
  

 Christmas Eve 
December 24, 2025                                 4:00pm 

 

Concert, Christmas Story, Carols, & Creche Procession, and 
 

Holy Eucharist Rite II      
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

St. Thomas Episcopal Church                                                                                                

231 Sunset Ave.                                                                                                              

Sunnyvale, CA 94086 

408-736-4155     

www.stthomas-svale.org 

http://www.stthomas-svale.org


2 

 

Christmas Eve 
December 24, 2025                   4:00pm 

Concert, Christmas Story, Carols, & Creche Procession, and 
 

Holy Eucharist Rite II     

 
 

 

Merry Christmas!   
We are so happy you are here, in-person and online. 

At 4:00pm we will enjoy a brief concert, followed by carol-singing. 
Worship will begin at 5:15pm. 

 

 

 

This service always offer an option to worship  
from the safety of home using Zoom.   

Please email the office or the pastor for the zoom link,  
or phone number and meeting ID#. 
Please stay home if you feel sick.   

 
Families with Children 

There is a comfortable sitting area in the back of the sanctuary with toys 
and books for children. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

After the service there will be a festive reception in the narthex.  
Thank you for joining us, and for continuing to observe our protocols. 
 

Those attending on Zoom are encouraged to have a candle at  

the ready, for lighting at the close of the service as we sing  

             Silent Night. 

     + 
                                      Concert             

 

  Original compositions             Benjamin Belew 
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Intermission       
There will be a 10--minute break as we prepare ourselves for worship. 

Please pick up a candle  for the service. 

+ 

Bell tolls. 

 

.Christmas Story  & Carols       
 

Please stand. 
 

The music for these hymns and carols may be found in the blue hymnal.  
 

Entrance Hymn                                             Hymnal #83 

            O Come, All Ye Faithful  
 

1.  O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 
 O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem; 
 come, and behold him, born the King of angels; 
 
 

Refrain:  
 O come, let us adore him, 
 O come, let us adore him, 
 O come, let us adore him, 
 Christ the Lord. 
 

2.  God from God, Light from Light eternal, 
 lo! he abhors not the Virgin's womb; 
 only-begotten Son of the Father;   Refrain 
 

3.  Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation; 
 sing, all ye citizens of heaven above; 
 glory to God, glory in the highest;  Refrain  
 
4.  See how the shepherds, summoned to his cradle, 
 leaving their flocks, draw nigh to gaze; 
 we too will thither bend our joyful footsteps;    Refrain 
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5. Child, for us sinners poor and in the manger, 
 we would embrace thee, with love and awe; 
 who would not love thee, loving us so dearly?   Refrain 
 

Refrain:  
 O come, let us adore him, 
 O come, let us adore him, 
 O come, let us adore him, 
 Christ the Lord. 
 
 

6.  Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning; 
 Jesus, to thee be glory given; 
 Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing;     Refrain 

 

 
 

Opening Acclamation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Collect for Purity                                                      
 

All:     
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Gloria               Hymnal  S-204 
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Collect of the Day 
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O God, you have caused this holy night to shine 
with the brightness of the true Light: Grant that we, 
who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, 
may also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; where with 
you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one 
God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
 

The Story of the Birth of Jesus 
With adaptations from Jerome W. Berryman’s Christmas Eve liturgy in Godly Play,  

 
Presider: Beloved in Christ, on this most holy night, let it be our care 
  and delight to hear again the message of the Angels, and in 
  heart and mind to go even to Bethlehem, and see this thing 
  which is come to pass, the Babe lying in a manger.  
 

