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20th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

October 26, 2025                     Holy Eucharist Rite II, 10:30am 

Stewardship Sunday 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to worship this morning. 

We are so happy you are here today, in-person and online. 
 

Our 10:30am services always offer an option to worship  
from the safety of home using Zoom.   

Please email the office or the pastor for the zoom link,  
or phone number and meeting ID#,  

which change periodically.    
Please stay home if you feel sick.   

 

Families with Children 
There is a comfortable sitting area in the back of the sanctuary 

with toys and books for children. 
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Prelude 

 
 

Opening Hymn                         Hymnal #438 

Tell Out, My Soul 

 

continued next page 

Tell 
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Greeting   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Collect for Purity                                                      
 

All:  
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Collect for the 20th Sunday after Pentecost            Proper 25  
 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People:     And also with you. 
 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of 
faith, hope, and charity; and, that we may obtain what you 
promise, make us love what you command; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
 

 

The First Lesson          Joel 2:23-32 
 

O children of Zion, be glad 
 and rejoice in the Lord your God; 
for he has given the early rain for your vindication, 
 he has poured down for you abundant rain, 
 the early and the later rain, as before. 
The threshing floors shall be full of grain, 
 the vats shall overflow with wine and oil. 
I will repay you for the years 
 that the swarming locust has eaten, 
the hopper, the destroyer, and the cutter, 
 my great army, which I sent against you. 
You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, 
 and praise the name of the Lord your God, 
 who has dealt wondrously with you. 
 And my people shall never again be put to shame. 
You shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, 
 and that I, the Lord, am your God and there is no other. 
And my people shall never again 
 be put to shame. 
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Then afterward 
 I will pour out my spirit on all flesh; 
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
 your old men shall dream dreams, 
 and your young men shall see visions. 
Even on the male and female slaves, 
 in those days, I will pour out my spirit. 

 I will show portents in the heavens and on the earth, blood and 
fire and columns of smoke. The sun shall be turned to darkness, and 
the moon to blood, before the great and terrible day of the Lord 
comes. Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be 
saved; for in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be those who 
escape, as the Lord has said, and among the survivors shall be those 
whom the Lord calls. 

         

Lector: Hear what the Spirit is saying to Godôs people. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
Psalm 65 

The congregation is invited to sing the responses.                 
 

You are to be praised, O God, in Zion;  
to you shall vows be performed in Jerusalem. 
 

To you that hear prayer shall all flesh come,  
because of their transgressions. 
 

Our sins are stronger than we are,  
but you will blot them out.  Refrain (as above) 
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Happy are they whom you choose 
and draw to your courts to dwell there!  
they will be satisfied by the beauty of your house, 
by the holiness of your temple. 
 

Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, 
O God of our salvation,  
O Hope of all the ends of the earth 
and of the seas that are far away. Refrain 

 

You make fast the mountains by your power;  
they are girded about with might. 
 

You still the roaring of the seas,  
the roaring of their waves, 
and the clamor of the peoples. 
 

Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at your 
marvelous signs;  
you make the dawn and the dusk to sing for joy. Refrain 

 

You visit the earth and water it abundantly; 
you make it very plenteous;  
the river of God is full of water. 
 

You prepare the grain,  
for so you provide for the earth. Refrain (as above) 
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You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges;  
with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase. 
 

You crown the year with your goodness,  
and your paths overflow with plenty. Refrain 

 

May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing,  
and the hills be clothed with joy. 
 

May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, 
and the valleys cloak themselves with grain;  
let them shout for joy and sing.  Refrain  (as above) 
 
 
 

The Epistle:        2 Timothy 4:6-8,16-18 
 

 I am already being poured out as a libation, and the time of my 
departure has come. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the 
race, I have kept the faith. From now on there is reserved for me the 
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will 
give me on that day, and not only to me but also to all who have 
longed for his appearing. 
 At my first defense no one came to my support, but all deserted 
me. May it not be counted against them! But the Lord stood by me 
and gave me strength, so that through me the message might be fully 
proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it. So I was rescued from 
the lion's mouth. The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and 
save me for his heavenly kingdom. To him be the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 
          

Lector: Hear what the Spirit is saying to Godôs people. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
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Gradual Hymn                      Wonder, Love, and Praise  #740 

Wade in the Water 

 continued next page 
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The Gospel:               Luke 18:9-14 
 

Gospeler:  The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ  
                                                          according to Luke. 
People:     Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

 Jesus told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they 
were righteous and regarded others with contempt: "Two men went up 
to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The 
Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying thus, `God, I thank you that 
I am not like other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this 
tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income.' But 
the tax collector, standing far off, would not even look up to heaven, but 
was beating his breast and saying, `God, be merciful to me, a sinner!' I 
tell you, this man went down to his home justified rather than the other; 
for all who exalt themselves will be humbled, but all who humble 
themselves will be exalted." 
 

