly beings and all creation
as we shout with joy:
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Sanctus Wonder, Love, and Praise #858

(4} | il

SR s = == F_::H:
— ro r

Ho-1ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of powerand

0 l e — sl \1
& -'-7-\ i - " .
) . ‘ - g
r Scigase” — = T
might, heaven and earth  are full of your glo-ry. Ho -
ol - i -
,I. v ® 2 » ? ﬁ 1:

5=

Y —

Al

#—_____ = ——§—1
P I

san-na in__ the high—est *Bless-ed__ is he who comes_

A,
k.- M . : . o y )
IF:& o j;r% fr o0 =
5?‘ — I
o r—F = rJT—‘_
in the name of the Lord. Ho- san - na in__
iz W N B Jol 4 .

3 ===t ==
i

17 continued next page



3
4

e ‘#3‘

H
1]
—
R ——
- S .

r\__/r r < o ﬁ/r o< <& &
High - est. Ho-san - mna in__ the high - est
%iﬂ\ — e S

l

a'vr

Setting: American folk melody; arr. Marcia Pruner;

harm. Anna

bel Morris Buchanan (1889-1983)

© Church Pension Fund

Celebrant:

Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all,

your Word has never been silent;

you called a people to yourself, as a light to the nations,
you delivered them from bondage

and led them to a land of promise.

Of your grace, you gave Jesus

to be human, to share our life,

to proclaim the coming of your holy reign

and give himself for us, a fragrant offering.

Through Jesus Christ our Redeemer,

you have freed us from sin,

brought us into your life,

reconciled us to you,

and restored us to the glory you intend for us.

We thank you that on the night before he died for us
Jesus took bread,

and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it,
gave it to his friends and said:

“Take, eat, this 1s my Body, broken for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine,
said the blessing, gave it to his friends and said:
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“Drink this, all of you:

this cup 1s the new Covenant in my Blood,
poured out for you and for all

for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.”

And so, remembering all that was done for us:

the cross, the tomb, the resurrection and ascension,
longing for Christ’s coming in glory,

and presenting to you these gifts

your earth has formed and human hands have made,
we acclaim you, O Christ:

Celebrant and People:
Dying, you destroyed our death.
Rising, you restored our life.
Christ Jesus, come in glory!

Celebrant: Send your Holy Spirit upon us
and upon these gifts of bread and wine
that they may be to us
the Body and Blood of your Christ.
Grant that we, burning with your Spirit’s power,
may be a people of hope, justice and love.

Giver of Life, draw us together in the Body of Christ,
and in the fullness of time gather us

with blessed Thomas, and all your people

into the joy of our true eternal home.

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ,

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,

we worship you our God and Creator

in voices of unending praise.

Celebrant and People:
Blessed are you now and for ever. AMEN.
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As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,

your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

The Fraction Anthem

Celebrant:  Alleluia, Christ our passover is sacrificed for us.
People: Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Celebrant: The gifts of God for the people of God.

The Communion

Evervone 1s invited to come to the altar railing during Communion.

o You may stand or kneel at the altar rail, as you are able.

e 1The wine will be served in the chalice and n the small cups. The chalice
will precede the cups. If you do not reach for the chalice, 1t will pass and the
cups will follow. (Please place the empty cup on one of the trays near the

20



aisles.)
o Please, do not dip the bread in the wine.
« Ifyou do not wish to recerve communion, you may recerve a blessing:
please cross your arms over your chest as a sign that you wish to be

blessed.
o Gluten free bread 1s available upon asking.

Communion Hymn Hymnal #121
Christ, When For Us You Were Baptized
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1 Christ, when for us you were bap-tized, God’s Spi-rit on you came,
2 God called you his be-lov- ed Son, called you his ser-vant true,

3 Straight-way and stead-fast un-til death you then o-beyed his call
4 Bap-tize wus with your spi-rit, Lord, your cross on us be signed,
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as peace-ful as a dove and yet as ur-gentas a flame.

sent you his king-dom to pro-claim, his ho-ly will to do.
free- ly as Son of Man to serve and give your life for all.
that, like-wise in God’s ser-vice we  may per-fect free-dom find.
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Words: F. Bland Tucker (1895-1984), rev.

Music: Caithness, melody from The Psalmes of David in Prose and Meeter, 1635;
harm. The English Hymnal, 1906 , CM
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Post-Communion Prayer Please stand.

Celebrant and People:

Almighty and everliving God,

we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries

that we are living members of the Body of Christ,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.

And now, Father, send us out

to do the work you have given us to do,

to love and serve you

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Savior.

