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Palm Sunday 

 

April 13, 2025                     Holy Eucharist Rite II, 10:30am 

 

Welcome to worship this morning. 
We are so happy you are here today, in-person and online. 

 
 

For those who have vulnerable health issues, our 10:30am services always 
offers an option to worship from the safety of home.  Please stay home if you 
feel sick.   
 

For those attending remotely, you may connect in either of two ways: 
 

1.  by computer or smartphone (video and audio): 
You may access our ZOOM meeting on the following link:                                                           

     https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82690025101  

2. by telephone (audio only):                                                                                                      
Dial +1 669 900 9128        Meeting ID: 826 9002 5101 

 

When prompted for a participant number, touch the pound key ( # ) . 
Please follow the usual procedures for muting and unmuting (*6 )  and raising 
a hand (*9 ).      For the sake of audio clarity, your mic will be muted on entry.  
 

 

 Please note:  Regarding joining us on Zoom, we welcome newcomers and 
 appreciate your on-time attendance.  If you arrive more than 15 minutes 
 after the service begins, our Zoom protocols may not permit your joining 
 the service.  Equally important, please be sure that your zoom account ID 
 includes your first  and last name.  We look forward to seeing you. 

Welcome to Holy Week! Holy Week is high drama and, in keeping with 

the character of the week, we begin it with a palm procession. It is theater on 
the move, and Jesus acts out a parody of the power and violence of Rome. 
The liturgy committee decided to separate this palm procession from the 
narrative of the passion to help us understand that what's going on here isn't 
prelude. It is the culmination of the Gospel of Jesus Christ: the unmasking of  

 
 

  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82690025101
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Please take a palm and find your seat.   

 

Prelude 
Bell tolls. 

 

All stand. 
 

Greeting 
 

Celebrant:   Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord. 
People:       Peace in heaven and glory in the highest. 
 

Celebrant:   Assist us mercifully with your help, O Lord God of our 
       salvation, that we may enter with joy upon the  
       Contemplation of those mighty acts, whereby you have 
       given us life and immortality; through Jesus Christ our  
        Lord. Amen. 
 

 

The Blessing of the Palms 
 

Celebrant:    The Lord be with you. 
People:       And also with you. 

 
 

the lie of redemptive violence and the offer of freedom from our addiction to 
it. Palm Sunday spins the throughline that links this day to the meaning of the 
crucifixion and the resurrection. But in order to perceive it, you must pay 
close attention, not only to the drama unfolding before you, but to your own 
heart: what you are willing to see and to surrender so that you might really 
see? 
 

The liturgy committee is providing for you a Holy Week kit that will walk with 
you through each day of Holy Week. In it, you will find a votive candle, a 
palm cross, a set of poems and a meditation pamphlet helping you to consider 
each day. Please pick one up on the way out of the service. Also, please return 
for all the other services, particularly, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Holy 
Saturday and Easter Sunday. (See the announcements for times.) 
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Celebrant:    Let us give thanks to the Lord. 
People:        It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

         It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of  
   love by which you have redeemed us through your Son 
   Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he entered the holy 
   city of Jerusalem in triumph, and was proclaimed as  
   King of kings by those who spread their garments and 
   branches of palm along his way. Let these branches be 
   for us signs of his victory, and grant that we  who bear 
   them in his name may ever hail him as our King, and  
   follow him in the way that leads to eternal life; who  
   lives and reigns in glory with you and the Holy Spirit, 
   now and for ever. Amen. 
 

 

The Procession 

Celebrant:   Let us go forth in peace.  
People:       In the name of Christ.  Amen. 
 

 

The choir, children, and altar party processes around the chancel. 
 

 

 

Opening Hymn                                                        Hymnal #154 
All Glory, Laud, and Honor 

 

Please join in singing the hymn.  Zoom participants stay muted. 

 

continued next page 
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Salutation 
 

 

 

 

 

           5 continued next page 
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The Collect for Palm Sunday  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Almighty and everliving God, in your tender love 
for the human race you sent your Son our Savior 
Jesus Christ to take upon him our nature, and to 
suffer death upon the cross, giving us the example 
of his great humility: Mercifully grant that we may 
walk in the way of his suffering, and also share in 
his resurrection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever.  

