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19th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

October 19, 2025                     Holy Eucharist Rite II, 10:30am 

 

Welcome to worship this morning. 
We are so happy you are here today, in-person and online. 

 

 

For those who have vulnerable health issues, our 10:30am services always offer 
an option to worship from the safety of home.  Please stay home if you feel 
sick.   
 
Families with Children 

There is a comfortable sitting area in the back of the sanctuary with toys and 
books for children. 
 
 

For those attending remotely, you may connect in either of two ways: 
 

1.  by computer or smartphone (video and audio): 

You may access our ZOOM meeting on the following link:                                                           
     https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82690025101  

2. by telephone (audio only):                                                                                                      
Dial +1 669 900 9128        Meeting ID: 826 9002 5101 

 

When prompted for a participant number, touch the pound key ( # ) . 
Please follow the usual procedures for muting and unmuting (*6 )  and raising 
a hand (*9 ).      For the sake of audio clarity, your mic will be muted on entry. 
 

 Please note:  Regarding joining us on Zoom, we welcome newcomers and 
 appreciate your on-time attendance.  If you arrive more than 15 minutes 
 after the service begins, our Zoom protocols may not permit your joining 
 the service.  Equally important, please be sure that your zoom account ID 
 includes your first  and last name.  We look forward to seeing you. 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82690025101
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Prelude 

 
 

Opening Hymn                         Hymnal #11 

Awake My Soul 

  

continued next page 
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Greeting   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Collect for Purity                                                      
 

All:  
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Collect for the 19th Sunday after Pentecost            Proper 24  
 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People:     And also with you. 
 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ you have revealed 
your glory among the nations: Preserve the works of your 
mercy, that your Church throughout the world may 
persevere with steadfast faith in the confession of your 
Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever.  Amen.  

 
 

The First Lesson          Jeremiah 31:27-34 
 

 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will sow the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah with the seed of humans and 
the seed of animals. And just as I have watched over them to pluck up 
and break down, to overthrow, destroy, and bring evil, so I will watch 
over them to build and to plant, says the Lord. In those days they 
shall no longer say: 
  "The parents have eaten sour grapes, 
  and the children's teeth are set on edge." 
 But all shall die for their own sins; the teeth of everyone who eats 
sour grapes shall be set on edge. 
 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a 
new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. It will 
not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took 
them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt-- a covenant 
that they broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. But this is 
the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, 
says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on 
their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. No 
longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, "Know 
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the Lord," for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the 
greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember 
their sin no more. 
         

Lector: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the churches. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
Psalm 119:97-104 

The congregation is invited to sing the responses.                 

 

Oh, how I love your law! * 
 all the day long it is in my mind. 
 

Your commandment has made me wiser than my enemies, * 
 and it is always with me.   Refrain 

 

I have more understanding than all my teachers, * 
 for your decrees are my study. 
 

I am wiser than the elders, * 
 because I observe your commandments. Refrain  (as above) 
 

I restrain my feet from every evil way, * 
 that I may keep your word. 

Refrain 



9 

 

I do not shrink from your judgments, * 
 because you yourself have taught me.  Refrain 
 

How sweet are your words to my taste! * 
 they are sweeter than honey to my mouth. 
 

Through your commandments I gain understanding; * 
 therefore I hate every lying way.  Refrain (as above) 
 
 
 

The Second Lesson:        2 Timothy 3:14-4:5 
 

 As for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly 
believed, knowing from whom you learned it, and how from 
childhood you have known the sacred writings that are able to instruct 
you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All scripture is inspired 
by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for 
training in righteousness, so that everyone who belongs to God may 
be proficient, equipped for every good work. 
 In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the 
living and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I 
solemnly urge you: proclaim the message; be persistent whether the 
time is favorable or unfavorable; convince, rebuke, and encourage, 
with the utmost patience in teaching. For the time is coming when 
people will not put up with sound doctrine, but having itching ears, 
they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own desires, 
and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander away to 
myths. As for you, always be sober, endure suffering, do the work of 
an evangelist, carry out your ministry fully. 
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Lector: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the churches. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
Gradual Hymn                              Hymnal #671 