Gospeler:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People:     Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

 

 

 

Presentation - St. Thomas: Our Core Values                          
         Emilee Wilhelm-Leen, Junior Warden 

 

The presentation is followed by a period of silence for meditation. 
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The Nicene Creed                                                                
 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come.  Amen.  
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Prayers of the People          Form III 
 

Leader: Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
People: That we all may be one. 
 

Leader: Grant that every member of the Church may truly and  
   humbly serve you; 
People: That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 

Leader: We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
People: That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and  
   Sacraments. 
 

Leader: We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations 
   of the world; 
People: That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 

Leader: Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
People: That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 

Leader: Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or  
   trouble; 
People: That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 

Leader: Give to the departed eternal rest; 
People: Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 

Leader: We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
People: May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 

Leader: Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.  
 

The people may add additional petitions. 
 

The celebrant adds a concluding collect. 
  

 

Celebrant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  
 
 
 

The Confession 

 

All:       Most merciful God, 
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              we confess that we have sinned against you 
              in thought, word, and deed, 
              by what we have done, 
  and by what we have left undone. 
  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
  we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
  have mercy on us and forgive us; 
  that we may delight in your will, 
  and walk in your ways, 
  to the glory of your Name.  Amen. 
 
The Absolution 

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your 
   sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all  
   goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you 
   in eternal life. Amen. 
 

                 

The Peace    
 

Celebrant:  The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People:      And also with you. 
 
 

The people and the ministers greet one another.    

 
 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

 

Announcements     

    

 

         The Great Thanksgiving  
 

 

Offertory sentence   
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Offertory anthem                                                      Lloyd Larson  
Search Me, O God 

Members of the St. Thomas Choir 
Benjamin Belew, piano 

   

Celebrant:   All things come of you, O Lord. 
People:       And of your own have we given you. 

 
Sursum Corda                                       Eucharistic Prayer  C   

Celebrant: God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy 
   of glory and praise. 
People:    Glory to you for ever and ever.    

Celebrant: At your command all things came to be: the vast   
   expanse  of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets 
   in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home.  
People:   By your will they were created and have their being.  
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Celebrant: From the primal elements you brought forth the human 
   race, and blessed us with memory, reason, and skill.  
   You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned  
   against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned  
   against one another.  
People:  Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.  
 

Celebrant: Again and again, you called us to return. Through  
   prophets and sages you revealed your righteous Law.  
   And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born 
   of a woman,  to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way 
   of freedom and peace.  
People:  By his blood, he reconciled us. 
   By his wounds, we are healed.  
 

Celebrant:  And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly  
   chorus, with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with all 
   those in every generation who have looked to you in  
   hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their   
   unending hymn: 
 

Sanctus                WLP  #858   

continued next page 

All: 

https://youtu.be/DHjGK0DCptM
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Celebrant:    
And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new 
people by water and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
 

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke 
the bread, and gave it to his friends, and said, "Take, eat: This is my 
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Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, "Drink 
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed 
for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 
it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this 
sacrifice of thanksgiving, 
 

People:  We celebrate his death and resurrection, 
  as we await the day of his coming. 
 

Celebrant:     
Lord God of our Fathers: God of Abraham, Ishmael, Isaac, and Jacob; 
Lord God of our Mothers: God of Hagar, Sarah, Rebecca, and Rachel; 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your 
hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption 
of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon 
only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make 
us  one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the 
world in his name. 
 

People: Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 
 

Celebrant:     
Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our 
great High Priest, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church 
gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to generation.  
 

Celebrant and People: AMEN.    
   

  As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray  

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
   

Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your Name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
        on earth as in heaven. 
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Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those 
        who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
    and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
    and the glory are yours, 
    now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 

 

 

The Fraction Anthem     

Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People:  Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia. 
 

Celebrant:      The gifts of God for the people of God. 
 
 
 
 

The Communion                   

 

         Everyone is invited to come to the altar railing during Communion.  
 

