
  

 

Thanksgiving Day 
November 27, 2025                                            10:30AM                                

Holy Eucharist                                                Rite II 
 

St. Thomas Episcopal Church 

 231 Sunset Ave. 

  Sunnyvale, CA 94086 
 

www.stthomas-svale.org    408-736-4155 



2 

 Thanksgiving Day 
November 27, 2025                                                             10:30AM                                

Holy Eucharist                                                                            Rite II 
 

 

Welcome to worship this morning. 
We are so happy you are here today, in-person and online. 

 

Our 10:30am services always offer an option to worship  
from the safety of home using Zoom.   

Please email the office or the pastor for the zoom link,  
or phone number and meeting ID#,  

which change periodically.    
Please stay home if you feel sick.   

 
Families with Children 

There is a comfortable sitting area in the back of the sanctuary with 
toys and books for children. 

 
 
 

Greeting and Collect for Purity    
        

Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People:   And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.   
   Amen. 
 

Celebrant: Almighty God, to You all hearts are open, all desires  
   known, and from You no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
   thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy 
   Spirit, that we may perfectly love You, and worthily  
   magnify Your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  
   Amen.  



3 

 

The Gloria 
 

Glory to God in the highest, 
    and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
    we worship you, we give you thanks, 
    we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
    have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
    receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
    Jesus Christ, 
    with the Holy Spirit, 
    in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

 

Collect for Thanksgiving  
 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People:     And also with you. 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 
 

   Almighty and gracious Father, we give you thanks for 
   the fruits of the earth in their season and for the labors of 
   those who harvest them. Make us, we pray, faithful  
   stewards of your great bounty, for the provision of our 
   necessities and the relief of all who are in need, to the 
   glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
   lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
   now and for ever. Amen. 
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 The First Lesson:      Deuteronomy 26:1-11 
 

 When you have come into the land that the Lord your God is 
giving you as an inheritance to possess, and you possess it, and settle 
in it, you shall take some of the first of all the fruit of the ground, 
which you harvest from the land that the Lord your God is giving you, 
and you shall put it in a basket and go to the place that the Lord your 
God will choose as a dwelling for his name. You shall go to the priest 
who is in office at that time, and say to him, "Today I declare to the 
Lord your God that I have come into the land that the Lord swore to 
our ancestors to give us." When the priest takes the basket from your 
hand and sets it down before the altar of the Lord your God, you shall 
make this response before the Lord your God: "A wandering Aramean 
was my ancestor; he went down into Egypt and lived there as an alien, 
few in number, and there he became a great nation, mighty and 
populous. When the Egyptians treated us harshly and afflicted us, by 
imposing hard labor on us, we cried to the Lord, the God of our 
ancestors; the Lord heard our voice and saw our affliction, our toil, 
and our oppression. The Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty 
hand and an outstretched arm, with a terrifying display of power, and 
with signs and wonders; and he brought us into this place and gave us 
this land, a land flowing with milk and honey. So now I bring the first 
of the fruit of the ground that you, O Lord, have given me." You shall 
set it down before the Lord your God and bow down before the 
Lord your God. Then you, together with the Levites and the aliens 
who reside among you, shall celebrate with all the bounty that the 
Lord your God has given to you and to your house. 
 

Lector: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Churches. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 100 
 

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; * 
 serve the Lord with gladness 
 and come before his presence with a song. 
 

Know this: The Lord himself is God; * 
 he himself has made us, and we are his; 
 we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 
 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving; 
go into his courts with praise; * 
 give thanks to him and call upon his Name. 
 

For the Lord is good; 
his mercy is everlasting; * 
 and his faithfulness endures from age to age. 

 
                                      
 
 
The Epistle:       Philippians 4:4-9 
 

 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your 
gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry 
about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace 
of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, 
whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is 
commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything 
worthy of praise, think about these things. Keep on doing the things 
that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the 
God of peace will be with you. 
 

Lector: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Churches. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
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The Gospel:              John 6:25-35 
 

Gospeler:  The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ  
                                                                      according to John. 
People:       Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

 When the crowd found Jesus on the other side of the sea, they 
said to him, "Rabbi, when did you come here?" Jesus answered them, 
"Very truly, I tell you, you are looking for me, not because you saw 
signs, but because you ate your fill of the loaves. Do not work for the 
food that perishes, but for the food that endures for eternal life, which 
the Son of Man will give you. For it is on him that God the Father has 
set his seal." Then they said to him, "What must we do to perform the 
works of God?" Jesus answered them, "This is the work of God, that 
you believe in him whom he has sent." So they said to him, "What 
sign are you going to give us then, so that we may see it and believe 
you? What work are you performing? Our ancestors ate the manna in 
the wilderness; as it is written, `He gave them bread from heaven to 
eat.'" Then Jesus said to them, "Very truly, I tell you, it was not Moses 
who gave you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives 
you the true bread from heaven. For the bread of God is that which 
comes down from heaven and gives life to the world." They said to 
him, "Sir, give us this bread always." 
 Jesus said to them, "I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me 
will never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be 
thirsty." 
 

Lector: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to you. Lord Christ. 
 

