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Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost

August 31, 2025 Holy Eucharist Rite Il, 10:30am

Welcome to worship this morning.
We are so happy you are here today, in-person and online.

For those who have vulnerable health issues, our 10:30am services always
offers an option to worship from the safety of home. Please stay home if you

feel sick.

Families with Children

1here 1s a comfortable sitting area in the back of the sanctuary with toys and

books for children.

For those attending remotely, you may connect in either of two ways:

1. by computer or smartphone (video and audio):
You may access our ZOOM meeting on the following link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/;/82690025101
2. by telephone (audio only):
Dial +1 669 900 9128 Meeting ID: 826 9002 5101

When prompted for a participant number, touch the pound key (#) .
Please follow the usual procedures for muting and unmuting (*6') and raising
ahand (*9).  For the sake of audio clarity, your mic will be muted on entry.

Please note: Regarding joming us on Zoom, we welcome newcomers and
appreciate your on-time attendance. If you arrive more than 15 minutes
alter the service begins, our Zoom protocols may not permit your Joining
the service. Equally important, please be sure that vour zoom account ID
mcludes your first and last name. We look forward to seeing you.
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82690025101

Prelude

Opening Hymn Hymnal #637
How Firm A Foundation
All are mvited to sing along. Zoom participants, please stay muted
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1 How firm a foun - da-tion, ye saints of the Lord,
2 “Fear not, I am with thee, O be not dis - mayed!
3 “When through the deep wa -ters I call thee to oo,

4 “When through fier—y tri - als thy path-way shall lie,
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1 What niore can he

2 I’ll strength-en thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand.
3 for

4 the

I will be

say than to

A\1VJ ‘i }' | ] i %

a . | —
5 soul to shake, no,

7?‘—’ o ; :

A\1V. % { J t ‘1 : f [#]

o T T % Fr T

vou he hath said,

with thee, thy trou-bles to bless,
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Words: K. in John Rippon's Selection, 1787, alt.
Music: Lyons, att. Johann Michael Haydn (1737-1806); desc. Lois Fyfe (b. 1927)
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Greeting

Celebrant:  Blessed be God: most holy, glorious, and undivided

Trinity.

People: And blessed be God’s reign, now and for ever.

Collect for Purity

spoken 1 unison

All: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires
known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.

Amen.
Gloria WLP #900
Please join in singing
the Gloria. Py 4 .
Zoom participants | , ~
please stay muted @ ,._,_,.__q-il""‘ o
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Collect for the Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost Proper 17

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.

People:

And also with you.

Celebrant: Let us pray.

Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all
good things: Graft in our hearts the love of your Name;
increase in us true religion; nourish us with all goodness;
and bring forth in us the fruit of good works; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. Amen.



The First Lesson Jeremiah 2:4-13

Hear the word of the Lord, O house of Jacob, and all the families
of the house of Israel. Thus says the Lord:
What wrong did your ancestors find in me
that they went far from me,
and went after worthless things, and became worthless
themselves?
They did not say, "Where 1s the Lord
who brought us up from the land of Egypt,
who led us 1n the wilderness,
in a land of deserts and pits,
in a land of drought and deep darkness,
in a land that no one passes through,
where no one lives?"
I brought you into a plentiful land
to eat its fruits and its good things.
But when you entered you defiled my land,
and made my heritage an abomination.
The priests did not say, "Where is the Lord?"
Those who handle the law did not know me;
the rulers transgressed against me;
the prophets prophesied by Baal,
and went after things that do not profit.
Therefore once more I accuse you, says the Lord,
and I accuse your children's children.
Cross to the coasts of Cyprus and look,
send to Kedar and examine with care;
see if there has ever been such a thing.
Has a nation changed its gods,
even though they are no gods?
But my people have changed their glory
for something that does not profit.
Be appalled, O heavens, at this,
be shocked, be utterly desolate,
says the Lord,



for my people have committed two evils:
they have forsaken me,
the fountain of living water,
and dug out cisterns for themselves,
cracked cisterns
That can hold no water.

Lector: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the churches.
People: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 81:1, 10-16 ELV

1he congregation speaks the boldface response.
Zoom participants please stay muted.

Sing with joy to God our strength *
and raise a loud shout to the God of Jacob.

I am the Lord your God,
who brought you out of the land of Egypt and said, *
"Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it."