  For the messiah’s birth was announced by the Prophet Isaiah: 
The people who walked in darkness 
 have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness-- 
 on them light has shined. 
You have multiplied the nation, 
 you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you 
 as with joy at the harvest, 
 as people exult when dividing plunder. 
For the yoke of their burden, 
 and the bar across their shoulders, 
 the rod of their oppressor, 
 you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
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For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
 and all the garments rolled in blood 
 shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
For a child has been born for us, 
 a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders; 
 and he is named 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
His authority shall grow continually, 
 and there shall be endless peace 
for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
 He will establish and uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
 from this time onward and forevermore. 
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

             ~ Isaiah 9:2-7 
 

  Now, let us further read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale 
  of the loving purposes of God about the birth of our Lord, 
  and let us make this place glad with our carols of praise. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

Lesson             Matthew 1:18-21               Reader: Dorothy Furgerson 
 

 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When 
his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived 
together, she was found to be pregnant from the Holy Spirit. Her 
husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to 
public disgrace, planned to divorce her quietly. But just when he had 
resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream 
and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your 
wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will 
bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people 
from their sins.” 

 



10 

 

Anthem                                                                          Marty Haugen 

Annunciation  and  Magnificat 
from Holden Evening Prayer 

Members of the St. Thomas Choir 
Patricia Pietrzyk, director 

Benjamin Belew, accompanist 
 
 
 

Presider: The story of the birth of Jesus happens in the midst of the 
  Roman Empire near the beginning of the first century.  
  The Roman emperor wants a census so he can make sure he 
  is getting all the taxes that are due him. 
. 
 
Gospel of the Day  part 1     Luke 2: 1-3 
 

 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the 
world should be registered. This was the first registration and was 
taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own 
towns to be registered.  
 
 

Carol                        Hymnal #112 

In the Bleak Midwinter 
 

As we sing, one sheep and an ox are brought to the creche. 
 

1.  In the bleak midwinter frosty wind made moan, 
 earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; 
 snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, 
 in the bleak midwinter, long ago. 
 

2.  Our God, heaven cannot hold him, nor can earth sustain; 
 heaven and earth shall flee away when he comes to reign: 
 In the bleak midwinter, a stableplace sufficed 
 the Lord god incarnate, Jesus Christ. 
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3.  Angels and archangels may have gathered there, 
 cherubim and seraphim thronged the air;  
 but his mother only in her maiden bliss,  
 worshipped the beloved with a kiss. 
 

4.  What can I give him, poor as I am? 
 If I were a shepherd I would bring a lamb. 
 If I were a wise man, I would do my part; 
 yet what I can, I give him, give my heart. 
 

 

Presider:  The little town of Bethlehem sits in the hill country of some 
  ten miles south of Jerusalem. For thousands of years the  
  houses gather there on the hilltop like a family breaking  
  bread. “Bethlehem” means “House of Bread.” In the center of 
  the village is a small inn. On this night, it is overflowing with 
  people seeking sleep and a place to eat. Behind the inn is a 
  dark stable. A gray donkey chews his barley and broken straw 
  while a weary ox leans and rests after a day’s plowing in the 
  valley. A sheep nearby is nearly asleep. All is still and quiet in 
  the little town. 
 
 
Gospel of the Day  part 2     Luke 2: 4-5 
 

 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 
the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from 
the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to 
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child.  
 
Carol                          Hymnal #79 

See next page. 

O Little Town of Bethlehem 
verses 1, 2, 3, 5 

 
Mary, Joseph, and the donkey are brought to the creche. 
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1. O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 
    Above thy deep nd dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; 
    yet in they dark streets shineth the everlasting light;  
    the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 
 

2. For Christ is born of Mary and gathered all above  
    while mortals sleep the angels keep their watch of wondering love.    
     O morning stars together, proclaim the holy birth!  
     and praises sing to God the King, and peace to men on earth. 
 

3. How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is given! 
    So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heaven.  
    No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin,  
    where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enter in. 
 

5. O Holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 
     cast out our sin and enter in, be born in us today. 
     We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;  
      O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel! 
 
 
Presider:  As night gathers, the last two travelers come slowly up the 
  road. Mary and Joseph have walked for six days to come to 
  this city where King David was born, so long ago. Mary is 
  very pregnant. She needs to give birth. Will she find shelter in 
  time?  
  