 
All: 
 
 
 
 
 

         

A - men. 
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The First Lesson          Isaiah 50:4-9a 
 

The Lord GOD has given me  
 the tongue of a teacher,  
that I may know how to sustain  
 the weary with a word.  
Morning by morning he wakens--  
 wakens my ear  
 to listen as those who are taught.  
The Lord GOD has opened my ear,  
 and I was not rebellious,  
 I did not turn backward.  
I gave my back to those who struck me,  
 and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;  
I did not hide my face  
 from insult and spitting.  
The Lord GOD helps me;  
 therefore I have not been disgraced;  
therefore I have set my face like flint,  
 and I know that I shall not be put to shame;  
 he who vindicates me is near.  
Who will contend with me?  
 Let us stand up together.  
Who are my adversaries?  
 Let them confront me.  
It is the Lord GOD who helps me;  
 who will declare me guilty?  

 

Lector:     Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Churches. 
People:    Thanks be to God. 
 
 

 
 

Psalm 118: 1-2, 19-29                                                
 

The cantor will lead the Psalm.  The congregation may join in singing the refrain. 

Zoom participants, please stay muted/ 
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Give thanks to the Lord, who is good; * 
whose mercy endures for ever.  
 

Let Israel now proclaim, * 
"The mercy of the Lord endures for ever."   Refrain   

Open for me the gates of righteousness; * 
I will enter them; 
I will offer thanks to the Lord. 
 

"This is the gate of the Lord; * 
those who are righteous may enter."   Refrain   

I 

will give thanks to you, for you answered me * 
and have become my salvation. 
 

The same stone which the builders rejected * 
has become the chief cornerstone. 
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This is the Lord's doing, * 
and it is marvelous in our eyes.    Refrain   

 

On this day the Lord has acted; * 
we will rejoice and be glad in it. 
 

Hosannah, Lord, hosannah! * 
Lord, send us now success.    Refrain   

 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord; * 
we bless you from the house of the Lord. 
 

God is the Lord; who has shined upon us; * 
form a procession with branches up to the horns of the altar.  Refrain   

 

"You are my God, and I will thank you; * 
you are my God, and I will exalt you." 
 

Give thanks to the Lord, who is good; * 
whose mercy endures for ever.   Refrain    (as above) 
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The Epistle:              Philippians 2:5-11 
 

 Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,  
who, though he was in the form of God,  
 did not regard equality with God  
 as something to be exploited,  
but emptied himself,  
 taking the form of a slave,  
 being born in human likeness.  
And being found in human form,  
 he humbled himself  
 and became obedient to the point of death--  
 even death on a cross.  
Therefore God also highly exalted him  
 and gave him the name  
 that is above every name,  
so that at the name of Jesus  
 every knee should bend,  
 in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  
and every tongue should confess  
 that Jesus Christ is Lord,  
 to the glory of God the Father.  

 

Lector:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Churches. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 

Gradual Hymn                                                        Hymnal #439 
What Wondrous Love Is This? 

 

continued next page 

       

Please join in singing the hymn.  Zoom participants stay muted. 
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The Gospel:         Luke 19:28-40 
 

Gospeler:  The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ  
                                                                      according to Luke. 
People:   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

 After telling a parable to the crowd at Jericho, Jesus went on 
ahead, going up to Jerusalem. When he had come near Bethphage 
and Bethany, at the place called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of 
the disciples, saying, "Go into the village ahead of you, and as you 
enter it you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden. 
Untie it and bring it here. If anyone asks you, 'Why are you untying 
it?' just say this, 'The Lord needs it.'" So those who were sent 
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departed and found it as he had told them. As they were untying the 
colt, its owners asked them, "Why are you untying the colt?" They 
said, "The Lord needs it." Then they brought it to Jesus; and after 
throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. As he rode along, 
people kept spreading their cloaks on the road. As he was now 
approaching the path down from the Mount of Olives, the whole 
multitude of the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud 
voice for all the deeds of power that they had seen, saying, 
  "Blessed is the king 
  who comes in the name of the Lord! 
  Peace in heaven, 
  and glory in the highest heaven!" 
 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, "Teacher, order 
your disciples to stop." He answered, "I tell you, if these were silent, 
the stones would shout out." 
 As he came near and saw the city, he wept over it, saying, “If you, 
even you, had only recognized on this day the things that make for 
peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes. Indeed, the days will 
come upon you when your enemies will set up ramparts around you 
and surround you and hem you in on every side. They will crush you 
to the ground, you and your children within you, and they will not 
leave within you one stone upon another, because you did not 
recognize the time of your visitation from God.” 
 