¶ You may stand or kneel at the altar rail, as you are able.  
¶ The wine will be served in the chalice and in the small cups. The chalice will 

precede the cups. If you do not reach for the chalice, it will pass and the cups 

will follow.  (Please place the empty cup on one of the trays near the aisles.) 
¶ Please, do not dip the bread in the wine. 
¶ If you do not wish to receive communion, you may receive a blessing:  

       please cross your arms over your chest as a sign that you wish to be 
 blessed. 
¶ Gluten free bread is available upon asking. 
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Communion Hymn                                                           Hymnal #609 
Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life 
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Post-Communion Prayer                     Please stand. 
 

Celebrant and People: 
 Almighty and everliving God, 
 we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food  
 of the most precious Body and Blood 
 of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
 and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 
 that we are living members of the Body of your Son,  
 and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 
 And now, Father, send us out 
 to do the work you have given us to do, 
 to love and serve you 
 as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 
 To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 
 be honor and glory, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
 
 

The Blessing      
   
 

Closing Hymn                                                                       Hymnal #438 

 

            22 continued next page 

Tell Out, My Soul 
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Dismissal 

   Alleluia. Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
People:       Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
 
 

Postlude              
 
 
 

Please move into Cowans Hall for luncheon  

and a stewardship presentation. 
 

Zoom attendees: please take a 20-minute break. 
The livestream will resume shortly. 

 
 

 

 

Tell 
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AGENDA 

¶ Opening Prayer and Welcome 
¶ Report on Childrenôs Ministries 
¶ Report on Community Gatherings: Agape and Outdoor Events 
¶ Report on Finance and Preliminary Budget 
¶ Announcements 
¶ Closing Prayer 
¶  

Please stay behind to help with clean-up! 
 

  
Serving today 

 
 

Members of the St. Thomas Altar Guild 
 

Celebrant: The Rev. Salying Wong 
Speaker: Emilee Wilhelm-Leen, Junior Warden 

Eucharistic Minister: Peg Prior 
Lectors: Fran Hostettler, John McVey 

Psalmist: Susan McVey 
Greeters: MaryJane Johnson, Donna Cobb, 

Stephanie Daugherty, Pat Turnbull 
 

Members of the St. Thomas Choir 
Patricia Pietrzyk, music director 
Benjamin Belew, accompanist 

 

Tech team: Andrew Yeh 
Zoom host: Lou Poulain 

 
 

Introductions to Lectionary readings         from sundaysandseasons.com 

RCL: 19th Sunday after Pentecost Year C - proper 24 track 1  

 
Joel 2:23-32 
In about 430 bce, speaking to the community of Israelites who had 
returned from exile, the prophet Joel proclaimed that a plague of 
locusts, either literal or symbolic of an invading army, was Godôs 
judgment in the people, who had returned to their land but not to 
faithfulness to the covenant. However, in Joel 2:23-32 God promises 
to end the plague and send rain and eventually to bring an end to all  

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2025-10-26/0


25 

evil in the eschaton. The passage about the coming of Godôs Spirit 
(vv. 28-29) is cited by Luke in the narrative of Pentecost (Acts 1:16-
20). Although the semicontinuous set of first readings is not designed 
to coordinate with the Sundayôs gospel reading, this one does, for 
God forgives both the Israelites and the tax collector. This passage of 
Joel became central to Christian proclamation because its reference to 
the Spirit opens up a Trinitarian interpretation of the prophetôs words. 
Seeing the connection between Joel and Acts illustrates the Christian 
interpretive technique that ñScripture interprets Scriptureò and 
exemplifies the hermeneutic that illumines the New Testament with 
the Old. Readings from Joel are appointed for Ash Wednesday and, in 
the semicontinuous Old Testament option, only here. 

 

Luke 18:9-14 
Luke, writing in the late 80s and hoping to interest his Gentile 
audience in salvation through the Jewish messiah Jesus, stresses that 
the universal human need is not freedom but forgiveness, the 
recipients even those people who are despised by Jews, and Jesus is 
the Savior of all the world. By his choice of characters, Luke widens 
what could have been a simple parable about humility so that it 
proclaims Godôs openness to the outsider: tax collectors made their 
living by fraudulently over-charging the populace and were viewed 
by the Jews as collaborators with the enemy; Pharisees, who in their 
rigorous fasting abstained even from water every Monday and 
Thursday, are seen by the early Christians as relying on Jewish law, 
rather than on Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
OCTOBER is Stewardship monthé 
This weekôs reflection will be found on the following page. 
 