 
Gospel of the Day  part 3   Luke 2: 6-7 
 

 While they were in Bethlehem, the time came for her to deliver 
her child. Mary gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 
bands of cloth and laid him in a manger, because there was no place in 
the guest room. 
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Carol                       Hymnal #101 

Away in a Manger 
 

As we sing, the baby Jesus is brought to the creche. 
 

1. Away in a manger no crib for a bed,  
the little Lord Jesus lay down is sweet head.  
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,  
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 

2. The cattle are lowing the baby awakes,  
but little Lord Jesus no crying he makes.  
I love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky  
and stay by my side until morning is nigh. 
 

3. Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask thee to stay  
close by me forever, and love me I pray.  
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, 
and fit us for heaven to live with thee there. 

 

 
 

 

Presider: In the hills outside Bethlehem, shepherds watch their  
  shadowy sheep. All at once, the dark is lost in light, and in 
  the midst of the light is something even brighter: the faces of 
  angels.  

 
 
 

Gospel of the Day  part 4     Luke 2: 8-9 
 

 Now in that same region there were shepherds living in the 
fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the 
Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were terrified.  
 
 

 



14 

 

Carol                      Hymnal #109 

The First Nowell 
 

Other animals are brought to the creche. 
 

1.  The first Nowell the angel did say 
 was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 
 in fields where they lay, keeping their sheep, 
 on a cold winter's night that was so deep. 
 

Refrain: 
 Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, 
 born is the King of Israel. 
 

2.  They looked up and saw a star 
 shining in the east beyond them far, 
 and to the earth it gave great light, 
 and so it continued both day and night.   Refrain 
 

3.  And by the light of that same star 
 three wise men came from country far; 
 to seek for a king was their intent, 
 and to follow the star wherever it went.   Refrain 
 

4.  This star drew nigh to the northwest, 
 o'er Bethlehem it took its rest, 
 and there it did both stop and stay 
 right over the place where Jesus lay.    Refrain 
 

5.    Then entered in those wise men three 
 full reverently upon their knee, 
 and offered there in his presence, 
 their gold, and myrrh, and frankincense.     Refrain 
 

6.  Then let us all with one accord 
 sing praises to our heavenly Lord; 
 that hath made Heaven and earth of nought, 
 and with His blood our life hath bought.     Refrain 
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Presider: An angel’s favorite words are, “Do not be afraid.” The angel  
  said this to Zechariah, to Joseph, to Mary, and now to the   
  shepherds. People are afraid when they don’t understand,   
  when the world is changing, when a response is required of  
  them.  
 
 

Gospel of the Day  part 4               Luke 2: 10-12 
 

 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for see, I am bringing 
you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in 
the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a 
sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying 
in a manger.”  
 
 
Carol                          Hymnal #89 

It Came Upon A Midnight Clear 
 

As we sing, angels are brought to the creche. 

 
1. It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old, 

    from angels bending near the earth, to touch their harps of 
 gold: 
   "Peace on the earth, good will to men, from heaven's all-
 gracious King." 
    The world in solemn stillness lay, to hear the angels sing. 

 

2. Still through the cloven skies they come with peaceful wings  
 unfurled, 
    and still their heavenly music floats o'er all the weary world; 
    above its sad and lowly plains bend on hovering wing, 
    and ever o'er its Babel sounds the blessed angels sing. 
 

3. Yet with the woes of sin and strife the world has suffered long; 
    beneath the heavenly hymn have rolled two thousand years of  
 wrong; 
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    and warring humankind hears not the tidings which they bring; 
    O hush the noise and cease your strife and hear the angels sing! 
 

4. For lo! the days are hastening on, by prophets seen of old, 
    when with the ever-circling years shall come the time foretold, 
    when peace shall over all the earth its ancient splendors fling, 
    and the whole world give back the song which now the angels 
 sing. 
 