And yet my people did not hear my voice, *
and Israel would not obey me.

So I gave them over to the stubbornness of their hearts, *
to follow their own devices.

Oh, that my people would listen to me! *
that Israel would walk in my ways!

I should soon subdue their enemies *
and turn my hand against their foes.

Those who hate the Lord would cringe before me, *
and their punishment would last for ever.

But Israel would I feed with the finest wheat *
and satisfy them with honey from the rock.
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The Epistle Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16

Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to
strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels without
knowing it. Remember those who are in prison, as though you were in
prison with them; those who are being tortured, as though you
yourselves were being tortured. Let marriage be held in honor by all,
and let the marriage bed be kept undefiled; for God will judge
fornicators and adulterers. Keep your lives free from the love of
money, and be content with what you have; for he has said, "I will
never leave you or forsake you." So we can say with confidence,

"The Lord is my helper;
[ will not be afraid.
What can anyone do to me?"

Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to
you; consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith.
Jesus Christ 1s the same yesterday and today and forever.

Through him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to
God, that 1s, the fruit of lips that confess his name. Do not neglect to

do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to
God.

Lector: Hear what the Spirit 1s saying to the churches.
People: Thanks be to God.

Gradual Hymn Hymnal #605
What Does the Lord Require

All are invited to sing along. Zoom participants, please stay muted.
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1 What does the Lord re - quire for praise and  of - fer-ing?
2 Ru-lers of earth, give ear! Should you not  jus - tice show?
3 Still downthe a - ges ring the pro- phet’sstern com-mands.

4 How shall my soul ful - fill God’s law so  hard and high?
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Do just- ly; love mer - cy; walk hum-bly with your God.
Do just- ly; love mer - cy; walk hum-bly with your God.
Do just- ly; love mer - cy; walk hum-bly with your God.
Then just- ly; in  mer - cy; we’ll (hum-bly walk with God.)
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hum - bly walk with God.

Words: Albert F. Bayly (b. 1901), alt.
Music: Sharpthorne, Erik Routley (1917-1982) 66. 66. 33. 6

Music: Copyright © 1969 by Hope Publishing Company. All Rights Reserved. Used by Permission.

The Gospel: Luke 14:1, 7-14

Gospeler: The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Luke.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader
of the Pharisees to eat a meal on the sabbath, they were watching him
closely.

When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he
told them a parable. "When you are invited by someone to a wedding
banquet, do not sit down at the place of honor, in case someone more

distinguished than you has been invited by your host; and the host
11



who vited both of you may come and say to you, 'Give this person
your place,' and then in disgrace you would start to take the lowest
place. But when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest place,
so that when your host comes, he may say to you, "Friend, move up
higher'; then you will be honored 1n the presence of all who sit at the
table with you. For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and
those who humble themselves will be exalted."

He said also to the one who had invited him, "When you give a
luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers or
your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may invite you in return,
and you would be repaid. But when you give a banquet, invite the
poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. And you will be blessed,
because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the
resurrection of the righteous."

Gospeler: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you Lord Christ.

Sermon

1he sermon 1s followed by a period of silence for meditation.

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,

The Nicene Creed
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God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People Form Il

Leader: Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
People: That we all may be one.

Leader: Grant that every member of the Church may truly and
humbly serve you;
13



People:

Leader:
People:

Leader:

People:

Leader:
People:

Leader:

People:

Leader:
People:

Leader:
People:

Leader:

That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and
Sacraments.

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations
of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will 1n all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or
trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.

Give to the departed eternal rest;
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.

1he people may add additional petitions.

All speak the following collect.

Collect for the Feast of Labor

All-loving God, you have so linked our lives one with
another that all we do affects, for good or ill, all other lives:
So guide us in our labor and leisure that it may be for the
common good of all Creation; and, as we seek the proper
share for all, make us supportive of the rightful needs of all
creatures who live and love on this earth; through Jesus the
Wisdom of Creation, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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The celebrant adds a concluding collect.
Celebrant:  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

The Confession

All: Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Absolution

Celebrant:  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your
sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you
in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace

Celebrant: The peace of Christ be always with you.
People:  And also with you.

1he people and the ministers greet one another.