Amazing Grace 

 
 

continued next page 
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The Gospel:               Luke 18:1-8 
 

Gospeler:  The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ  
                                                                       according to Luke. 
People:       Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

 Jesus told his disciples a parable about their need to pray always 
and not to lose heart. He said, "In a certain city there was a judge who 
neither feared God nor had respect for people. In that city there was a 
widow who kept coming to him and saying, `Grant me justice against 
my opponent.' For a while he refused; but later he said to himself, 
`Though I have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, yet because 
this widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, so that she 
may not wear me out by continually coming.'" And the Lord said, 
"Listen to what the unjust judge says. And will not God grant justice to 
his chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long in 
helping them? I tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, 
when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?" 
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Gospeler:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People:   Praise to you Lord Christ. 
 

 

Sermon 
 

 

The sermon is followed by a period of silence for meditation. 

 

 
 

       

The Nicene Creed                                                                
 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
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He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come.  Amen.  
 

 
 
 

Prayers of the People          Form III 
 

Leader: Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
People: That we all may be one. 
 

Leader: Grant that every member of the Church may truly and  
   humbly serve you; 
People: That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 

Leader: We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
People: That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and  
   Sacraments. 
 

Leader: We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations 
   of the world; 
People: That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 

Leader: Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
People: That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 

Leader: Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or  
   trouble; 
People: That they may be delivered from their distress. 
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Leader: Give to the departed eternal rest; 
People: Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 

Leader: We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
People: May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 

Leader: Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.  
 

 

The people may add additional petitions. 
 

The celebrant adds a concluding collect. 
  

 

Celebrant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  
 
 

The Confession 

 

All:       Most merciful God, 
              we confess that we have sinned against you 
              in thought, word, and deed, 
              by what we have done, 
  and by what we have left undone. 
  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
  we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
  have mercy on us and forgive us; 
  that we may delight in your will, 
  and walk in your ways, 
  to the glory of your Name.  Amen. 
 
The Absolution 

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your 
   sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all  
   goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you 
   in eternal life. Amen. 
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The Peace    
 

Celebrant:  The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People:      And also with you. 
 

The people and the ministers greet one another.    
 
 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

 

Announcements     

    

 

         The Great Thanksgiving 
 

 

Offertory sentence   

 

Offertory anthem                                            Stephen Schwartz  
All Good Gifts 

Karen Huyser, soprano 
Benjamin Belew, piano 

   

Celebrant:   All things come of you, O Lord. 
People:       And of your own have we given you. 
 
 
Sursum Corda                                       Eucharistic Prayer  C   

        15                                   continued next page 
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Celebrant: God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy 
   of glory and praise. 
People:    Glory to you for ever and ever.    

Celebrant: At your command all things came to be: the vast   
   expanse  of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets 
   in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home.  
People:   By your will they were created and have their being.  
 

Celebrant: From the primal elements you brought forth the human 
   race, and blessed us with memory, reason, and skill.  
   You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned  
   against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned  
   against one another.  
People:  Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.  
 

Celebrant: Again and again, you called us to return. Through  
   prophets and sages you revealed your righteous Law.  
   And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born 
   of a woman,  to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way 
   of freedom and peace.  
People:  By his blood, he reconciled us. 
   By his wounds, we are healed.  
 

Celebrant:  And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly  
   chorus, with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with all 
   those in every generation who have looked to you in  
   hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their   
   unending hymn: 
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Sanctus           WLP  #858   

            17 

 

continued next page 

https://youtu.be/DHjGK0DCptM
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Celebrant:    
And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new 
people by water and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
 

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke 
the bread, and gave it to his friends, and said, "Take, eat: This is my 
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, "Drink 
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed 
for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 
it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this 
sacrifice of thanksgiving, 
 

People:  We celebrate his death and resurrection, 
  as we await the day of his coming. 
 

Celebrant:     
Lord God of our Fathers: God of Abraham, Ishmael, Isaac, and Jacob; 
Lord God of our Mothers: God of Hagar, Sarah, Rebecca, and Rachel; 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your 
hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption 
of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for 

 



19 

 

pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy 
Communion make us  one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may 
worthily serve the world in his name. 
 