Gospeler: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People:    Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 
 

Sermon 
The sermon is followed by a period of silence for meditation. 
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The Nicene Creed             

We believe in one God, 
     the Father, the Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth, 
     of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
     the only Son of God, 
     eternally begotten of the Father, 
     God from God, Light from Light, 
     true God from true God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     of one Being with the Father. 
     Through him all things were made. 
     For us and for our salvation 
         he came down from heaven: 
     by the power of the Holy Spirit 
         he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
         and was made man. 
     For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
         he suffered death and was buried. 
         On the third day he rose again 
              in accordance with the Scriptures; 
         he ascended into heaven 
              and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
       He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
               and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
         who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
         With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and  glorified. 
     He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
     We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
     We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
               and the life of the world to come.  Amen.  
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Palm Sunday Prayers of the People         by the Rev. Salying Wong 
 

Celebrant:  On this day, Jesus rode into the capital city of Jerusalem 
   not  on a stallion as the earthly rulers would, but on a  
   donkey. He showed us what sort of messiah and savior he 
   was and what sort of reign God intended. He announced 
   the way of true peace. 
 

Leader:   Therefore, let us begin our prayers by first praying for 
   the earthly kingdoms of the world–that we would stop 
   our warring madness and our addiction to violence, that 
   we would be unwilling to do anything that costs the  
   future of our children or destroy God’s creation. That we 
   may listen to Jesus. 
  

People:   Hosanna, blessed is the one who comes in the name of 
   the Lord! 
 

Leader:   Let us pray that God would raise up leaders in our  
   country, our states, and our cities who will pursue peace 
   and justice, who will care for the poor and lowly, who 
   will stand by the down-trodden and craft policies and  
   laws that protect the most vulnerable. We pray for the 
   brave. That they may listen to Jesus. 
 

People:   Hosanna, blessed is the one who comes in the name of 
   the Lord! 
 

Leader:   Let us pray for Church Universal, that in every local  
   manifestation, each would embody Christ’s humility,  
   love, and service. That each would teach the ways of  
   everlasting peace by resisting evil and announcing hope. 
   That each would listen to Jesus. 
 

People:   Hosanna, blessed is the one who comes in the name of 
   the Lord! 
 

Leader:   Let us pray for all who suffer and those in any trouble.  
 

All are invited to add their intercessions. 
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   Let their hearts be visited by the hope of the vision of 
   Jesus, where in all life’s troubles, God is not far. Indeed, 
   let all know that God is never absent. That all would  
   listen to Jesus. 
 

People:   Hosanna, blessed is the one who comes in the name 
   of the Lord! 
 

Leader:   Let us now announce our thanksgivings, because God 
   showers us with mercy and joy.  
 

All are invited to add their thanksgivings. 
 

   Let us praise God with the angels who sing of the  
   eternal glory saturating all of reality, the reality Jesus  
   knew even on the cross, the reality that was revealed  
   when he rose from the dead. That we would listen to  
   Jesus. 
 

People:   Hosanna, blessed is the one who comes in the name 
   of the Lord! 
 

Leader:   Finally, let us pray with the saints who have entered  
   into light, for our dearly departed. 
 

Please add the names of the departed. 
 

   That now, embraced in the everlasting arms of God,  
   they are ever leaning in and listening to Jesus. 
 

People:   Hosanna, blessed is the one who comes in the name 
   of the Lord! 
 

Celebrant:  Today, Jesus, we have heard you announce the message 
   of peacemaking in the world that you love. We know  
   you are with us. We are listening to you. Come reign in 
   the work of our hands and in the meditations of our  
   hearts. Hosanna, blessed is the one who comes in the  
   name of the Lord! 
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The Confession 

  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

All:  Most merciful God, 
  we confess that we have sinned against you 
  in thought, word, and deed, 
  by what we have done, 
  and by what we have left undone. 
  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
  we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
  have mercy on us and forgive us; 
  that we may delight in your will, 
  and walk in your ways, 
  to the glory of your Name.  Amen. 
 