 

 Sermon - Sharing our Thanksgivings  
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The Nicene Creed                                                          
 

We believe in one God, 
     the Father, the Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth, 
     of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
     the only Son of God, 
     eternally begotten of the Father, 
     God from God, Light from Light, 
     true God from true God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     of one Being with the Father. 
     Through him all things were made. 
     For us and for our salvation 
         he came down from heaven: 
     by the power of the Holy Spirit 
         he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
         and was made man. 
     For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
         he suffered death and was buried. 
         On the third day he rose again 
              in accordance with the Scriptures; 
         he ascended into heaven 
              and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
       He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
                and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
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Prayers of the People - A Litany of Thanksgiving        
 

Leader: Let us give thanks to God our Father for all his gifts so 
  freely bestowed upon us. 
 

  For the beauty and wonder of your creation, in earth and 
  sky and sea. 
People: We thank you, Lord. 
 

Leader: For all that is gracious in the lives of men and women, 
  revealing the image of Christ, 
People: We thank you, Lord. 
 

Leader: For our daily food and drink, our homes and families, and 
  our friends, 
People: We thank you, Lord. 
 

Leader: For minds to think, and hearts to love, and hands to serve, 
People: We thank you, Lord. 
 

Leader: For health and strength to work, and leisure to rest and play, 
People: We thank you, Lord. 
 

Leader: For the brave and courageous, who are patient in suffering 
  and faithful in adversity, 
People: We thank you, Lord. 
 

Leader: For all valiant seekers after truth, liberty, and justice, 
People: We thank you, Lord. 
 

Leader: For the communion of saints, in all times and places, 
People: We thank you, Lord. 
 

Leader: Above all, we give you thanks for the great mercies and 
  promises given to us in Christ Jesus our Lord; 
People: To him be praise and glory, with you, O Father, and the 
  Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen. 
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The Confession 

              Let us confess our sins to God. 
 

 

All:       Most merciful God, 
              we confess that we have sinned against you 
              in thought, word, and deed, 
              by what we have done, 
  and by what we have left undone. 
  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
  we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
  For the sake of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
  have mercy on us and forgive us; 
  that we may delight in your will, 
  and walk in your ways, 
  to the glory of your Name.  Amen. 
 

The Absolution 

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your 
   sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all  
   goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you 
   in eternal life. Amen. 
 

The Peace                                               

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People:    And also with you. 
 

Let us greet one another with a wave and a namaste of peace. 

 

       

   The Great Thanksgiving 

 

The Offertory sentence 

 

Celebrant: All things come of you, O Lord. 
People: And of your own have we given you. 
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Sursum corda                                                                Eucharistic Prayer C 
 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People:   And also with you. 
 

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Celebrant: God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy 
   of glory and praise. 
People:    Glory to you for ever and ever.    

Celebrant: At your command all things came to be: the vast   
   expanse  of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets 
   in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home.  
People:   By your will they were created and have their being.  
 

Celebrant: From the primal elements you brought forth the human 
   race, and blessed us with memory, reason, and skill.  
   You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned  
   against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned  
   against one another.  
People:  Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.  
 

Celebrant: Again and again, you called us to return. Through  
   prophets and sages you revealed your righteous Law.  
   And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born 
   of a woman,  to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way 
   of freedom and peace.  
People:  By his blood, he reconciled us. 
   By his wounds, we are healed.  
 

Celebrant:  And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly  
   chorus, with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with 
   all those in every generation who have looked to you in 
   hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their   
   unending hymn: 
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Sanctus     

All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might 
             Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
                   Hosanna in the highest. 
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
                   Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Celebrant: And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and 
made a new people by water and the Spirit, now bring before you 
these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and 
Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke 
the bread, and gave it to his friends, and said, "Take, eat: This is my 
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, "Drink 
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed 
for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 
it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this 
sacrifice of thanksgiving, 
 

People:   We celebrate his death and resurrection, 
   as we await the day of his coming. 
Celebrant:    
Lord God of our Fathers: God of Abraham, Ishmael, Isaac, and 
Jacob;  
Lord God of our Mothers: God of Hagar, Sarah, Rebecca, and 
Rachel; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to 
see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the 
presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for 
strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this 
Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we 
may worthily serve the world in his name. 
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People: Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 

 

Celebrant:    
Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our 
great High Priest, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church 
gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to generation.  
 

Celebrant and People: AMEN .   
 

          As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray  
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your Name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
        on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those 
        who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
    and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
    and the glory are yours, 
    now and for ever. Amen. 

 
 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 

 

 

The Fraction Anthem  

Celebrant: Alleluia, Christ our passover is sacrificed for us. 
People:   Therefore, let us keep the feast.  Alleluia.     
 

Celebrant:   The gifts of God for the people of God.    
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The Communion                   

 

         Everyone is invited to come to the altar railing during Communion.  
 

• You may stand or kneel at the altar rail, as you are able.  
• The wine will be served in the chalice and in the small cups.  The chalice will 

precede the cups.  If you do not reach for the chalice, it will pass and the 
cups will follow.  (Please place the empty cup on one of the trays near the 
aisles.) 