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The Blessing
Closing Hymn Hymnal #449
O Love, How Deep, How Broad, How High
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1 O love, how deep, how broad, how high, how pass-ing
2 For us Dbap-tized, for us he bore his ho - v
3 For us he praved; for us he taught, for us  his
4 For us to wick-ed hands_ be-trayed, scourged, mocked in
S For us he rose from death  a - gain; for us he
6 All glo-ryv to our Lord and God for Love so

continued next page
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1 thought and fan- ta - sy, that God the Son of
2 fast  and hun- gered sore; for us temp- ta - tions
3 dai - 1y works he wrought: by words and signs and
4 pur - ple robe ar - rayed he Dbore the shame -ful
Swent  on high to reign; for us he sent his
6 deep  so high, so broad the Trin - i - tv whom
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1 God_should take our mor - tal form__ for mor - tals’sake.
2 sharp_ he Kknew;for wus_ the tempt - er o0- ver- threw.
3 ac - tions, this still seek - ing not__ him - self, but us.
4 cross_ and death;for wus__ gave up___ his dyv - ing breath.
S Spi- rit here to guide, to strength-en, and to cheer.
6 we_ a-dore for ev - er and for ev - er - more.
Words: Latin, 15th cent.; tr. Benjamin Webb (1819-1885), alt.
Music: Deus tuorum militum, from Antiphoner, 1753; adapt. The English Hymnal, 1906, alt. LM

The Dismissal

Alleluia, Alleluia!

Go 1n peace to love and serve Jesus Christ our Savior.
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia!

Postlude
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Serving us at 10:30 am

The St. Thomas Altar Guild

Celebrant & Preacher: The Rev. Salying Wong
Eucharistic Minister: Jim Cobb
Lectors: Lou Poulain, John Pietrzyk
Psalmist: Karen Huyser
Intercessor/Cantor: Chris Schmidt
Greeters: MaryJane Johnson, Donna Cobb,
Pat Turnbull, Stephanie Daugherty

Members of the St. Thomas Choir
Director: Patricia Pietrzyk
Accompanist: Benjamin Belew

Tech lead: Eric Larkin
Zoom host: Abby O'Connell

Introductions to Lectionary Readings
1st after Epiphany Year A
from Sundays and Seasons

Isaiah 42:1-9

Probably written about 550 BCE, the four Servant Songs in Second
Isaiah are poems that claim that Israel’s sufferings after defeat and
during the exile will in the end bring about justice for the wider world.
Isaiah 42, the first Servant Song, is cast in the voice of the creator
God, YHWH (the Lord), who will elevate Israel to be a light to all
nations.

Acts 10:34-43

The Acts of the Apostles was written by the author of the gospel of
Luke probably in the mid-to-late 80s. In presenting the early decades
of the Christian movement, the author, perhaps a well-educated Jewish
Christian and a skilled storyteller, proclaimed God’s forgiveness of
sins as available to both Jews and Gentiles. In Acts 10, the summary of
Christian belief addressed by Peter to the Roman centurion Cornelius
mentions Jesus’ ministry of preaching and healing, his death and
resurrection. According to the author of Acts, the gospel of Jesus
Christ 1s not politically revolutionary.
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https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayResources/2026-1-11/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayResources/2026-1-11/0

Matthew 3:13-17
The gospel of Matthew was probably composed in the mid-80s by an
unknown author using several sources: oral material known to him,
the gospel of Mark, and perhaps a lost document that scholars call Q
(for Quelle, “source”). For Matthew, Jesus’ teaching, healing,
suffering, death and resurrection all confirm promises made to Israel
and establish a new covenant of righteousness with God that includes
also Gentiles. At Jesus’ baptism in the Jordan River, God claims him
as a Son and fills him with the Spirit. Thus Matthew connects Jesus
both with Israel’s crossing of the Jordan when entering the Promised
Land and with believers being baptized when joining the Christian
community.

————

———
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Today in the Parish
The Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God.
Coffee hour today is in Cowans Hall.

Nametags are appreciated by newcomers and others, too. You are
welcome to write your name on one of the blanks available at the
table at the back of the church OR bring your own from the glove
compartment in your car or wherever you may stash them.

Uncoming & continuing Events

Annual Meeting / Annual Report Coming sooner than you
think! The Annual Meeting will be held January 25, 2026
following a single worship service that morning at 10:30am. The
Annual Report will be presented. Mark your calendars - individual
reports from parish committees and groups will be due to the office
by January 15.
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Gold stars to Dorothy Furgerson and Mabel Cheng who have
\/\/ already turned in the homework!