Birthdays and Anniversaries

Announcements
15
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Offertory sentence

Offertory anthem Benjamin Belew

Blowing Horns
Benjamin Belew, piano

Celebrant:  All things come of you, O Lord.
People: And of your own have we given you.

Sursum Corda Eucharistic Prayer C

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Celebrant:  God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy
of glory and praise.
People: Glory to you for ever and ever.

Celebrant: At your command all things came to be: the vast
expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets
in their courses, and this fragile earth, our 1sland home.

People: By your will they were created and have their being.

Celebrant:  From the primal elements you brought forth the human
race, and blessed us with memory, reason, and skill.
You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned
against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned
against one another.
People: Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.
16



Celebrant:

People:

Celebrant;

Sanctus

Again and again, you called us to return. Through
prophets and sages you revealed your righteous Law.
And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born
of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way
of freedom and peace.

By his blood, he reconciled us.

By his wounds, we are healed.

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly
chorus, with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with all
those 1n every generation who have looked to you in
hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their
unending hymn:

Hymnal S-129

All are mvited to sing along, Zoom attendees please stay muted.
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Setting: American folk melody; arr. Marcia Pruner;
harm. Annabel Morris Buchanan (1889-1983)
© Church Pension Fund : -~

Celebrant:

And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new
people by water and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus
Christ our Lord.

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke
the bread, and gave it to his friends, and said, "Take, eat: This is my

18



Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, "Drink
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed
for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink
it, do this for the remembrance of me."

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this
sacrifice of thanksgiving,

People: We celebrate his death and resurrection,
as we await the day of his coming.

Celebrant:

Lord God of our Fathers: God of Abraham, Ishmael, Isaac, and Jacob;
Lord God of our Mothers: God of Hagar, Sarah, Rebecca, and Rachel;
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your
hand at work 1n the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption
of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for
pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy
Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may
worthily serve the world in his name.

People: Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.

Celebrant:

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our
great High Priest, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your
Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to
generation.

Celebrant and People: AMEN.

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray
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The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

The Fraction Anthem

Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Celebrant:  The gifts of God for the people of God.

The Communion
Everyone 1s invited to come to the altar railing during Communion.

You may stand or kneel at the altar rail, as yvou are able.

1The wine will be served in the chalice and m the small cups. The chalice will
precede the cups. fyou do not reach for the chalice, it will pass and the cups
will follow. (Please place the empty cup on one of the trays near the aisles.)
Please, do not dip the bread in the wine.

1If you do not wish to receive communion, you may receive a blessing:
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please cross your arms over your chest as a sign that you wish to be
blessed.

o Gluten free bread 1s available upon asking

Communion Hymn Hymnal #316

See next page

This Is the Hour of Banquet and of Song
Please join in singing the hymn. Zoom participants stay muted.
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still art here with wus— our Shield and Sun.
Lamb’s great mar - riage feast of bliss and love.

Words: Horatius Bonar (1808-1889), alt.

Music: Canticum refectionis, David McKinley Williams (1887-1978) 10 10. 10 10
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Post-Communion Prayer Please stand.

Celebrant and People:
Almighty and everliving God,
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries
that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.
And now, Father, send us out
to do the work you have given us to do,
to love and serve you
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The Blessing

Closing Hymn Hymnal #527
Singing Songs of Expectation

Zoom participants are mvited to sing along. Please stay muted
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might-y  Fa- ther reignsin__ love_for - ev - er-more.

Dismissal

People:

Postlude

Go 1n peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Serving today

Members of the St. Thomas Altar Guild

Celebrant: The Rev. Barbara Stewart
Preacher: The Rev. Salying Wong
Eucharistic Minister: Naveen Prasad
Lectors: Lou Poulain, Abby O’Connell
Greeters: MaryJane Johnson,
Stephanie Daugherty, Pat Turnbull

Members of the St. Thomas Choir
Patricia Pietrzyk, music director
Benjamin Belew, accompanist

Tech team: Eric Larkin
Zoom host: Fulvia Govetto

Introductions to Lectionary readings from sundaysandseasons.com
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost Year C - proper 17 track 1

Jeremiah 2:4-13

The second semicontinuous reading of Jeremiah 2:4-13, is the first of
Jeremiah’s oracles, conveying God’s judgment on the people, even
the priests, for their transgressions and apostasy. The oracle imagines
that God 1s accusing the people of Jacob and Israel in the court of the
heavenly council. Baal is the primary male deity of the Canaanites.
Cyprus signifies the west, Kedar the east. The passage has metaphors
from economics: worth, worthlessness, profit. In an example of
poetic excellence, Jeremiah proclaims that God is the fountain of
living water, but the people have chosen instead cracked cisterns.
Christians have seen in passages like this a stark depiction of the
human refusal to live faithful to God’s call, a condemnation of the
human practice of valuing what 1s worthless.

Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16

Using the outline of most epistles, the author of Hebrews, with the
argument of the book completed, concludes the work with practical
ethical commands. The injunctions suggest that the recipients of this

essay are holding meals and being persecuted. The primary theme
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throughout this book, that Christ has replaced the temple sacrifices,
1s summarized in the call to offer sacrifices of praise through Christ,
to do good, and to share with others. The reference to “entertaining
angels” recalls Abraham’s hospitality to the three visitors (Gen. 18:1
-5). The quote from Psalm 118:6 reminds us that early Christians
prayed the psalms.

Luke 14:1, 7-14
That once again Luke situates a narrative about Jesus at a meal
suggests the importance of the meal gathering for his readers. Jesus’
call for generous hospitality to those who cannot reciprocate is
found only in Luke and suggests that the evangelist, who assumes
that some Christians are wealthy, urges that they will welcome the
poor at their meals. The final sentence expresses the Jewish belief
that one reason for the final resurrection was as reward to righteous
people who died before God’s final judgment.

s

—

Today in the Parish

The Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God by Marilyn
Winans, in loving memory of Stuart.

Coffee hour today will be in Cowans Hall.

New Parish Directory A new parish directory is available on the
table at the back of the church. You may also request an emailed
PDF file copy through the office at office(@stthomas-svale.us.
Please be assured that we do not share any information outside
the parish.

Nametags are appreciated by newcomers and others, too. You are
welcome to write your name on one of the blanks available at the
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table at the back of the church OR bring your own from the glove
compartment in your car or wherever you may stash them.

Uncoming/continuing Events

Silicon Valley Pride Festival continues today in Cesar Chavez
Park in San Jose. The past 3 years St Thomas has been mmvolved with
the Interfaith booth at the Pride Festival, which 1s hosted by a group
of perhaps 20+ different LGBTQ+ welcoming congregations across
faiths 1n the south bay area. Our goal is to communicate that faith
and queerness are not incompatible and offer a list of welcoming faith
communities. There is also a kids corner with activities and stickers
and an ofrenda. Come drop by and join us!

Season of Creation: celebrating our kinship with all creation

PEACE
WITH CREATION

SEASON OF CREATION 2025

Garden of Peace
Isaiah 32:14-18

The Season of Creation begins next Sunday, September 7! As part of
the beginning of the Season of Creation, you are invited to bring in
any of the harvest of your garden to share for a special blessing. You
may distribute your harvest in the hall during coffee hour.

The Season of Creation is an ecumenical movement in which
Christians around the world take time out to ponder God’s beloved
creation and our roles and relationships within it. It will be from
September 7 to October 11.
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Here are some highlights to look forward to:

. Special music and a sermon series on this theme for the Sundays.

. In lieu of the regular Wednesday service, we will join the diocese
for noonday prayer at 12pm, focussing on this theme from Sept. 3
to Oct. 1. Here is the link to join worship:

https://tinyurl.com/Sn7nnzb9

« You can sign up for Daily Devotions which will highlight different
keystone species in their newly-designated Province One
EcoRegion. Each email will include a photo, a brief description of
the species for the day, a few thoughts on how the species reflects
our image of God, and a closing prayer. Sign up for this daily
devotion here.

. An outdoor and in-person only animal and garden blessing on the
Alpha-Omega patio on the Sunday after the Feast of St. Francis and
St. Clare, Oct. 5.

. The Season will culminate in a local birding expedition led by Pr.
Salying and Andrew on Oct. 11.