People: Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 
 

Celebrant:     
Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our 
great High Priest, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church 
gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to generation.  
 

Celebrant and People: AMEN.    
   
  As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray  

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
   

Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your Name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
        on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those 
        who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
    and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
    and the glory are yours, 
    now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 

 

The Fraction Anthem     

Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People:  Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia. 
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Celebrant:      The gifts of God for the people of God. 
 
 
 

The Communion                   

 

         Everyone is invited to come to the altar railing during Communion.  
 

¶ You may stand or kneel at the altar rail, as you are able.  
¶ The wine will be served in the chalice and in the small cups. The chalice will 

precede the cups.  f you do not reach for the chalice, it will pass and the cups 
will follow.  (Please place the empty cup on one of the trays near the aisles.) 

¶ Please, do not dip the bread in the wine. 
¶ If you do not wish to receive communion, you may receive a blessing:  
       please cross your arms over your chest as a sign that you wish to be 
 blessed. 
¶ Gluten free bread is available upon asking 
 

 
 

Communion Hymn                                                           Hymnal #655 

O Jesus, I Have Promised 

 

 

continued next page 
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Post-Communion Prayer                     Please stand. 
 

Celebrant and People: 
 Almighty and everliving God, 
 we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food  
 of the most precious Body and Blood 
 of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
 and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 
 that we are living members of the Body of your Son,  
 and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 
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 And now, Father, send us out 
 to do the work you have given us to do, 
 to love and serve you 
 as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 
 To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 
 be honor and glory, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
 
 

The Blessing      

   
 

Closing Hymn                                                                     Hymnal #551 

Rise Up, Ye Saints of God 
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Dismissal 

   Alleluia. Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
People:       Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
 
 

Postlude  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Serving today 
 
 

Members of the St. Thomas Altar Guild 
 

Celebrant & Preacher: The Rev. Salying Wong 
Eucharistic Minister: Joe Gutierrez 
Lectors: Lou Poulain, Susan McVey 
Psalmist: Patricia Pietrzyk 
Greeters: MaryJane Johnson, 
Stephanie Daugherty, Pat Turnbull 

 

Members of the St. Thomas Choir 
Patricia Pietrzyk, music director 
Benjamin Belew, accompanist 

 

Tech team: Eric Larkin 
Zoom host: Susan Durham Powers 

 
Introductions to Lectionary readings         from sundaysandseasons.com 

RCL: 19th Sunday after Pentecost Year C - proper 24 track 1  

 

Jeremiah 31:27-34 
Jeremiah 31:27-34, the last semicontinuous selection from the book 
of Jeremiah, speaks of the future restoration of the people from 
exile. This extraordinary passage describes several paradigm shifts. 
There is the move from collective responsibility (the children being 
punished for the parentsô sins) to personal accountability. The 
covenant with the whole people, recorded in Exodus 20–24, is now 
described as a covenant with believing individuals. The law 
formerly on stone tablets is now on human hearts. A religious 
hierarchy is being replaced with each person having access to Godôs 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2025-10-19/0
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forgiveness. This is the single use in the Old Testament of the term 
ñnew covenant.ò Christians have found this passage fundamental to 
their understanding of the New Testamentôs use of covenant 
language, seen for example in Jesusô words at the last supper, and is 
thus one of the most important passages of the Hebrew Scriptures for 
Christian hermeneutic. 
 

2 Timothy 3:14—4:5 
Written probably in the late first century by a disciple of Paul, 2 
Timothy is concerned that the community is being attracted by 
heterodox teachings that conflict with the truth of the gospel as 
preached by Paul. The sacred writings of Timothyôs childhood were 
the Hebrew Scriptures, which early Christians understood as leading 
believers to Christ. By the time of this writing, gospels may have 
been circulating. Jewish parents were to begin the education of their 
children in Torah at age five. The author grounds the authority of the 
Hebrew Scriptures in divine inspiration and calls the hearers to both 
faith in Christ Jesus and a life of ñevery good work.ò A myth is a 
story that bears religious meaning to its adherents. The noun 
evangelist occurs only three times in the New Testament. 
 