• Please, do not dip the bread in the wine. 
• If you do not wish to receive communion, you may receive a blessing:  
       please cross your arms over your chest as a sign that you wish to be 

 blessed. 
• Gluten free bread is available upon asking. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Post Communion Prayer - A General Thanksgiving    

All:  Accept, O Lord, our thanks and praise for all that you  
  have done for us. We thank you for the splendor of the 
  whole creation, for the beauty of this world, for the  
  wonder of life, and for the mystery of love. 
  We thank you for the blessing of family and friends, and 
  for the loving care which surrounds us on every side. 
  We thank you for setting us at tasks which demand our 
  best efforts, and for leading us to accomplishments which 
  satisfy and delight us. 
  We thank you also for those disappointments and   
  failures  that lead us to acknowledge our dependence on 
  you alone. 
  Above all, we thank you for your Son Jesus Christ; for 
  the truth of his Word and the example of his life; for his 
  steadfast obedience, by which he overcame temptation; 
  for his dying, through which he overcame death; and for 
  his rising to life again, in which we are raised to the life 
  of your kingdom. 



14 

 

  Grant us the gift of your Spirit, that we may know Christ 
  and make him known; and through him, at all times and 
  in all places, may give thanks to you in all things. Amen. 

 

 
The Blessing                                                                   
 

 

The Dismissal   
 

Celebrant:  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.   
People:       Thanks be to God.   

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Serving today 

 
The St. Thomas Altar Guild 

 

Celebrant: The Rev. Salying Wong 
Eucharistic Minister: Peg Prior 

Readers:  TBA 
Greeter: MaryJane Johnson 

 

Tech lead/Zoom host: Andrew Yeh 
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into December at St. Thomas 
 
 
 

Saturday, November 29    Greening the Church 10:30am  
 
Sunday, November 30   First Sunday in Advent 

Worship: 8am & 10:30am  Holy Eucharist 
 
 

Saturday, December 6  Debie Thomas’ ordination  
          at Grace Cathedral 
 
 

Sunday, December 7    Second Sunday in Advent 
Worship: 8am & 10:30am   Holy Eucharist 

       Angel Tree gift drop-off 
 

Sunday December 14    Third Sunday in Advent 
Worship: 8am & 10:30am   Lessons & Carols 

with Holy Eucharist  
 

Sunday, December 21    Fourth Sunday in Advent 
Worship: 8am & 10:30am    
 visit from Bishop Lucinda 
Luncheon with the Bishop ,  
and St. Nicholas & St. Lucy 

 
Wednesday, December 24    Christmas Eve    
               Music and Worship  begins at 4:00pm 
 
 

   

No worship service on Thursday December 25 
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Parish Mission Statement 
 

St. Thomas is joyfully on the way!  

We are becoming whom Jesus calls us to be:  a spiritually-centered 

community dedicated to creating connections with God, each other, 

and our neighbors, so that we might walk together with love  

toward justice, compassion, and hope. 

 

Welcome 

St. Thomas' Parish is a reconciling, affirming, and inclusive Christian 
community striving through worship, love, and service to welcome all people 
just as God created them.  No matter where you are on your journey of faith, 
and whether you are single, married, divorced, separated, or partnered, our 
welcome knows no boundaries of age, race, ethnicity, culture, gender identity 
and gender expression, sexual orientation, economic condition, physical, or 
mental ability.  God delights in the diversity of creation, and so do we! 

Rector:  The Rev. Salying Wong……………..pastorsalying@stthomas-svale.us     
Adjunct Priest:  The Rev. Barbara Stewart..…………….....................barbarastewart001@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Jim Cobb….. ………………………………..…………….Finance@stthomas-svale.org 

Parish Administrator: Anne Buelteman………… ……………….….office@stthomas-svale.org 

Children’s Ministry Co-ordinator.: Pam Storrer…..………………...family_ministry@stthomas-svale.org 

Library and Resource Center Coordinator: Carol Campbell ….........resourcecenter@stthomas-svale.org 

Music Director: Patricia Pietrzyk,…………………………….............. patriciapietrzyk@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor: Anne Buelteman.……………...………...................office@stthomas-svale.org 

Accompanist (organ/piano): Benjamin Belew ……………………….. mephistoape@gmail.com  

Our Daily Bread (ODB) Coordinator: David Barnes………...............408-736-4108, odb@stthomas-svale.org 

 

THE VESTRY OF ST. THOMAS EPISCOPAL CHURCH, SUNNYVALE 
 

Joe Gutierrez, Senior Warden  2024   2025   2026 
Emilee Wilhelm-Leen,  Junior Warden Ann Kopischke  Joe Gutierrez  Jeannie Battagin 
     Gage McKinney  Dena Ware         Naveen Prasad Durairaj 
     Gage McKinney, Clerk  Rita Welsh  Emilee Wilhelm-Leen Tian Zhu 
      

DELEGATES TO CONVENTION 
 Mabel Cheng  Stephanie Daugherty        Susan Durham Powers       Angela Rausch         

      
 

       St. Thomas website: www.stthomas-svale.org 

 