New Vestry candidates have been named. See under General
Announcements.

Invitations from All Saints in Palo Alto
Friday, January 30

All Saints Episcopal Church invites you to the opening reception
Icons in Transformation, an exhibit featuring 150 works of
contemporary art installed throughout the church grounds, by
Ludmila Pavlovska.

The evening includes an opportunity to meet the artist, hear live
music, and a raffle of one of the exhibited artworks.

OPENING NIGHT

Celebrate a contemporary art
exhibit coming to Palo Alto,
dedicated to Ukraine

Friday, January 30, 2026

7:30-9:00 pm
?\SCO
All Saints Episcopal Church é\"oﬁ p‘(o
555 Waverley Street, Palo Alto < =
| % 8
Open to the public + RSVP and N
4l0 A\,’\O

Suggested Donation

and
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Saturday, All Saints Episcopal Church brings Padraig O
January 31 Tuama to Palo Alto for a morning retreat and
. evening public conversation.

Padraig O Tuama
Padraig is the host of Poetry Unbound from On

Theologian, poet, Being Studios. Profiled in The New Yorker, his work

and bridge builder has won acclaim in circles of poetry, politics,
psychotherapy, and conflict negotiation. He joins
Yale Divinity School in 2026 as Professor in the
Practice of Spirituality.

Morning Retreat Evening Conversation

An exploration on how crossing borders in our ~ Padraig brings stories from history and his Irish

lives change us. Borders may be geographical  experiences to reflect on today’s pressing

borders, cultural, linguistic, religious, economic, questions about how we live with difference, how

race or others. we define home, and how we build communities
that can include rather than exclude.

How can we engage in hope?

Saturday, January 31, 2026 [m]'&[u]
10:00 am-1:00 pm r

Saturday, January 31, 2026
6:30-8:00 pm

Ticket required (limited to 75), b
lunch provided ticket required

Candlemas February 1 We will celebrate the Light, with a
Blessing of our candles, on Sunday February 1. Please bring candles
you may use for prayer and meals for a special blessing.

QED Lunch and Discussion Group QED (Queer Episcopal
Discussions) meets on the first Sunday of each month
following the 10:30 service in the St. Thomas library. All are
welcome to explore an LGBTQ+ perspective on faith and the
Christian experience in an open and affirming environment. It

1s our intention to create a safe, inclusive, Spirit-led sacred space
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where all identities are celebrated and beloved. Better understanding
leads to a closer relationship with ourselves, each other, and with
God.

Next meeting will be Sunday February 1 following 10:30am
worship.

Please Pledge to St. Thomas. Each year, we raise the funds
necessary to run the church. Your pledge of support for the year helps
the leadership plan and makes possible the valuable ministries that we
love. If you have already made a pledge for 2026, thank you.

If not, please consider making a financial pledge to our
church. Your pledge cards may be placed in the Sunday
offering plate,
mailed to the Church Office, emailed to the Treasurer
at finance@stthomas-svale.org, or given to the Treasurer or Rector.

Thank you for your generosity!

Vestry RE: Annual meeting Sunday January 25
Additional business at the Annual meeting will include the proposal
of a change to our by-laws, as noted below:

Recommendation to amend the St. Thomas Bylaws
January 6, 2026

Explanation:
It has become necessary to reduce the minimum number of vestry
members due to our decreased membership. When our pledge units
were between 80-100, we had 12 members of vestry. Our average
pledge units are now 55-60. In addition, the congregations average
age has shifted to an older average age. Most of our members have
served multiple times on vestry. It is reasonable and necessary to
reduce the minimum number of vestry numbers to right-size our
leadership body and prevent exhausting our volunteers.
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Changes proposed:
The sentences to be amended are in Article 4, VESTRY, sections 1, 4
and 15 as indicated here.

The first sentence in section 1 to be changed to read: The Board of
Directors hereafter referred to as the vestry shall have a minimum of
six and a maximum of 12 elected members. All members will be duly
elected according to these Bylaws. The Rector shall be an ex-officio
member.

Nominations: Nominations for vestry will be accepted until such a
time as the vestry meets to determine the final slate of candidates. The
final slate of candidates should be published one month ahead of the
Annual Meeting.

Election: The election shall take place at the Annual Meeting held
before February 15 of each year. No nominations will be accepted at
the Annual Meeting unless approval has been granted by the Rector
and the vestry at least one month prior to the annual meeting. Election
will be by show of hands or written ballot and the winner(s) will be
determined by simple majority.