 
 

Presider: The angels sing, and all of creation sings with them. They 
  sing the Gloria and we sing the Gloria. We sang it at the  
  beginning of today’s service and we sing it at the beginning of 
  each Sunday service. The angels’ song fills all of creation.  
 
 

Gospel of the Day  part 5               Luke 2: 14-16 
 

 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host, praising God and saying, 
  “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
 
 
Carol                 Hymnal #87 
                 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing     

 
As we sing, angels dance in. 

     
1. Hark! The herald angels sing, glory to the newborn King! 
    Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled! 
    Joyful all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies; 
   With th’angelic host proclaim Christ is born in Bethlehem! 
   Hark! The herald angels sing, glory to the newborn King! 
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2. Christ by highest heaven adored; Christ the everlasting Lord; 
   Late in time behold him come, offspring of the Virgin’s womb. 
   Veiled in flesh the God-head see, hail th’incarnate Deity. 
   Pleased as man with us to dwell; Jesus, our Emmanuel 
   Hark! The herald angels sing, glory to the newborn King! 
 
3. Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die, 
   Born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth. 
   Risen with healing in his wings, light and life to all he brings,   
   Hail the Sun of Righteousness! Hail the heaven-born Prince of  
 Peace 
   Hark! The herald angels sing, glory to the newborn King! 

 
 
 
Presider: Our God chooses the lowliest to do his work. The Shepherds 
  are chosen emissaries of peace in an uncertain and violent 
  world. Because God is Immanuel, even lowly outcasts like 
  shepherds can be brave. 
 
 

Gospel of the Day  part 6              Luke 2: 15-20 
 

 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see 
this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 
So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph and the child 
lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had 
been told them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at 
what the shepherds told them, and Mary treasured all these words and 
pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all they had heard and seen, just as it had been told 
them. 
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Carol                 Hymnal #99 
                      Go Tell It on the Mountain     

 
Shepherds and sheep are brought to the creche. 

 
Refrain: 

 Go, tell it on the mountain, 
 over the hills and everywhere; 
 go, tell it on the mountain 
 that Jesus Christ is born! 
 

1.  While shepherds kept their watching 
 o'er silent flocks by night, 
 behold, throughout the heavens 
 there shone a holy light.    Refrain 
 

2.  The shepherds feared and trembled 
 when lo! above the earth 
 rang out the angel chorus 
 that hailed our Savior's birth.  Refrain 
 

3.  Down in a lowly manger 
 the humble Christ was born, 
 and God sent us salvation 
 that blessed Christmas morn.  Refrain 

 
 
 
Presider: Three camels plod up the road to Bethlehem. They have come 
  from the East, far beyond the Arabian Desert, perhaps as far 
  as the Caspian Sea. The camels carry three kings, the wise 
  ones, the Magi. They are following the wild star, the destiny 
  they had never seen before, and they are following it, where it 
  goes, to find the King its shining shows them. 
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Lesson:   Matthew 2:1-2, 9-11       Reader: Dorothy Furgerson 
 

 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 
Judea, magi from the east came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the 
child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star in 
the east and have come to pay him homage.”  
 When they had heard the king, they set out, and there, ahead of 
them, went the star that they had seen in the east, until it stopped over 
the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, 
they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the 
child with Mary, his mother, and they knelt down and paid him 
homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  
 
 
Carol                 Hymnal #128 
                                We Three Kings  

verses 1, 5 
 

The star is carried in.  
The kings, each with their camel, follow the star. 

 

1. We three kings of Orient are bearing gifts we traverse afar,  
    field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star. 
 

Refrain 
 Star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright;   
 westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light! 
 