 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2025-10-26/0
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2 Timothy 4:4-6, 16-18 
Writing probably in the late first century, the author of 2 Timothy 
takes Paulôs voice to comment on his court hearings and to refer to his 
own coming martyrdom. Scholars date Paulôs martyrdom during the 
latter part of the reign of Emperor Nero (54–68). Roman pagan 
practice included libations, the pouring out of wine or oil at an altar 
dedicated to a deity as a symbol of pouring oneself out in devotion. 
The winners of athletic races received a crown of laurel. The 
community still awaits the parousia, ñhis appearing.ò Here, ñthe Lordò 
refers to the risen Christ. 

Stewardship: Reflection for October 26, 2025  
 
 
 
 
 

\ 
 

 
How My Soul Sings Out Through Artwork 
 

I have a limited time on this earth, so it has been 
my goal to wake up every day and use my God 
given talents to the best of my ability. I donôt think 
I am alone when I say I doubt myself in this pro-
cess, but I do keep striving to create something that 
I hope will touch the lives of others and bring to 
recognition the light I see in the world around me. God is light to me. From 
an artistôs perspective there is no color without light. I am thankful for the 
light because I love color. 
 

In my travels I have learned to appreciate the differences of others and what 
they and their different surroundings, and lifestyles have to offer to all of us. 
I like to paint these and hope that my viewers can see the light that shines in 
them too. We are all people of God and I hope this shows in my art. 
 

I also like to capture the light in landscapes. Whether it is shimmering water 
on the Caribbean Sea, a river in Virginia, lights on a dark road, or in a house 
late at night. That light tells me we are not alone. God is nearby. There is 
nothing to fear. 
 

I am not a portrait artist, but I do like to paint people. I try to paint the light 
that shines in their souls. Eyes tell us so much about a person. Recently, I 
have been painting the neighbors at my motherôs memory care facility to rec-
ognize those lives who were once full. Their light should not be forgotten. 
 

I do believe that something greater than me has guided me through this crea-
tive process using me as a paint brush to tell a story. I love that relationship. 
It is pure joy. 
 

Ellen Sinclair is from Virginia Beach; married to Deacon Carter Sinclair 
and now attends Eastern Shore Chapel after having been at Emmanuel 
Church for 8 years while Carter served as Deacon.   www.ellensinclair.com 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2025-10-26/0
http://www.ellensinclair.com/
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The Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God by Rita Welsh, in 
loving memory of our father Albert Edward Wong. 
 

Nametags are appreciated by newcomers and others, too. You are 
welcome to write your name on one of the blanks available at the table 
at the back of the church OR bring your own from the glove 
compartment in your car or wherever you may stash them. 
 

The Children this Sunday are invited to join in Godly Play 
lessons. Godly Play for the children now begins at 9:45am and ends at 
10:25.  The children will join their families in the church for the 
remainder of the service. 
 
Stewardship Sunday includes the annual Stewardship Brunch in 
Cowans Hall. The traditional baked potato and chili, with all the 
fixings will be served in the hall after the service. 
 

 

Upcoming/continuing Events  
 
 

Livable Sunnyvale  
SOCIAL HOUR  Wednesday, October 29,  6:30 PM 
Fibbar MaGees, Downtown Sunnyvale 
Come hang out with your neighbors and fellow community members! 
SHARE THE WARMTH Donations due by October 31 (details p. 31) 
 

 
All Souls and Saints Commemoration November 2  
Please bring a picture of a dearly beloved on Sunday, November 2 as 
we remember those who have passed. It would be best if the picture 
had a frame that can stand up on a table.  This is also the Sunday when 
pledge cards may be presented at the altar. 
Note: Daylight Savings Time ends on this day. Be sure to set your 
clocks back one hour (extra sleep!) on Saturday night. 
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QED Lunch and Discussion Group: 
QED (Queer Episcopal Discussions)  meets the first Sunday 
of each  month following the 10:30 service in the St. Thomas 
library. All are welcome to explore an LGBTQ+ perspective 
on faith and the Christian experience in an open and 

affirming environment. It is our intention to create a safe, inclusive, 
Spirit-led sacred space where all identities are celebrated and beloved. 
Better understanding leads to a closer relationship with ourselves, 
each other, and with God. 
Next meeting is November 2 following 10:30 am worship.  For 
questions or to get involved, please talk to Aer or email them at 
arikevdw@hotmail.com 
 