The third sentence of section 4 to be changed to read: Vacancies on the
vestry shall be filled in the manner provided by said constitution and
canons, provided that vacancies in unfinished terms with less than 12
months remaining need not be filled unless the number of members of
the vestry, other than the Rector, falls below six.

Paragraph (a) of section 15 to be changed to read: Vacancies in the
vestry shall be filled in the manner provided by said constitution and
canons, provided that vacancies in unfinished terms with less than 12
months remaining need not be filled unless the number of members of
the vestry, other than the Rector, falls below six.

Vestry Candidates
. Carol Campbell — candidate for one-year term
replacing Jeannie Battagin
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[ was born and raised in Minnesota and survived

the cold weather in Duluth for library school. Shortly
after I moved to California, I met my husband, and we
were married at Grace Cathedral. We found St.
Thomas as our family home in 1976 and have been
here ever since. My main passion has been the church
library, with its dedication in 1979 1in the :
room that 1s now Resurrection Chapel and seeing the move to the
office wing in 1984. The Resource Center was officially added in
2009 by the Diocese of EI Camino Real and the Diocese of
California.

In past years, I have seen a lot of construction take place at St.
Thomas, from new church windows, a new building added, parking
lot paved, remodeling of office wing and kitchen, the Columbarium
constructed, the Alpha-Omega patio and more.

I have served as junior warden, senior warden, president of our
Episcopal Church Women (ECW), a member of the Financial
Stability Committee, a member of

the Festival Committee but utmost faithful to the library. I look
forward to joining the vestry as I have a lot to learn how a
vestry operates today versus my time in the 80’s and 90’s.

. Karen Huyser - candidate for three-year term
I grew up in the Trenton, New Jersey area and spent
my teenage years in East Lansing, Michigan. I was
raised Episcopalian, and I'm proud to say that my
Mom & Dad were founding members of All Saints
Episcopal Church in East Lansing, where I was one
of the first babies born and baptized. I joined my
first church choir in New J ersey at the age of seven
and have been singing ever since.

After college at the University of Mlchlgan and a few years in
Tucson, Arizona, I came to Stanford in 1983 to work on an MSEE and
PhD. St. Thomas was the nearest Episcopal church, so I tried it first
and was hooked. Bill Cowans wgg rector at that time. Jane




Marguerite Russell and I started weekly evening Taize services a year
or so later.

Being peripatetic and broadly curious about religious thought and
practice, I've left St. Thomas for practices like Zen Buddhism over the
years, but I always seem to return. I attended for a few years while
Wendy Smith was rector, left again, and returned in 2011 near the

time she retired. Now I seem to be back for good.

Most of my life, I was too wrapped up with my studies or employment
to serve the church beyond the music program. Now retired, I hope to
have more time for church service. I've never served on the vestry
before, and I'm looking forward to learning more about the inner
workings of St. Thomas Church.

Peace and Justice The Pcace & Justice news continues.

It's been a busy news cycle. Want to respond?

Write to your members of Congress - the Senate has voted to open
debate on a resolution invoking the War Powers Act which requires
Congressional approval of drawn-out military engagements.

Show support for Congress's military oversight by reaching out to
their offices:

Senator Alex Padilla: https://www.padilla.senate.gov/contact/

Senator Adam Schiff: https://www.schiff.senate.gov/contact/

If you live in Sunnyvale, your representative is probably Congressman
Ro Khanna: https://khanna.house.gov/contact

Or use this link to find your rep: https://www.house.gov/representatives/
find-your-representative

Links to more information about what's behind these actions in terms
of Venezuela and Greenland and the killing of Renee Good by an ICE
agent in Minnesota.

(See also the Livable Sunnyvale announcement below.)

Livable Sunnyvale advocating for housing, transportation,

sustainability, and equity .


https://www.padilla.senate.gov/contact/
https://www.schiff.senate.gov/contact/
https://khanna.house.gov/contact
https://www.house.gov/representatives/find-your-representative
https://www.house.gov/representatives/find-your-representative
http://
https://www.cnn.com/world/live-news/venezuela-oil-trump-01-08-26
https://time.com/7344316/republicans-break-ranks-with-trump-over-greenland-annexation-threat/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/renee-good-killed-ice-minneapolis-what-we-know/

Social: Wednesday, January 28 @ 6:30pm (@ Fibbar MaGees on
Murphy.