Luke 18:1-8 
Lukeôs audience, in the late 80s, may have been losing heart, waiting 
both for the parousia (ñwhen the Son of Man comesò) and for answer 
to prayer. A parable is not intended to be an allegory, with numerous 
one-to-one correspondences: the persistence of the widow, rather than 
the unjust judge, is Lukeôs primary point. Throughout the Scriptures, 
a widow represents those who are needy and powerless. The presence 
of Christ in the community suggests that God is not delaying. The 
final line (v. 8b) seems an add-on that widens the focus from the 
believers to the entire earth. Son of Man is title designating Christ as 
the worldôs judge at the end of time. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

OCTOBER is Stewardship monthé 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2025-10-19/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2025-10-19/0
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This weekôs reflection will be found on the following page. 
The Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stewardship: Reflection for October 19, 
2025  
 
 
 
 
 

 
There Is Little to Say That We Cannot Say 
Through Song 
 

When I was in high school, my drama teacher told 
us that when we are creative - whether we are per-
forming, drawing, playing music, etc. - we are par-
ticipating in our own small way in the holy act of 
Creation in much the same way that God created all 
things. It had never occurred to me that something 
as simple as writing a song was an echo of God cre-
ating the universe. 
 

The human voice is the vehicle of the soul - it is the 
means by which we communicate with one another from the moment we 
emerge screaming into the delivery room. Song is an illumination of that 
communication, a way to come together as an entity and speak with one 
voice. As a congregation, song is a means by which we breathe as one body 
and pray as one soul. As Iôve heard it said, ñwhen we sing, we pray twice.ò 
 

Composing music is not only my form of praying as an individual, but my 
way of bringing the choir together to pray as one with music written espe-
cially for them. Itôs my way of giving a gift to the congregation as well as 
using the gifts given to me to participate in my own tiny echo of Creation. 
 

Music can serve as a vehicle for healing, for social justice, for experiencing 
grief, or for expressing great joy. We see senior choirs form for the benefits 
to the mind and body, choirs for the unhoused to feel the benefits of commu-
nity, and social justice choirs form to spread the word of change throughout 
the world. There is little to say that we cannot say through song - and little 
more powerful than saying those things as a gathered community of love 
sharing in the act of Creation. 
 

Mickey McGroarty is the keyboardist and Choir Director at Church of Our Savior in 
Akron, OH in addition to directing the choir at the University of Akron, directing Sing 
Starkôs Vox Audio, playing at Temple Israel in Fairlawn, and composing. 
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Coffee hour today will be in Cowans Hall. 
 

Nametags are appreciated by newcomers and others, too. You are 
welcome to write your name on one of the blanks available at the 
table at the back of the church OR bring your own from the glove 
compartment in your car or wherever you may stash them. 
 

The Children this Sunday are invited to join in Godly Play 
lessons. Godly Play for the children now begins at 9:45am and ends 
at 10:25.  The children will join their families in the church for the 
remainder of the service. 

 

Upcoming/continuing Events  
 
 

Next Vestry Meeting will be Tuesday, October 21  at 7PM. 
                                                                                                                             
 

NEXT SUNDAY October 26 is Stewardship Sunday, which 
includes the annual Stewardship Brunch. The traditional baked 
potato and chili, with all the fixings will be served in the hall after 
the service.   
We will celebrate all together with a single service at 10:30am. 
Please come and learn how you can support the work of St. 
Thomas.   
 

All Souls and Saints Commemoration November 2  
Please bring a picture of a dearly beloved on Sunday, November 2 as 
we remember those who have passed. It would be best if the picture 
had a frame that can stand up on a table. 
This is also the Sunday when pledge cards may be presented at the 
altar. 