 

CONCERT -     Sunday November 2,  6pm      

 
 

Livable Sunnyvale  
GENERAL MEETING Wednesday, November 5,  6:30-8 PM 
1160 Kern Avenue, Sunnyvale - or on Zoom. See link below. 
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All are welcome — just bring your curiosity and good vibes! 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83157736213?
pwd=e7ySTiVTP7PrCb3o0atmjaApkqym4b.1 
 
 
Holiday Festival of Gifts  November 15 & 16 
In addition to the sale of handmade gift items and 
baked goods on the days of the festival, we have a 
raffle for several extra special gifts:  
 

¶ 2025 handcrafted Christmas Quilt 
¶ The Abundant Kettle! 
¶ Hand painted Christmas ornaments 
¶ Hand knit Nativity people with stall 

 

We will be selling raffle tickets ahead of the Festival,  
on Sunday, November 2 and Sunday, November 9.   

Raffle tickets will sell at $5.00 each (single tickets) or 6 for $20.00. 
Look for us at the back of the church! 

 

Please note: the drawing will be held during our 10:30 service on 
November 16 so be sure to purchase your tickets before the 10:30 
service.  
 

We need your help! Please look for the sign-up sheets in the church 
narthex. We would love to have your involvement in this holiday 
event. We have sign-up sheets for the following: 
 

ǒ Donate craft items and items for regifting. Please give your items 
to the committee no  later than Sunday, November 2.  No last-
minute items accepted.  

ǒ Donate baked goods. See sign-up sheet for instructions.  
ǒ Volunteer to help distribute flyers to the surrounding 

neighborhoods. 
ǒ Volunteer to help set up the Festival on Friday, November 14 at 

3:00 pm.  
ǒ Volunteer to help clean-up on Sunday, November 16 at 1:00 pm 

and set up tables for ODB use on Monday. 

 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F83157736213%3Fpwd%3De7ySTiVTP7PrCb3o0atmjaApkqym4b.1&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1761611580000000&usg=AOvVaw3MpWfnOTRENnjIt9SRhd0a
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F83157736213%3Fpwd%3De7ySTiVTP7PrCb3o0atmjaApkqym4b.1&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1761611580000000&usg=AOvVaw3MpWfnOTRENnjIt9SRhd0a


30 

 

Please contact one of the committee members with your questions or 
suggestions. 
Mary Beth Baust, Carol Campbell, Donna Cobb, Stephanie 
Daugherty, Fran Hostettler, Peg Prior, Barbara Stewart, Nancy Tucker, 
Marilyn Winans, and Margie Zochetti.  
 
 

Next Vestry Meeting is Tuesday November 18. 
 
 

On the Calendar 
Sunday, October 26   Stewardship Sunday 
Saturday, November 1  Diocesan Convention 
Sunday, November 2   Daylight Savings Ends 
      Ingathering of Pledges 
      All Souls and Saints Remembrance 
      Classical Music Concert 
Saturday/Sunday,  
November 15 & 16  Holiday Festival of Gifts 
Thursday, November 27 Thanksgiving Day service 
Saturday, November 29 Greening the Church 
Sunday, November 30  Advent begins 
 

 

General Announcements 
 

 

New Zoom security To ensure the privacy and security of our 
Zoom livestream, the link is no longer published on our website but is 
available by request. We will continue to include it in the weekly 
email reminder which goes out to known recipients. This link has 
recently changed, in accordance with diocesan security guidelines. If 
you are attending on Zoom, be sure to check for the link in the 
reminder email., OR you may request the link by email to the  office 
or the pastor. 
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Peace and Justice Would you like to be involved 
in the activities of the  Peace and Justice Committee? 
We have been working for a long time with PACT  
(People Acting in Community Together), an 
interfaith community organizing group of 22 
congregations, to support the interests of vulnerable 
members of our community. PACT is conducting efforts to support 
immigrant rights, enhance public safety by ensuring proper police 
training, promote access to health services, and support affordable 
housing.   
 

The RRN wants to find volunteers to accompany immigrants to 
court and around the community. Would you be interested in 
volunteering in this way?  
 