Livable Sunnyvale Livable Sunnyvale W

promotes a livable, sustainable city with 2\ Livable
affordable housing and transportation solutions AL
for all members of our community through

education, outreach and advocacy. 1160 Kern Avenue
General meeting September 3, 2025 Sunnyvale, CA. 94085
At our general meeting next month we .
will be talking about tenant protections Scan QR Code to join
with Emily Ann Ramos, Vice Mayor for on Zoom

the City of Mountain View and a Tenant EPEE
Protection and Empowerment Associate at SRR aE,
SV@Home. To connect on Zoom see the =

QR code on the next page. (=]

Here’s an interesting article....
https://siliconvalleyathome.org/tenant-protections-in-the-housing-
element-anti-displacement-policies-to-affirmatively-further-fair-
housing-afth/ 27
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See Angela Rausch with questions.

QED Lunch and Discussion Group:
QED (Queer Episcopal Discussions) meets the first Sunday
of each month following the 10:30 service in the St.
Thomas library. All are welcome to explore an LGBTQ+
perspective on faith and the Christian experience in an open
and affirming environment. It is our intention to create a safe,
inclusive, Spirit-led sacred space where all identities are celebrated
and beloved. Better understanding leads to a closer relationship with
ourselves, each other, and with God.
The next gathering will be Sunday September 7: Shvetu Suri will
lead a discussion on prominent queer Christian people. If you like you
can bring a snack to share or a sandwich for yourself.
For questions or to get involved, please talk to Aer or email them
at arikevdw@hotmail.com

Of interest - Author Event: American Teenager
The Wesley United Methodist Church of San Jose presents award-
winning journalist and author Nico Lang in conversation with Pastor
John Oda about Lang’s book American Teenager, a vivid and moving
portrait of trans and nonbinary teenagers across the country, following
their daily triumphs, struggles, and all that encompasses growing up
trans in America today.

Monday September 8 at 6:30pm
Wesley United Methodist Church, 566 N. First St. San Jose, CA
Presented in partnership with PFLAG SanJose/Peninsula and the
Reconciling Ministries Network

Agape Circle is the parish potluck gathering for food, fellowship
and fun. These engagements usually happen on a Friday evening with
an activity. The next circle is scheduled for Friday, September 12 at
6:30 in Cowans Hall. (This is a change from September 5.) In
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September, the activity 1s “Show and Tell What You Love, But
Nobody Else Would Want.”

Next Vestry Meeting will be Tuesday, September 16 at 7PM.

Looking Ahead

September 7-October 11 Season of Creation

Friday, September 12 Agape Circle

Sunday, October 5 Animal Blessing Day

Saturday, October 11 St. Thomas Birding event

Sunday, October 26 Stewardship Sunday

Saturday, November 1 Diocesan Convention
General Announcements

Peace and Justice

Would you like to be involved in the activities of

the Peace and Justice Committee? We have been
working for a long time with PACT (People Acting in
Community Together), an interfaith community
organizing group of 22 congregations, to support the
interests of vulnerable members of our community.
PACT 1s conducting efforts to support immigrant
rights, enhance public safety by ensuring proper police training,
promote access to health services, and support affordable housing.

Two activities to highlight:

. Emergency Response Rooms - local community-organized
groups are nearly the only way food and aid are still being
distributed in Sudan. Sudan is facing famine, civil war, and now a
cholera outbreak. Mutual Aid Sudan distributes funding to
these Emergency Response Rooms.

. Rapid Response Network Training (RRN)- 408-290-1144 The
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RRN in Santa Clara County is a community defense project
developed to protect immigrant families from deportation threats
and to provide accompaniment support during and after a
community member’s arrest or detention.

The RRN wants to find volunteers to accompany immigrants to
court and around the community. Would you be interested in
volunteering in this way?

If you are interested in these activities , please contact Lana
Sheridan at peaceandjustice@stthomas-svale.us. Join the email list
to get notifications of a variety of ways you can participate in peace
and justice work. General questions may be directed to Cal
Cornwell and Lana Sheridan.

Let’s see what we can do together to stand up for our neighbors!

From the Archives Committee

In keeping with the theme of this year’s Summer

Reading Program, the Archives display case 1s featuring the history
of the St. Thomas Library. The library was originated in 1979 by
Carol Campbell at the request of Reverend Bill Cowanes.

One of the most interesting treasures in the library 1s the Summa
Theologia written by St. Thomas Aquinas(1225-1274). The Summa
Theologia was dedicated to the library by Julia and Dick DeLisser
in 1982.

The library also collects adult and children’s books and stocks the
Little Free Library. Many of our neighbors take the books and also
stock the LFL.