 
 

QED Lunch and Discussion Group: 
QED (Queer Episcopal Discussions)  meets the first Sunday 
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of each  month following the 10:30 service in the St. Thomas 
library. All are welcome to explore an LGBTQ+ perspective on faith 
and the Christian experience in an open and affirming environment. 
It is our intention to create a safe, inclusive, Spirit-led sacred space 
where all identities are celebrated and beloved. Better understanding 
leads to a closer relationship with ourselves, each other, and with 
God. 
Next meeting is November 2 following 10:30 am worship.  For 
questions or to get involved, please talk to Aer or email them at 
arikevdw@hotmail.com 
 
 

CONCERT -     Sunday November 2,  6pm      

 
 

Holiday Festival of Gifts  November 15 & 16 
In addition to the sale of handmade gift items and 
baked goods on the days of the festival, we have a 
raffle for several extra special gifts:  
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¶ 2025 handcrafted Christmas Quilt 
¶ The Abundant Kettle! 
¶ Hand painted Christmas ornaments 
¶ Hand knit Nativity people with stall 

 

We will be selling raffle tickets ahead of the Festival,  
on Sunday, November 2 and Sunday, November 9.   

Raffle tickets will sell at $5.00 each (single tickets) or 6 for $20.00. 
Look for us at the back of the church! 

 

Please note: the drawing will be held during our 10:30 service on 
November 16 so be sure to purchase your tickets before the 10:30 
service.  
 

We need your help! Please look for the sign-up sheets in the church 
narthex. We would love to have your involvement in this holiday 
event. We have sign-up sheets for the following: 
 

ǒ Donate craft items and items for regifting. Please give your items 
to the committee no  later than Sunday, November 2.  No last-
minute items accepted.  

ǒ Donate baked goods. See sign-up sheet for instructions.  
ǒ Volunteer to help distribute flyers to the surrounding 

neighborhoods. 
ǒ Volunteer to help set up the Festival on Friday, November 14 at 

3:00 pm.  
ǒ Volunteer to help clean-up on Sunday, November 16 at 1:00 pm 

and set up tables for ODB use on Monday. 
 

Please contact one of the committee members with your questions or 
suggestions. 
Mary Beth Baust, Carol Campbell, Donna Cobb, Stephanie 
Daugherty, Fran Hostettler, Peg Prior, Barbara Stewart, Nancy 
Tucker, Marilyn Winans, and Margie Zochetti.  
 

 

On the Calendar 
Sunday, October 26     Stewardship Sunday 
Saturday, November 1    Diocesan Convention 
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Sunday, November 2    Daylight Savings Ends 
Ingathering of Pledges 
All Souls and Saints Remembrance 
Classical Music Concert 

Saturday/Sunday,  
November 15 &16   Holiday Festival of Gifts 

 

 
General Announcements 

 
 
 

Peace and Justice Would you like to be involved 
in the activities of the  Peace and Justice Committee? 
We have been working for a long time with PACT  
(People Acting in Community Together), an 
interfaith community organizing group of 22 
congregations, to support the interests of vulnerable 
members of our community. PACT is conducting efforts to support 
immigrant rights, enhance public safety by ensuring proper police 
training, promote access to health services, and support affordable 
housing.   
 

The RRN wants to find volunteers to accompany immigrants to 
court and around the community. Would you be interested in 
volunteering in this way?  
 

If you are interested in these activities , please contact  Lana Sheridan 
at peaceandjustice@stthomas-svale.us.  Join the email list to get 
notifications of a variety of ways you can participate in peace 
and justice work. General questions may be directed to Cal Cornwell 
and Lana Sheridan. 
 

Letôs see what we can do together to stand up for our neighbors! 
 
 

St. Thomas Library   Book of the Week:  
Twinkling Lights, Diwali Nights by Rupi K. Sandhuv.  

https://stec-ind.skathi.opalsinfo.net/bin/index#/recDetail?kw0=diwali&sf0=1016&recType=&pSize=20&pNum=1&sortAttr=31&sortOrder=1&op=search&dbType=&boolop0=&dbIdx=0&recRsPos=0&b2rsUrlId=ab5e8d02c59e699bb40ed4256e225901
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This is a dual language (English/Punjabi) book about Diwali. It 
teaches children about the spirit of giving during 
holidays. The aim of this book is to promote 
cultural awareness among young children and to 
develop a better understanding of diversity. 
modern classic of a 'negative utopia' - a startlingly 
original and haunting novel that creates an 
imaginary world that is completely convincing.  
 