If you are interested in these activities , please contact  Lana 
Sheridan at peaceandjustice@stthomas-svale.us.  Join the email list 
to get notifications of a variety of ways you can participate in peace 
and justice work. General questions may be directed to Cal Cornwell 
and Lana Sheridan. 
 

Letôs see what we can do together to stand up for our neighbors! 
 

St. Thomas Library   Book of the Week:  
Twinkling Lights, Diwali Nights by Rupi K. Sandhuv.  
This is a dual language (English/Punjabi) book 
about Diwali. It teaches children about the spirit 
of giving during holidays. The aim of this book is 
to promote cultural awareness among young 
children and to develop a better understanding of 
diversity. 
modern classic of a 'negative utopia' - a startlingly 
original and haunting novel that creates an 
imaginary world that is completely convincing.  
 

Diwali is now an official state holiday and takes effect January 1, 
2026. Diwali is held on the 15th day of the month of Kartika in the 
Hindu calendar and celebrates the festival of lights. 

https://stec-ind.skathi.opalsinfo.net/bin/index#/recDetail?kw0=diwali&sf0=1016&recType=&pSize=20&pNum=1&sortAttr=31&sortOrder=1&op=search&dbType=&boolop0=&dbIdx=0&recRsPos=0&b2rsUrlId=ab5e8d02c59e699bb40ed4256e225901
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Diwali will be celebrated/observed on Sunday, November 8, 2026.  
 

From the Archives Committee  

October/November Archives Display Case: 
    St. Thomas Church was consecrated on Sunday, June 7, 1981 
during the Feast of Pentecost. 
     Bishop Shannon Mallory was the Chief Celebrant of the service. 
Reverend William Cowans and Reverend Robert Williams were the 
parish clergy.  
      During the service the church was consecrated, and Holy Baptism 
and Holy Communion were celebrated. 
      The pictures displayed include Bishop Mallory standing before 
the church doors surrounded by the moat which use to be present. 
There are pictures of the Junior Choir, Baptism, and the dinner 
following the service.              Submitted by the Archives Committee 
 
 

Helping Hands Silicon Valley  &  Livable Sunnyvale  
Share the warmth this winteré 

We are in need of the following items for our Unhoused Neighbors: 
¶ Jackets in Adult sizes L and up 
¶ Cold Weather Sleeping Bags 
¶ 2 or 4 person Tents 
¶ Tarps to protect from rain 
¶ Travel size Hygiene items 
Scan the QR code to see our Amazon wishlist. 
Join us in making a difference!  
(Donation receipt available on request.) 
Drop off donations by October 31. 
For donations locations, contact: 
  Alpana Agarwal    408-718-3454 
  Aruna Srinivasan    619-517-9581 
  Pratima Gupta       408-393-5741 
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Thanksgiving and Memorial Donations to Altar Guild  
Our altar guild appreciates your support in making our space holy 
and beautiful.  You can make a donation for fresh flowers on a 
designated date or a general donation for supplies, like communion 
wine and bread and oil for the candles.  You can make this donation 
online or by check, with ñaltar guildò on the memo line.  If 
applicable, please also include (1) the date for the commemoration 
and (2) the person or occasion to be commemorated.   
 
 

Pledges, Offerings & Donations 

Your pledges and other donations may always be mailed to the 
church office and marked to the attention of the Treasurer.  

When donating by check, please make the check payable to ñSt. 
Thomas Episcopal Churchò.   

We encourage you to mail in your pledges and offerings to the 
church or use our online donation option, described below. 
Online Giving  Please look for the ñGIVEò option on the main menu 
bar on the St. Thomas website.  It is located on the upper right side 
of the home page.  Once you select ñGIVEò, you will be taken to a 
new page where you may donate through PayPal, using a debit  or 
credit card. OR, if you prefer, you may go directly to the PayPal site 
through the following link: 
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-
xclick&hosted_button_id=9C43D8TLRQCLU&source=url 
   OR by scanning the QR code  
If you choose to give online, please be aware that 
St. Thomas does pay a fee for each transaction. 
Also, if you choose to donate securities, please 
contact the Treasurer, Jim Cobb, if you need the 
account number and transfer information.  It is 
important to notify us when the transaction is 
submitted to ensure our prompt attention to your 
donation! 