In coordination with Carol Campbell the St. Thomas Book Club
books are selected by the members and supplied for their

monthly meetings.

We encourage everyone to visit our amazing library.

Thanksgiving and Memorial Donations to Altar Guild
Our altar guild appreciates your support in making our space holy

and beautiful. You can make a donation for fresh flowers on a
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designated date or a general donation for supplies, like communion
wine and bread and oil for the candles. You can make this donation
online or by check, with “altar guild” on the memo line. If
applicable, please also include (1) the date for the commemoration
and (2) the person or occasion to be commemorated.

Pledges, Offerings & Donations
Your pledges and other donations may always be mailed to the church
office and marked to the attention of the Treasurer.
When donating by check, please make the check payable to “St.
Thomas Episcopal Church”.
We encourage you to mail in your pledges and offerings to the church
or use our online donation option, described below.
Online Giving Please look for the “GIVE” option
on the main menu bar on the St. Thomas website.
It 1s located on the upper right side of the home
page. Once you select “GIVE”, you will be taken
to a new page where you may donate through
PayPal, using a debit or credit card. OR, if you
prefer, you may go directly to the PayPal site
through the following link:
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-
xclick&hosted_button_1d=9C43DS8TLRQCLU&source=url

OR by scanning the QR code
If you choose to give online, please be aware that St. Thomas does
pay a fee for each transaction.
Also, 1f you choose to donate securities, please contact the Treasurer,
Jim Cobb, if you need the account number and transfer
information. It is important to notify us when the transaction is
submitted to ensure our prompt attention to your donation!

As always, we want to say “Thank You!”
Peace, Jim Cobb
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St. Thomas Library hours The church library will be open on
Sundays after the 8 a.m. service, and again after the 10:30 service.
Carol or a member of the Library Committee will be available to
answer questions on Fridays from 10-12; after 12:00 our
administrator Anne will be available until 4:00 to open the door for
you. Call 408-736-4155 for access, or knock loudly! We request that
you remember to wear your mask.

St Thomas Stepping Stones Jail Ministry

Get proximate to the pain and you will make the deepest

connection. Join the St. Thomas Stepping Stone Jail ministry and get
proximate to those who are in need of community and love. You can
participate by becoming a pen-pal and/or visiting people 1n jail
(requires special training).

Marilyn Winans and Naveen Prasad are the liaison to this

ministry. Please request their contact information through the office.

Children’s Ministry Pam Storrer is leading our children’s Sunday
School. Pastor Salying leads our youth ministry. Please contact
them through the church office or website: www.stthomas-svale.org

Companionship Ministry (formerly known as Senior Ministry)
“To make a connection with those who are unable to attend services
on a regular basis and to support those who have gone through a
significant event.” Contact Pastor Salying, or Carol Campbell.

Zooming in Men’s Spiritual Growth Group

Yes! Now you can be there in your pajamas (at least), and therefore
sleep a bit longer. But on the other hand we can no longer advertise
coffee + if you arrive a bit early. We are now meeting weekly with a
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standard format, alternating between wondering what the scriptures
might be leading us to personally on the 2nd and 4th Saturdays (9-10
AM on your computer), and on the other Saturdays, a check-in and
just for sanity’s sake (starting at 9 AM). Our Zoom meetings are
password protected so you’ll need to connect with Chris Schmidt
(randischris@gmail.com) if you are new to the group. We invite all
men (even those not a part of St. Thomas) to join with us for
fellowship and good discussion.

St. Thomas offers English Language Classes.

A class for Chinese speakers meets most Fridays at 10:00am in the
church. A class for Japanese speakers meets Wednesdays at 12:45pm
in the church. The Friday class resumes September 5.

Craft Group The Craft Group continues meeting on the second and
fourth Thursdays of the month from 1:00pm to 3:00pm in the library.
The next meetings are September 11 and September 25. Currently
some of us are working on items for the upcoming Holiday Gift Fair
on November 14 & 15. Please join us with what ever project you may
be working on!

Book Club The Book Club meets once a month via Zoom, usually
the last Monday evening of the month, at 7pm. We are an open book
club: All are welcome, whether you have read the book or not.