Diwali is now an official state holiday and takes 
effect January 1, 2026. Diwali is held on the 15th day of the month of 
Kartika in the Hindu calendar and celebrates the festival of lights. 
Diwali will be celebrated/observed on Sunday, November 8, 2026.  
 

From the Archives Committee  

September/ October Archives Display Case 
   This fall past activities of St. Thomas are the focus of the 
display.    There are pictures of two Women's Retreats held in 2000 
and 2003. Family Camp from 1990 are included. This was a favorite  
time of gathering for parishioners for many years. 
    There was a Spring Fair held in 1975 with lots of fun and games. 
    Lastly, there are pictures of Parish Talent from 1995 showcasing 
arts and crafts made by parishioners and displayed on the mystery 
screens. 
    Different  pictures  and  notes regarding the activities will be 
rotated in the Display Case during the next month. 
                                   Submitted by the Archives Committee 
 
 

Helping Hands Silicon Valley  &  Livable Sunnyvale  
Share the warmth this winteré 

We are in need of the following items for our Unhoused Neighbors: 
¶ Jackets in Adult sizes L and up 
¶ Cold Weather Sleeping Bags 
¶ 2 or 4 person Tents 
¶ Tarps to protect from rain 
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¶ Travel size Hygiene items 
Scan the QR code to see our Amazon wishlist. 
Join us in making a difference!  
(Donation receipt available on request.) 
Drop off donations by October 31. 
For donations locations, contact: 
  Alpana Agarwal    408-718-3454 
  Aruna Srinivasan    619-517-9581 
  Pratima Gupta       408-393-5741 
 
 

Thanksgiving and Memorial Donations to Altar Guild  
Our altar guild appreciates your support in making our space holy 
and beautiful.  You can make a donation for fresh flowers on a 
designated date or a general donation for supplies, like communion 
wine and bread and oil for the candles.  You can make this donation 
online or by check, with ñaltar guildò on the memo line.  If 
applicable, please also include (1) the date for the commemoration 
and (2) the person or occasion to be commemorated.   
 
 

Pledges, Offerings & Donations 

Your pledges and other donations may always be mailed to the 
church office and marked to the attention of the Treasurer.  

When donating by check, please make the check payable to ñSt. 
Thomas Episcopal Churchò.   

We encourage you to mail in your pledges and offerings to the 
church or use our online donation option, described below. 
Online Giving  Please look for the ñGIVEò option on the main menu 
bar on the St. Thomas website.  It is located on the upper right side of 
the home page.  Once you select ñGIVEò, you will be taken to a new 
page where you may donate through PayPal, using a debit  or credit 
card. OR, if you prefer, you may go directly to the PayPal site 
through the following link: 
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-

 

https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=9C43D8TLRQCLU&source=url
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xclick&hosted_button_id=9C43D8TLRQCLU&source=url 
   OR by scanning the QR code  
If you choose to give online, please be aware that 
St. Thomas does pay a fee for each transaction. 
Also, if you choose to donate securities, please 
contact the Treasurer, Jim Cobb, if you need the 
account number and transfer information.  It is 
important to notify us when the transaction is 
submitted to ensure our prompt attention to your 
donation! 

 

As always, we want to say ñThank You!ò        
Peace, Jim Cobb 
 
 

St. Thomas Library hours The church library will be open on 
Sundays after the 8 a.m. service, and again after the 10:30 service. 
Carol or a member of the Library Committee will be available to 
answer questions on Fridays from 10-12; after 12:00 our 
administrator Anne will be available until 4:00 to open the door for 
you. Call 408-736-4155 for access, or knock loudly! We request that 
you remember to wear your mask. 
 
 

Small Groups and Spiritual Formation Ministries 
 
 

 

St Thomas Stepping Stones Jail Ministry  Get proximate to 
the pain and you will make the deepest connection.  Join the St. 
Thomas Stepping Stone Jail ministry and get  proximate to those who 
are in need of community and love.  You can participate by becoming 
a pen-pal and/or visiting people in jail (requires special training).   
Marilyn Winans and Naveen Prasad are the liaison to this 
ministry.  Please request their contact information through the office. 
 

https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=9C43D8TLRQCLU&source=url
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Childrenôs Ministry  Pam Storrer is leading our childrenôs Sunday 
School.  Pastor Salying leads our youth ministry.   Please contact 
them through the church office or website:  www.stthomas-svale.org 
 
 

Companionship Ministry (formerly known as Senior Ministry) 
ñTo make a connection with those who are unable to attend services 
on a regular basis and to support those who have gone through a 
significant event.ò Contact Pastor Salying, or Carol Campbell. 
 