 

https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=9C43D8TLRQCLU&source=url
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=9C43D8TLRQCLU&source=url
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As always, we want to say ñThank You!ò        
Peace, Jim Cobb 
 

St. Thomas Library hours The church library will be open on 
Sundays after the 8 a.m. service, and again after the 10:30 service. 
Carol or a member of the Library Committee will be available to 
answer questions on Fridays from 10-12; after 12:00 our administrator 
Anne will be available until 4:00 to open the door for you. Call 408-
736-4155 for access, or knock loudly! We request that you remember 
to wear your mask. 
 

 

Small Groups and Spiritual Formation Ministries 
 
 

 

St Thomas Stepping Stones Jail Ministry  Get proximate to the 
pain and you will make the deepest connection.  Join the St. Thomas 
Stepping Stone Jail ministry and get  proximate to those who are in 
need of community and love.  You can participate by becoming a pen-
pal and/or visiting people in jail (requires special training).   
Naveen Prasad is the liaison to this ministry.  Please request contact 
information through the office. 
 
Childrenôs Ministry  Pam Storrer is leading our childrenôs Sunday 
School.  Pastor Salying leads our youth ministry.   Please contact them 
through the church office or website:  www.stthomas-svale.org 
 
 

Companionship Ministry (formerly known as Senior Ministry) 
ñTo make a connection with those who are unable to attend services on 
a regular basis and to support those who have gone through a 
significant event.ò Contact Pastor Salying, or Carol Campbell. 
 
 

 Zooming in Menôs Spiritual Growth Group                                                   
Yes! Now you can be there in your pajamas (at least), and therefore 
sleep a bit longer. But on the other hand we can no longer advertise 
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coffee + if you arrive a bit early.  We are now meeting weekly with a 
standard format, alternating between wondering what the scriptures 
might be leading us to personally on the 2nd and 4th Saturdays (9-10 
AM on your computer), and on the other Saturdays, a check-in and just 
for sanityôs sake (starting at 9 AM).  Our Zoom meetings are password 
protected so youôll need to connect with Chris Schmidt 
(randischris@gmail.com) if you are new to the group. We invite all 
men (even those not a part of St. Thomas) to join with us for 
fellowship and good discussion.  
 
 

St. Thomas offers English Language Classes.  A class for 
Chinese speakers meets most Fridays at 10:00am in the church.  A 
class for Japanese speakers meets Wednesdays at 12:45pm in the 
church.   
 
 

Craft Group The Craft Group continues meeting on the second and 
fourth Thursdays of the month from 1:00pm to 3:00pm in the library.   
The next meeting is November 13.  We are in the final stages of 
preparation for the upcoming Holiday Gift Fair on November 15 & 
16. [see p. 29.]  Please join us with whatever project you may be 
working on! 
 
 

Book Club The Book Club meets once a month via Zoom, usually 
the last Monday evening of the month, at 7pm. We are an open book 
club: All are welcome, whether you have read the book or not.  
Our next meeting will take place on Monday, October 27 when we 
meet to discuss A Tree Grows in Brooklyn  by Betty Smith. The 
classic coming-of-age story set in the 1900s follows the lives of 11-
year-old Francie Nolan, her younger brother Neely, and their parents,                                                                                                                              
Irish immigrants who have settled in the Williamsburg section of 
Brooklyn. 
Please contact this monthôs host, Carol C, through the website:  
www.stthomas-svale.org/contact     to request the Zoom link. 

http://www.stthomas-svale.org/contact
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Please see website  

www.stthomas-svale.org 

for additional week-to-week up-dates. 

http://www.stthomas-svale.org
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Weekday Worship at St. Thomas  
 
 
 
 
 

 

Tuesdays, 5pm Centering Prayer  (Zoom only) 
 led by Pastor Salying 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89609758620  
Dial-in option: 1 669 900 9128  

meeting ID# 89609758620 
or scan the QR code 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Wednesdays, 12:15pm Noonday Prayer                           
with Commemoration of  Saints led by Pastor Salying:  

    (Zoom only) 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86313271549           

Dial-in option: 1 669 900 9128  
meeting ID# 86313271549 

or scan the QR code 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Thursdays, 6:30pm  Intercessory Prayer Group on Zoom (only)  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82381715053?

pwd=UmN1QXZ4UjNWdWdZbmZFYk9Bd0VwQT09  

Meeting ID: 823 8171 5053      Passcode: 189002  
One tap mobile: 

+16699009128,,82381715053#,,,,*189002# US  
(San Jose) 

or scan the QR code 
 

 
 