The Absolution      
 

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your  
     sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
     goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
     eternal life. Amen. 
 

 

The Peace    
 

Celebrant:  The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People:      And also with you. 
 

The people and the ministers greet one another. 
 
 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

 
 

Announcements   

 

                     



17 

                   

      The Great Thanksgiving 

 
Offertory sentence   

 

Offertory                                                     Moses Hogan  

Ride On, King Jesus 
Members of the St. Thomas Choir 

Patricia Pietrzyk, director 
Benjamin Belew, accompanist     

            

 
Celebrant:   All things come of you, O Lord. 
People:   And of your own have we given you. 
 

 
Sursum Corda                                            Eucharistic Prayer A 
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Celebrant:  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and  
   everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty,  
   Creator of heaven and earth. 
 

     Through Jesus Christ our Lord. For our sins he was  
   lifted high upon the cross, that he might draw the whole 
   world to himself; and, by his suffering and death, he  
   became the source of eternal salvation for all who put 
   their trust in him. 
 

     Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with   
   Angels and Archangels and with all the company of  
   heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the  
   glory of your Name: 
 
Sanctus                                                         Hymnal S-130, F. Schubert 

You are invited to sing along.  Zoom participants, please stay muted.  

                                                                         18                            continued next page 
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Celebrant:    
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for 
yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil 
and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal 
Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to 
reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 
 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in 
obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord 
Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my 
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, 
he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood 
of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me." 
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Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

Celebrant and People: 
  Christ has died. 
  Christ is risen. 
  Christ will come again. 
 

Celebrant: 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this 
sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, 
and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and 
Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life 
in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy 
Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the 
last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal 
kingdom.  
 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, 
and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 
 

  As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  
 

Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your Name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
        on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those 
        who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
    and deliver us from evil. 
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For the kingdom, the power, 
    and the glory are yours, 
    now and for ever.   Amen. 
 

 

The Breaking of the Bread  
 

 

The Fraction Anthem 

Celebrant: Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.  
People:  Therefore let us keep the feast. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Agnus Dei             Hymnal S-164, F. Schubert 

You are invited to sing along.  Zoom participants, please stay muted.  
 

continued next page 
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Celebrant:  The gifts of God for the people of God. 
 

 

The Communion                   

 

         Everyone is invited to come to the altar railing during Communion.  
 

• You may stand or kneel at the altar rail, as you are able.  
• The wine will be served in the chalice and in the small cups. The chalice will 

precede the cups.  f you do not reach for the chalice, it will pass and the cups 
will follow.  (Please place the empty cup on one of the trays near the aisles.) 

• Please, do not dip the bread in the wine. 
• If you do not wish to receive communion, you may receive a blessing:  
       please cross your arms over your chest as a sign that you wish to be 
 blessed. 
• Gluten free bread is available upon asking. 
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Communion Hymn                                                            Hymnal #458 

 My Song Is Love Unknown 
vs 1,2,7  

Please join in singing the hymn.  Zoom participants stay muted. 
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Post Communion Prayer       led by the Celebrant,   said in unison 
 

All:  Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
  you have graciously accepted us as living members 
  of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
  and you have fed us with spiritual food 
  in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
  Send us now into the world in peace, 
  and grant us strength and courage 
  to love and serve you 
  with gladness and singleness of heart; 
  through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 
 
The Blessing                      Book of Occasional Services 
 

Celebrant:  Bow down before the Lord. 
 

Please bow or kneel. 
 

   Almighty God, we pray you graciously to behold this 
   your family, for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing 
   to be betrayed, and given into the hands of sinners, and 
   to suffer death upon the cross; who lives and reigns for 
   ever and ever.  
All:   Amen. 
 
 
 
 
Closing Hymn                                                                    Hymnal #474 

see next page 
When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 

Please join in singing the hymn.  Zoom participants stay muted. 
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Dismissal 

   Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
People:       Thanks be to God.   
 