 

 Zooming in Menôs Spiritual Growth Group                                                   
Yes! Now you can be there in your pajamas (at least), and therefore 
sleep a bit longer. But on the other hand we can no longer advertise 
coffee + if you arrive a bit early.  We are now meeting weekly with a 
standard format, alternating between wondering what the scriptures 
might be leading us to personally on the 2nd and 4th Saturdays (9-10 
AM on your computer), and on the other Saturdays, a check-in and 
just for sanityôs sake (starting at 9 AM).  Our Zoom meetings are 
password protected so youôll need to connect with Chris Schmidt 
(randischris@gmail.com) if you are new to the group. We invite all 
men (even those not a part of St. Thomas) to join with us for 
fellowship and good discussion.  
 
 

St. Thomas offers English Language Classes.  A class for 
Chinese speakers meets most Fridays at 10:00am in the church.  A 
class for Japanese speakers meets Wednesdays at 12:45pm in the 
church.   

 
 

Craft Group The Craft Group continues meeting on the second and 
fourth Thursdays of the month from 1:00pm to 3:00pm in the library.   
The next meetings are October 23 & November 13.  Currently 
some of us are working on items for the upcoming Holiday Gift 
Fair on November 15 & 16. [see p. 27.]  Please join us with 
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Please see website  

www.stthomas-svale.org 

for additional week-to-week up-dates. 

whatever project you may be working on! 
 
 

Book Club The Book Club meets once a month via Zoom, usually 
the last Monday evening of the month, at 7pm. We are an open book 
club: All are welcome, whether you have read the book or not.  
Our next meeting will take place on Monday, October 27 when we 
meet to discuss A Tree Grows in Brooklyn  by Betty Smith. The 
classic coming-of-age story set in the 1900s follows the lives of 11-
year-old Francie Nolan, her younger brother Neely, and their parents,                                                                                                                              
Irish immigrants who have settled in the Williamsburg section of 
Brooklyn. 
Please contact this monthôs host, Carol C, through the website:  
www.stthomas-svale.org/contact     to request the Zoom link. 
 
 
 

 

 

http://www.stthomas-svale.org
http://www.stthomas-svale.org/contact
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Weekly Worship at St. Thomas  
 
 

 

Tuesdays, 5pm Centering Prayer  (Zoom only) 
 led by Pastor Salying 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89609758620  
Dial-in option: 1 669 900 9128  

meeting ID# 89609758620 
or scan the QR code 

 
 

 

Wednesdays, 12noon  Noonday Prayer 
For the Season of Creation, Sept 3-Oct 1, 
we will join the diocese for noonday prayer at 12pm.  
Here is the link to join worship:  
   https://tinyurl.com/5n7nnzb9 

 
 

 
 

Thursdays, 6:30pm  Intercessory Prayer Group on Zoom (only)  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82381715053?

pwd=UmN1QXZ4UjNWdWdZbmZFYk9Bd0VwQT09  

Meeting ID: 823 8171 5053      Passcode: 189002  
One tap mobile: 

+16699009128,,82381715053#,,,,*189002# US  
(San Jose) 

or scan the QR code 
 

 
 
 
 

 Sundays:           8am Holy Eucharist Rite I   in the church              

    and  10:30am Holy Eucharist Rite II in the church        
with simultaneous livestream on Zoom: :    
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82690025101 