 

5. Glorious now behold him arise, King and God, and Sacrifice,    
    heaven sings alleluia, alleluia the earth replies  Refrain 
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Prayer at the Christmas Creche                         Book of Occasional Services 
 

V.   The glory of the Lord has been revealed: 
R:   And all flesh shall see the salvation of our God. 
 

Presider: Let us pray: 
 

  Almighty and everliving God, you have given us a new  
  revelation of your loving providence in the Coming of your 
  Son Jesus Christ to be born of the Virgin Mary:  
  Grant that as he shared our mortality, so we may share his 
  eternity in the glory of your kingdom; where he lives and  
  reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

Sermon 

 
 
 
 
A Litany for Peace in the Holy Land   
 

Leader: O Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,     
All:     Have mercy upon us. 
 

Leader:  O Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 
All:     Have mercy upon us. 
 

Leader:  O Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 
All:     Grant us your peace. 
 

Leader:  Heavenly Father, we thank you for the birth in Bethlehem of 
  the Word made flesh, your Son, Jesus Christ; who dwelt  
  among us full of grace and truth.  
 

  For your love and your goodness, 
All:     We give you thanks, O God. 
 

Leader:  We thank you for his life; his death in Jerusalem as he  
  carried our sins and suffering, and for his glorious   
  Resurrection in which he gave us new life with him. 
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  For your love and your goodness, 
All:     We give you thanks, O God. 
 

Leader:  We thank you for the church universal, for entrusting to us 
  the ministry of forgiveness, reconciliation and peacemaking 
  for the healing of your creation. 
 

  For your love and your goodness, 
All:     We give you thanks, O God. 
 

Leader:  We pray for all victims of bloodshed, violence, and   
  persecution in all the world.  We especially pray for all in  
  danger, for those fleeing and seeking shelter and safety in the 
  Holy Land. 
 

  Lord, hear our prayer 
All:     And let our cry come unto you. 
 

Leader:  We pray for those who have died.  We pray also for those  
  who grieve, especially for the loss of a loved one as a result 
  of violence, terror, and injustice. 
 

  Let us name the departed aloud or silently. 
 

  Lord, hear our prayer 
All:     And let our cry come unto you. 
 

Leader:  We pray for the Holy Spirit to guide all leaders, especially 
  those who lead the peoples in the Land of the Holy One,  
  the United Nations and upon all in authority, so your people 
  may seek ways of peace and justice. 
 

  Lord, hear our prayer 
All:     And let our cry come unto you 
 

Leader:  Heavenly Father, we praise and glorify you. You are our  
  only refuge in a troubled world.  We name before you those 
  for whom we pray: 
 

The people add their intercessions and thanksgivings aloud or silently. 
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   Lord, hear our prayer 
All:     And let our cry come unto you 
 
Leader:  Let us pray. 
 

All:     Lord God Almighty, you have made all the peoples of the 
  earth for your glory, to serve you in freedom and in  
  peace: Give to us and the people of all the nations a zeal 
  for justice and the strength of forbearance, that all of  
  your people may use their liberty in accordance with  
  your gracious will; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
  lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
  for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
Please. stand. 

 

The Peace                                               

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People:    And also with you. 
 

 
 

Offertory sentence      

 

Anthem                                                                    John Rutter 

Christmas Lullaby 
Members of the St. Thomas Choir 

Patricia Pietrzyk, director 
Benjamin Belew, accompanist     

 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

 

 

 

Celebrant:   All things come of you, O Lord. 
People:   And of your own have we given you. 
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Sursum Corda                                   Eucharistic Prayer D 

 

Celebrant:  
It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you 
thanks; for you alone are God, living and true, dwelling in 
light inaccessible from before time and for ever. 
  

Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all 
things and fill them with your blessing; you created them 
to rejoice in the splendor of your radiance. 
 Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you 
night and day; and, beholding the glory of your presence, 
they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with them, and 
giving voice to every creature under heaven, we acclaim 
you, and glorify your Name, as we sing, 
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Sanctus                  
 

Celebrant and People: 

 

Celebrant:  
We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works 
reveal your wisdom and love. You formed us in your own image, 
giving the whole world into our care, so that, in obedience to you, our 
Creator, we might rule and serve all your creatures.  
 