 
 

Postlude  

 
 

 
 
 

Serving today 
 Celebrant:   The Rev. Salying Wong 

Preacher: Lou Poulain, Licensed Lay Preacherr 
Eucharistic Minister: Naveen 

Lectors: Susan McVey, John McVey 
Psalmist: Patricia Pietrzyk 

Greeters: MaryJane Johnson, Pat Turnbull,  
Stephanie Daugherty, Donna Cobb 

 

Members of the St. Thomas Choir 
Patricia Pietrzyk, director 

Benjamin Belew, accompanist 
 

Tech lead: Steve Williams 
Zoom Host:  Susan Durham Powers 

 
 

Introductions to Lectionary readings          from sundaysandseasons.com 

Palm Sunday  Year C 
 

Isaiah 50:4-9a 
Second Isaiah, probably arising during the exile about 550 bce, 
includes four “Servant Songs,” in which Israel itself, described as 
God’s servant, is chosen and anointed with God’s Spirit to bring 
justice to the people. Isaiah 50, the third Servant Song, is spoken in 
the first person and emphasizes the humiliation endured by the 
servant, described as a teacher, whose trust is in God. 
 

Philippians 2:5-11 
Philippians is a letter sent by Paul and his associates to the church in 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2025-4-13/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2025-4-13/0
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Philippi, an important Roman city, late in Paul’s career. The letter 
stresses the joy of the gospel, despite trying circumstances. Paul 
quotes an early Christian hymn, perhaps his own composition, that 
affirms faith in Christ Jesus as the incarnation of God. Christ, having 
emptied himself, was ultimately exalted by God as Lord. To Paul’s 
Christian readers, “Lord” suggested both “honored sir” and “YHWH.” 
 

Palm Gospel:  Luke 19:28-40  (41-44) 
In Luke’s account of the entry into Jerusalem, the crowd echoes the 
song of the angels at Jesus’ birth (Luke 2:14). As befits Luke’s 
attention to Gentile readership, he omits Matthew’s quote from 
Zechariah and the reference in Mark and Matthew to King David. 
 

See additional introductory notes for Palm Sunday on the inside cover.  
 
 

 
 

 
Today in the Parish 

   
The Altar Flowers are replaced by greens in Lent. 
 

Easter flower donations and dedications should be 
made with the office by Thursday, April 17.     
    office@stthomas-svale.us 
 
 
 

After worship today please join us in Cowans Hall across the 
courtyard for coffee hour. 
 

 
Nametags are appreciated by newcomers and others, too. You are 
welcome to write your name on one of the blanks available at the table 
at the back of the church OR bring your own from the glove 
compartment in your car or wherever you may stash them.  

 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2025-4-13/0
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Upcoming Events  
 

Important Dates for Your Calendar 
 

Liturgical Year C (the Year of the gospel of Luke): 
• April 13 to April 19: HOLY WEEK 
• April 20: EASTER SUNDAY 
 
 

Get ready for Holy Week!  Holy Week is April 13 to April 19.    
In this week, we rehearse the high point of the liturgical year, the 
drama of Christ’s passion (passion, meaning “suffering”). This year, 
we separate Palm Sunday from Passion Sunday. As you may know, 
Holy Week usually begins with a big Sunday that has two names: 
Palm Sunday and Passion Sunday. It tracks Jesus' triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem and then immediately the crowd calls for his crucifixion. 
With so much going on, there’s not enough space to really consider 
how we move from palms to passion. One of the major themes is the 
manifestation of violence and how it takes the crowd captive and not 
just the authorities and the soldiers. In our time, it would behoove us 
to consider how violence works and moves. So, this year, we will 
mark only Palm Sunday on a Sunday, do formation/education during 
Holy Monday through Thursday and leave the passion for Good 
Friday. You will have your kit to help you enter into the passion. 
 

This year also, we will return the Agape Meal on Maundy Thursday. 
This meal is an interesting meal–it is connected to the 
commemoration of the Last Supper, but also the love feasts potlucks 
that happen in addition to the commemoration. Historically, this got 
out of hand, as we hear from 1 Corinthians to the point where the 
Agape Meal was forbidden by the Ecumenical Council of Laodicea in 
396. In lieu of the meal, some traditions (Orthodox) blessed bread for 
people to take home for dinner or to give away at the end of the 
service, outside of communion. During the Protestant Reformation, 
some groups started practicing the Agape Meal again. Seeing that we 
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didn’t return to the excesses of the Corinthian community, a number 
of churches have official liturgy for it, including Episcopalians. Our 
Agape Meal liturgy can be found in the Book of Occasional Services. 
 