General Meeting: Wednesday, February 4 (@ 6:30pm (@ Sunnyvale
Community Services and on Zoom. (more info to come)

St. Thomas Library - Two books for January
Eleanor Roosevelt’s Nightly Prayer: the religious life of the First

Lady of the world. By Don Mitchell. r—

A deep exploration of how Eleanor Roosevelt's Christian

faith led her to become one of the most well-known and | “<uonressvee
praised humanitarians. A great woman who was heavily a
involved 1in politics, Eleanor Roosevelt is considered one | *=

of the most important and beloved First Ladies and o

female leaders. Her faith and beliefs are commonly
dismissed as confines of her upbringing that she broke

free from; however, her dedication to the Episcopal

Church and her reliance on Jesus's teachings imply otherwise.
Read about her nightly prayer — “Our Father, who has set a restlessness
in our hearts and made us all seekers after that which we can never
fully find, forbid us to be satisfied with what we make of life.”

Carol’s favorite quote of Eleanor Roosevelt: “It isn’t enough to talk
about peace. One must believe 1n it. And it 1sn’t enough to believe in
it. One must work at 1t.”

Much Beloved Daughter: the story of Florence Li Tim Qi by Ted
Harrison.

'Florence L1 Tim-O1 (last name Li, given name Tim-O1,
chosen name Florence) was the first woman priest

§ ordained in the Anglican Communion. When she was
‘$born in Hong Kong in 1907, people generally preferred
sons over daughters, but her parents gave her a name

- meaning “much-beloved daughter.” L1 Tim-O1 joined the
Anglican church and chose the name Florence at her
baptism in honor of Florence Nightingale. We celebrate
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the feast of Florence on January 24, the eve of her ordination which
was held in Toronto.

Additional books for Epiphany include:

[taly - Strega Nona's Gift or The Legend of Old Befana: An Italian
Christmas Story.

Mexico - Hurray for Three Kings Day

New Mexico — The Secret Stars

Puerto Rico -Three Kings Day: a celebration at Christmastime.
Russia - Uncle Vova’s Tree

From the Archives Committee
Archives Display Case:

St. Thomas Church was consecrated on Sunday, June 7, 1981 during
the Feast of Pentecost.

Bishop Shannon Mallory was the Chief Celebrant of the service.
Reverend William Cowans and Reverend Robert Williams were the
parish clergy.

During the service the church was consecrated, and Holy Baptism
and Holy Communion were celebrated.

The pictures displayed include Bishop Mallory standing before the
church doors surrounded by the moat which use to be present. There
are pictures of the Junior Choir, Baptism, and the dinner following the
service. Submitted by the Archives Committee

Thanksgiving and Memorial Donations to Altar Guild

Our altar guild appreciates your support in making our space holy and
beautiful. You can make a donation for fresh flowers on a designated
date or a general donation for supplies, like communion wine and bread
and oil for the candles. You can make this donation online or by check,
with “altar guild” on the memo line. If applicable, please also include
(1) the date for the commemoration and (2) the person or occasion to
be commemorated.

33


https://stec-ind.skathi.opalsinfo.net/bin/index#/recDetail?kw0=DePaola,%20Tomie,%201934-&sf0=1003&recType=&pSize=20&pNum=1&sortAttr=31&sortOrder=1&op=search&dbType=&boolop0=&recRsPos=0&b2rsUrlId=5afe171bb24ac1cef25f459c662091fd
https://stec-ind.skathi.opalsinfo.net/bin/index#/recDetail?kw0=DePaola,%20Tomie,%201934-&sf0=1003&recType=&pSize=20&pNum=1&sortAttr=31&sortOrder=1&op=search&dbType=&boolop0=&recRsPos=7&b2rsUrlId=5afe171bb24ac1cef25f459c662091fd
https://stec-ind.skathi.opalsinfo.net/bin/index#/recDetail?kw0=DePaola,%20Tomie,%201934-&sf0=1003&recType=&pSize=20&pNum=1&sortAttr=31&sortOrder=1&op=search&dbType=&boolop0=&recRsPos=7&b2rsUrlId=5afe171bb24ac1cef25f459c662091fd
https://stec-ind.skathi.opalsinfo.net/bin/index#/recDetail?kw0=Carlson,%20Lori%20M.&sf0=1003&recType=&pSize=20&pNum=1&sortAttr=31&sortOrder=1&op=search&dbType=&boolop0=&recRsPos=0&b2rsUrlId=356079556a09d173c57a423b2601a73d
https://stec-ind.skathi.opalsinfo.net/bin/index#/recDetail?kw0=Slate,%20Joseph.&sf0=1003&recType=&pSize=20&pNum=1&sortAttr=31&sortOrde