When our disobedience took us far from you, you did not abandon us 
to the power of death. In your mercy you came to our help, so that in 
seeking you we might find you. Again and again you called us into 
covenant with you, and through the prophets you taught us to hope for 
salvation. 
 

Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you 
sent your only Son to be our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of us, yet without sin. To the poor 
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he proclaimed the good news of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to 
the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to death; 
and, rising from the grave, destroyed death, and made the whole 
creation new. 
 

And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died 
and rose for us, he sent the Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those 
who believe, to complete his work in the world, and to bring to 
fulfillment the sanctification of all. 
 

When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly 
Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to 
the end; at supper with them he took bread, and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, 
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me." 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, 
he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood 
of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me." 
 

Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling 
Christ's death and his descent among the dead, proclaiming his 
resurrection and ascension to your right hand, awaiting his coming in 
glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you have given us, this bread 
and this cup, we praise you and we bless you. 
 

Celebrant and People 
  We praise you, we bless you, 
  we give thanks to you, 
  and we pray to you, Lord our God. 
 

Celebrant:  
Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may 
descend upon us, and upon these gifts, sanctifying them and showing 
them to be holy gifts for your holy people, the bread of life and the 
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cup of salvation, the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
 

Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and 
one spirit, a living sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your Name. 
 

Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, 
redeemed by the blood of your Christ. Reveal its unity, guard its faith, 
and preserve it in peace.  And grant that we may find our inheritance 
with all the saints who have found favor with you in ages past. We 
praise you in union with them and give you glory through your Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are 
yours, Almighty God and Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for 
ever and for ever.  
 

All:  Amen. 
 

  As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
 
The Lord’s Prayer            said in unison  
 

Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your Name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
        on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those 
        who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
    and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
    and the glory are yours, 
    now and for ever. Amen. 
 

 
 

The Breaking of the Bread  
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The Fraction Anthem  

Celebrant: Alleluia, Christ our passover is sacrificed for us. 
People:   Therefore, let us keep the feast.  Alleluia.     
 

Celebrant:   The gifts of God for the people of God.    
 

 
The Communion                   

 

         Everyone is invited to come to the altar railing during Communion.  
 

• You may stand or kneel at the altar rail, as you are able.  
• The wine will be served in the chalice and in the small cups.  The chalice will 

precede the cups.  If you do not reach for the chalice, it will pass and the 
cups will follow.  (Please place the empty cup on one of the trays near the 
aisles.) 

• Please, do not dip the bread in the wine. 
• If you do not wish to receive communion, you may receive a blessing:  

       please cross your arms over your chest as a sign that you wish to be 
 blessed. 
• Gluten free bread is available upon asking. 

 
 

 

Communion Hymn         Hymnal #115 

What Child Is This? 
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Post Communion Prayer       led by the Celebrant,   said in unison 
 

All:  Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
  you have have graciously accepted us as living members 
  of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
  and you have fed us with spiritual food 
  in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
  Send us now into the world in peace, 
  and grant us strength and courage 
  to love and serve you 
  with gladness and singleness of heart; 
  through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Blessing for Christmas                                 The Book of Occasional Services 
 

Celebrant:  May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our  
         nature upon him, bless you in this holy season, scatter 
   the darkness of sin, and brighten your heart with the  
   light of his holiness. Amen.  
 

   May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad  
   news of the Savior’s birth, fill you with joy, and make 
   you  heralds of the Gospel. Amen.  
 

   May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven 
   to earth and earth to heaven, give you his peace and  
   favor. Amen.  
 

   And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, 
   and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you 
   for ever. Amen. 
 
 
Candle-lighting 

The altar party will light your candle.   
 

Once your candle is lit, please pass on the light. 