 
 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89609758620
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86313271549
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82381715053?pwd=UmN1QXZ4UjNWdWdZbmZFYk9Bd0VwQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82381715053?pwd=UmN1QXZ4UjNWdWdZbmZFYk9Bd0VwQT09
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Welcome 
3ÔȢ 4ÈÏÍÁÓ΄ 0ÁÒÉÓÈ ÉÓ Á ÒÅÃÏÎÃÉÌÉÎÇȟ ÁÆУÉÒÍÉÎÇȟ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÃÌÕÓÉÖÅ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎ 
ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÓÔÒÉÖÉÎÇ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ×ÏÒÓÈÉÐȟ ÌÏÖÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅ ÔÏ ×ÅÌÃÏÍÅ ÁÌÌ 
ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÊÕÓÔ ÁÓ 'ÏÄ ÃÒÅÁÔÅÄ ÔÈÅÍȢ  .Ï ÍÁÔÔÅÒ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÏÎ ÙÏÕÒ ÊÏÕÒÎÅÙ 
ÏÆ ÆÁÉÔÈȟ ÁÎÄ ×ÈÅÔÈÅÒ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÓÉÎÇÌÅȟ ÍÁÒÒÉÅÄȟ ÄÉÖÏÒÃÅÄȟ ÓÅÐÁÒÁÔÅÄȟ ÏÒ 
ÐÁÒÔÎÅÒÅÄȟ ÏÕÒ ×ÅÌÃÏÍÅ ËÎÏ×Ó ÎÏ ÂÏÕÎÄÁÒÉÅÓ ÏÆ ÁÇÅȟ ÒÁÃÅȟ ÅÔÈÎÉÃÉÔÙȟ 
ÃÕÌÔÕÒÅȟ ÇÅÎÄÅÒ ÉÄÅÎÔÉÔÙ ÁÎÄ ÇÅÎÄÅÒ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎȟ ÓÅØÕÁÌ ÏÒÉÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎȟ 
ÅÃÏÎÏÍÉÃ ÃÏÎÄÉÔÉÏÎȟ ÐÈÙÓÉÃÁÌȟ ÏÒ ÍÅÎÔÁÌ ÁÂÉÌÉÔÙȢ  'ÏÄ ÄÅÌÉÇÈÔÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 
ÄÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ ÏÆ ÃÒÅÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÁÎÄ ÓÏ ÄÏ ×ÅȦ 

Parish Mission Statement 
 

St. Thomas is joyfully on the way!  

We are becoming whom Jesus calls us to be:  a spiritually-centered 

community dedicated to creating connections with God, each other, 

and our neighbors, so that we might walk together with love  

toward justice, compassion, and hope. 

Rector:  The Rev. Salying Wongééééé..pastorsalying@stthomas-svale.us     
Adjunct Priest:  The Rev. Barbara Stewart..ééééé.....................barbarastewart001@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Jim Cobbé.. éééééééééééé..ééééé.Finance@stthomas-svale.org 

Parish Administrator: Anne Bueltemanéééé éééééé.é.office@stthomas-svale.org 

Childrenôs Ministry Co-ordinator.: Pam Storreré..éééééé...family_ministry@stthomas-svale.org 

Library and Resource Center Coordinator: Carol Campbell é.........resourcecenter@stthomas-svale.org 

Music Director: Patricia Pietrzyk,ééééééééééé.............. patriciapietrzyk@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor: Anne Buelteman.ééééé...ééé...................office@stthomas-svale.org 

Accompanist (organ/piano): Benjamin Belew ééééééééé.. mephistoape@gmail.com  

Our Daily Bread (ODB) Coordinator: David Barnesééé...............408-736-4108, odb@stthomas-svale.org 

 

THE VESTRY OF ST. THOMAS EPISCOPAL CHURCH, SUNNYVALE 
 

Joe Gutierrez, Senior Warden  2025   2026   2027 
Emilee Wilhelm-Leen, Junior Warden Joe Gutierrez  Jeannie Battagin  Ann Kopischke 
     Pam Storrer         Naveen Raja  Eric Larkin 
      Ann Kopischke, Clerk  Emilee Wilhelm-Leen Tian Zhu  Charlie Mendoza 

      

DELEGATES TO CONVENTION 
 Mabel Cheng  Stephanie Daugherty        Susan Durham Powers      Aer van de Water  

      
 

       St. Thomas website: www.stthomas-svale.org 

 