Our next meeting will take place on Monday, September 29 when
we meet to discuss Never Forget Our People Were Always Free by
Ben Jealous. The son of parents who had to leave Maryland because
their cross-racial marriage was illegal, Ben Jealous’ lively, courageous
and empathetic storytelling calls on every American to look past
deeply-cut divisions and recognize we are all in the same boat now.
Thebook features intimate glimpses of political, and faith leaders as
different as Jack Kemp, Stacey Abrams, and the late Archbishop
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Desmond Tutu and heroes as unlikely as a retired constable, a female
pirate from Madagascar, a long lost Irishman, a death row inmate,
and a man with a confederate flag over his heart, and offers readers
hope that America’s oldest wounds can heal and her oldest divisions
be overcome.

Please contact the host, Dorothy F, through the website:
www.stthomas-svale.org/contact to request the Zoom link.

Please see website
www. stthomas-svale.orq
for additional week-to-week up-dates.
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Weekly Worship at St. Thomas

Tuesdays, Spm Centering Prayer (Zoom only)
led by Pastor Salying
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89609758620
Dial-1n option: 1 669 900 9128
meeting ID# 89609758620
or scan the QR code

@@ Wednesdays, 12noon Noonday Prayer
Ll EIEe TN For the Season of Creation, Sept 3-Oct 1,
f we will join the diocese for noonday prayer at 12pm.
gl B Here 18 the link to join worship:

@ https://tinvurl.com/5n7nnzb9

Thursdays, 6:30pm Intercessory Prayer Group on Zoom (only)
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82381715053?
pwd=UmN10QXZ4UiNWdWdZbmZFYk9Bd0VwOQT09
Meeting ID: 823 8171 5053  Passcode: 189002
One tap mobile: il B,
+16699009128,,82381715053#,,,,*189002# US T L

(San Jose)
or scan the QR code i -

Sundays: 8am Holy Eucharist Rite I in the church
and 10:30am Holy Eucharist Rite II in the church

with simultaneous livestream on Zoom: :

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82690025101

Dial-in option: 1 669 900 9128 ID: 826 9002 5101
or scan the QR code
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Welcome

St. Thomas' Parish is a reconciling, affirming, and inclusive Christian
community striving through worship, love, and service to welcome all
people just as God created them. No matter where you are on your journey

of faith, and whether you are single, married, divorced, separated, or
partnered, our welcome knows no boundaries of age, race, ethnicity,
culture, gender identity and gender expression, sexual orientation,
economic condition, physical, or mental ability. God delights in the
diversity of creation, and so do we!
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Parish Mission Statement X

St. Thomas 1s joyfully on the way! %

We are becoming whom Jesus calls us to be: a spiritually-centered %
community dedicated to creating connections with God, each other, X
and our neighbors, so that we might walk together with love %
toward justice, compassion, and hope. 12

X
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Rector: The Rev. Salying Wong................. pastorsalying@stthomas-svale.us
Adjunct Priest: The Rev. Barbara Stewart......................................barbarastewart00 1 @gmail.com
Treasurer: Jim Cobb..... ... Finance@stthomas-svale.org

Parish Administrator: Anne Buelteman............ ....................... office@stthomas-svale.org

Children’s Ministry Co-ordinator.: Pam Storrer.......................... family ministry@stthomas-svale.org
Library and Resource Center Coordinator: Carol Campbell ............ resourcecenter@stthomas-svale.org
Music Director: Patricia Pietrzyk,............................. o ieeene... patriciapietrzyk@gmail.com
Newsletter Editor: Anne Buelteman...............................................0ffice@stthomas-svale.org
Accompanist (organ/piano): Benjamin Belew ............................ mephistoape@gmail.com

Our Daily Bread (ODB) Coordinator: David Barnes........................408-736-4108, odb@stthomas-svale.org

THE VESTRY OF ST. THOMAS EPISCOPAL CHURCH, SUNNYVALE

Joe Gutierrez, Senior Warden 2025 2026 2027
Emilee Wilhelm-Leen, Junior Warden Joe Gutierrez Jeannie Battagin Ann Kopischke
Pam Storrer Naveen Raja Eric Larkin
Ann Kopischke, Clerk Emilee Wilhelm-Leen Tian Zhu Charlie Mendoza

DELEGATES TO CONVENTION
Mabel Cheng Stephanie Daugherty Susan Durham Powers ~ Aer van de Water

St. Thomas website: www.stthomas-svale.org
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