 

Closing Hymn                                                                  Hymnal #111  
Silent Night 

 
 

 

1.  Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright 
 round yon virgin mother and child. 
 Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
  Sleep in heavenly peace. 
  Sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

2.  Silent night, holy night, 
 shepherds quake at the sight, 
 glories stream from heaven afar, 
 heavenly hosts sing alleluia; 
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         Christ, the Savior, is born! 
  Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 

3.  Silent night, holy night, 
 Son of God, love's pure light 
 radiant beams from thy holy face, 
 with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
  Jesus, Lord at thy birth. 
  Jesus, Lord at thy birth. 

 
 

The Dismissal   
 

      Alleluia.  Alleluia.     
      Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People:      Thanks be to God. Alleluia.  Alleluia.   
 

 

Postlude                                         original music by Benjamin Belew 
 

After the bell tolls, the people may adjourn to the narthex  

for a light reception. 
 

Extinguished candles should be placed in the basket in the narthex. 
 
 
 
 

Serving this evening 
 
 

Celebrant & Preacher: The Rev. Salying Wong 
Eucharistic Minister: Joe Gutierrez 

Reader: Dorothy  Furgerson 
Usher/Greeter: MaryJane Johnson et al 

 
Members of the St. Thomas Choir 

Director: Patricia Pietrzyk 
Organ/Piano:  Benjamin Belew 

 

 
Zoom/Stream team: Andrew Yeh, Salying Wong 

 
Reception: Pat Dare & Parish Event Planners 
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TODAY 
  
Reception  Please join us for a light reception in the narthex after the 
Christmas Eve service.  All are welcome. 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS   &   GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Office closure The Parish Office will be closed and Pastor Salying 
will be away (except for Sunday 12/28) beginning late Wednesday, 
December 24, until Friday morning January 2, 2026.  
We will be periodically checking email for messages.  
Pastoral concerns may be addressed to the Rev. Barbara Stewart. 
 
Services canceled for holidays:  
 Centering Prayer on Tuesdays, 12/30.  
 Noonday Prayer on Wednesdays, 12/31/25. 
 Intercessory Prayer on Thursdays, 12/25 and 1/1/26.  

The Flowers   
are given at Christmas by the following: 

 

Carol Campbell       in loving memory of David 
 

Jim & Donna Cobb   for family members 
 

Ann Kopischke     in honor of  

     John & Nancy Kopischke 
 

Salying Wong & Andrew Yeh   in thanksgiving for each  
    other and for our one-year anniversary 
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Note: Intercessory Prayer may go on extended hiatus in January.  
Watch the announcements for updates. 

 
 

End-of-Year Contributions  Contributions must be postmarked on 
or before December 31, 2025, delivered to the Church mail drop or 
handed to the Treasurer by that date to count as tax-deductible 
contributions for 2025. If you are donating during the December 25-
31, 2025 period, please send a notification email to finance@stthomas
-svale.org.  Although the Parish Office will be closed beginning 
Wednesday afternoon, Dec. 24th, until Friday, Jan. 2nd, we will be 
periodically checking the US mail and email for messages. 
 

Please Pledge to St. Thomas for 2026.  Each year, we raise the 
funds necessary to run the church. Your pledge of support for the year 
helps the leadership plan and makes possible the valuable ministries 
that we love. Please consider making a financial pledge to our 
church.  Your pledge cards may be placed in the Sunday 
offering plate, mailed to the Church Office, emailed to the Treasurer  
at finance@stthomas-svale.org, or given to the Treasurer or Rector. 
Thank you for your generosity! 
 
Twelfth Day of Christmas Star-Word Sharing Following the 
10:30am worship service on Sunday, January 4, we will meet in the 
hall to share reflections on what our star word means to us. You will 
have received a star word in your Christmas Appeal letter. Please 
bring them. There will be additional star words available in the hall. 
 
 

Annual Meeting / Annual Report  Coming sooner than you 
think!   The Annual Meeting will be held Sunday, January 25, 2026  
following a single worship service that morning at 
10:30am. The Annual Report will be presented.  
 