 Dial-in option: 1 669 900 9128  ID: 826 9002 5101 
or scan the QR code 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89609758620
https://tinyurl.com/5n7nnzb9
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82381715053?pwd=UmN1QXZ4UjNWdWdZbmZFYk9Bd0VwQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82381715053?pwd=UmN1QXZ4UjNWdWdZbmZFYk9Bd0VwQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82690025101
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Welcome 
3ÔȢ 4ÈÏÍÁÓ΄ 0ÁÒÉÓÈ ÉÓ Á ÒÅÃÏÎÃÉÌÉÎÇȟ ÁÆУÉÒÍÉÎÇȟ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÃÌÕÓÉÖÅ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎ 
ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÓÔÒÉÖÉÎÇ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ×ÏÒÓÈÉÐȟ ÌÏÖÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅ ÔÏ ×ÅÌÃÏÍÅ ÁÌÌ 
ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÊÕÓÔ ÁÓ 'ÏÄ ÃÒÅÁÔÅÄ ÔÈÅÍȢ  .Ï ÍÁÔÔÅÒ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÏÎ ÙÏÕÒ ÊÏÕÒÎÅÙ 
ÏÆ ÆÁÉÔÈȟ ÁÎÄ ×ÈÅÔÈÅÒ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÓÉÎÇÌÅȟ ÍÁÒÒÉÅÄȟ ÄÉÖÏÒÃÅÄȟ ÓÅÐÁÒÁÔÅÄȟ ÏÒ 
ÐÁÒÔÎÅÒÅÄȟ ÏÕÒ ×ÅÌÃÏÍÅ ËÎÏ×Ó ÎÏ ÂÏÕÎÄÁÒÉÅÓ ÏÆ ÁÇÅȟ ÒÁÃÅȟ ÅÔÈÎÉÃÉÔÙȟ 
ÃÕÌÔÕÒÅȟ ÇÅÎÄÅÒ ÉÄÅÎÔÉÔÙ ÁÎÄ ÇÅÎÄÅÒ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎȟ ÓÅØÕÁÌ ÏÒÉÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎȟ 
ÅÃÏÎÏÍÉÃ ÃÏÎÄÉÔÉÏÎȟ ÐÈÙÓÉÃÁÌȟ ÏÒ ÍÅÎÔÁÌ ÁÂÉÌÉÔÙȢ  'ÏÄ ÄÅÌÉÇÈÔÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 
ÄÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ ÏÆ ÃÒÅÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÁÎÄ ÓÏ ÄÏ ×ÅȦ 

Parish Mission Statement 
 

St. Thomas is joyfully on the way!  

We are becoming whom Jesus calls us to be:  a spiritually-centered 

community dedicated to creating connections with God, each other, 

and our neighbors, so that we might walk together with love  

toward justice, compassion, and hope. 

Rector:  The Rev. Salying Wongééééé..pastorsalying@stthomas-svale.us     
Adjunct Priest:  The Rev. Barbara Stewart..ééééé.....................barbarastewart001@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Jim Cobbé.. éééééééééééé..ééééé.Finance@stthomas-svale.org 

Parish Administrator: Anne Bueltemanéééé éééééé.é.office@stthomas-svale.org 

Childrenôs Ministry Co-ordinator.: Pam Storreré..éééééé...family_ministry@stthomas-svale.org 

Library and Resource Center Coordinator: Carol Campbell é.........resourcecenter@stthomas-svale.org 

Music Director: Patricia Pietrzyk,ééééééééééé.............. patriciapietrzyk@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor: Anne Buelteman.ééééé...ééé...................office@stthomas-svale.org 

Accompanist (organ/piano): Benjamin Belew ééééééééé.. mephistoape@gmail.com  

Our Daily Bread (ODB) Coordinator: David Barnesééé...............408-736-4108, odb@stthomas-svale.org 

 

THE VESTRY OF ST. THOMAS EPISCOPAL CHURCH, SUNNYVALE 
 

Joe Gutierrez, Senior Warden  2025   2026   2027 
Emilee Wilhelm-Leen, Junior Warden Joe Gutierrez  Jeannie Battagin  Ann Kopischke 
     Pam Storrer         Naveen Raja  Eric Larkin 
      Ann Kopischke, Clerk  Emilee Wilhelm-Leen Tian Zhu  Charlie Mendoza 

      

DELEGATES TO CONVENTION 
 Mabel Cheng  Stephanie Daugherty        Susan Durham Powers      Aer van de Water  

      
 

       St. Thomas website: www.stthomas-svale.org 

 