 
 
 

Please see website  
www.stthomas-svale.org 

for additional week-to-week up-dates. 

mailto:finance@stthomas-svale.org
http://www.stthomas-svale.org
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Weekly Worship at St. Thomas  

 
 
 
 
 

Tuesdays, 5pm Centering Prayer  (Zoom only) 
 led by Pastor Salying 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89609758620  
Dial-in option: 1 669 900 9128  

meeting ID# 89609758620 
or scan the QR code 

Resumes Tuesday, January 6 
 
 
 

Wednesdays, 12:15pm Noonday Prayer                           
with Study of the O Antiphons for Advent/Epiphany 
 led by Pastor Salying:  (Zoom only) 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86313271549           
Dial-in option: 1 669 900 9128  

meeting ID# 86313271549 
or scan the QR code 

Resumes Wednesday, January 7 
 

 

 

Thursdays, 6:30pm  Intercessory Prayer Group on Zoom (only)  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82381715053?

pwd=UmN1QXZ4UjNWdWdZbmZFYk9Bd0VwQT09  

Meeting ID: 823 8171 5053      Passcode: 189002  
One tap mobile: 

+16699009128,,82381715053#,,,,*189002# US  
(San Jose) 

or scan the QR code 
Resumes Thursday, January 8 

 

Intercessory Prayer may go on extended hiatus in January.  
Watch the announcements for updates. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89609758620
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86313271549
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82381715053?pwd=UmN1QXZ4UjNWdWdZbmZFYk9Bd0VwQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82381715053?pwd=UmN1QXZ4UjNWdWdZbmZFYk9Bd0VwQT09
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Welcome 
 

St. Thomas' Parish is a reconciling, affirming, and inclusive Christian 
community striving through worship, love, and service to welcome all 
people just as God created them.  No matter where you are on your 
journey of faith, and whether you are single, married, divorced, 
separated, or partnered, our welcome knows no boundaries of age, race, 
ethnicity, culture, gender identity and gender expression, sexual 
orientation, economic condition, physical, or mental ability.  God delights 
in the diversity of creation, and so do we! 

Parish Mission Statement 
 

St. Thomas is joyfully on the way!  

We are becoming whom Jesus calls us to be:  a spiritually-centered 

community dedicated to creating connections with God, each other, 

and our neighbors, so that we might walk together with love  

toward justice, compassion, and hope. 

 

THE VESTRY OF ST. THOMAS EPISCOPAL CHURCH, SUNNYVALE 
 

Joe Gutierrez, Senior Warden  2025   2026   2027 
Emilee Wilhelm-Leen, Junior Warden Joe Gutierrez  Jeannie Battagin  Ann Kopischke 
     Pam Storrer         Naveen Raja  Eric Larkin 
      Ann Kopischke, Clerk  Emilee Wilhelm-Leen Tian Zhu  Charlie Mendoza 
      

DELEGATES TO CONVENTION 
 Mabel Cheng  Stephanie Daugherty        Susan Durham Powers      Aer van de Water  

      
 

       St. Thomas website: www.stthomas-svale.org 

 

Rector: The Rev. Salying Wong……………..pastorsalying@stthomas-svale.us     
Adjunct Priest:  The Rev. Barbara Stewart..…………….....................barbarastewart001@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Jim Cobb….. ………………………………..…………….Finance@stthomas-svale.org 

Parish Administrator: Anne Buelteman………… ……………….….office@stthomas-svale.org 

Children’s Ministry Co-ordinator.: Pam Storrer…..………………...family_ministry@stthomas-svale.org 

Library and Resource Center Coordinator: Carol Campbell ….........resourcecenter@stthomas-svale.org 

Music Director: Patricia Pietrzyk,…………………………….............. patriciapietrzyk@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor: Anne Buelteman.……………...………...................office@stthomas-svale.org 

Accompanist (organ/piano): Benjamin Belew ……………………….. mephistoape@gmail.com  

Our Daily Bread (ODB) Coordinator: David Barnes………...............408-736-4108, odb@stthomas-svale.org 
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