Also added to Maundy Thursday will be an altar of repose. This will 
be a secondary altar with the reserved sacrament that will signify 
waiting with Jesus in Gethsemane when he prays before he is killed. 
 

One final note for this year is that we will be marking Holy Saturday 
with a quiet monastic-like service. We’re calling it, “Awaiting the 
Third Day.” It will not be an Easter Vigil, but another offering from 
the Book of Common Prayer, another kind of vigil. My intention is to 
give us more time to enter the depths that Good Friday started, so that 
by Easter Sunday, the resurrection will have one of deep release and 
joy. 
 

 

Schedule for Holy Week and Easter  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Holy Week 

April 13 8am and 
10:30am 

Palm Sunday (no Passion);  
Pick up Holy Week Kits 

April 14- 
           16 

 Mark Holy Monday - Holy Wednesday 
with Holy Week Kit 

April 15 5pm Holy Tuesday: Centering Prayer 

April 16 12:15pm Noonday Prayer with elements of  
Tenebrae 

April 17 6pm Maundy Thursday: Agape Meal, Foot-
Washing, Holy Eucharist, Stripping of the 
Altar and Altar of Repose (in-person on-
ly) 

April 18 12:15pm-
1:30pm 

Good Friday: Proper Liturgy (hybrid) 

April 18 6pm Good Friday: Stations of the Cross–
online only 

                                                                         30                     continued next page 
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Easter Brunch – April 20 at Noon, Cowans Hall 
Following the festive Easter Service at 10:30 am on April 20, we will 
continue the celebration of Christ’s resurrection with a festive brunch 
in Cowans Hall.  While the crew finishes final brunch preparation, 
please mingle and munch hors d’oeuvres. Our meal will be meat and 
vegetarian lasagnas with hot bread. Punch and sangria, in addition to 
our usual beverages, will be provided.   
We will need your help to fill in the rest – to be better organized, sign
-up lists may be found at the back of the church. We need: 

1. Hors d’oeuvres for the pre-brunch 
2. Specialty salads and side dishes to complement the meal 
3. Desserts! 

Above all, we need everyone to come in a party mood to join our 
celebration! 
 

 
Offerings During Holy Week and Easter  Each year, the 
offering given on Good Friday goes to the Diocese of Jerusalem in 
the Holy Land. Our Easter Offering will be shared with Santa Maria 
Urban Ministries. Thank you for your generosity.  
 
 

Diocesan Spring Renewal: Saturday-Sunday May 16-17 
         All Saints Day School, 8060 Carmel Valley Rd. Carmel. 

April 18 12:15pm-
1:30pm 

Good Friday: Proper Liturgy (hybrid) 

April 18 6pm Good Friday: Stations of the Cross–
online only 

April 19 6pm Holy Saturday Contemplative Vigil: 
Awaiting the Third Day 

Easter 

April 20 10:30am             
(no 8am) 

Easter Sunday Holy Eucharist and            
Baptism; Egg Hunt & Easter Breakfast  
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Spring Renewal is a time for joyful connection, worship, learning, and 
inspiration. This gathering is open to EVERYONE in the Diocese.  
Highlights include an awards banquet Friday evening, and on Saturday 
special presentations by the Rt. Rev. Barry Beisner, Bishop Provisional 
of Navajoland, and the Rv. Cn. Cornelia Eaton, Canon to the Ordinary, 
who will share stories will share stories of their shared ministry, the 
challenges and beauty of their work, and the sacred 
dialogue between Navajo spirituality and the Episcopal 
tradition. 
For additional details and registration, pick up a flier 
from the table at the back of the church  
                   OR scan the QR code. 
 

 
Save the Date: All of St. Thomas is invited to  

Salying and Andrew’s Marriage Blessing  
on June 21st at 3PM at St. Thomas.  

The Rt. Rev. Lucinda Ashby will preside.  
Please RSVP by April 15 at website: 

 withjoy.com/salying-and-andrew  
                       or scan the QR code. 

  RSVP Password:  sway2025 

 
 

 
General Announcements 

 
 

Library notes - April books  
April is National Poetry Month 
Love Poems from God: twelve sacred voices from the 
east and the west by Daniel Ladinsky.  
In this luminous collection, Daniel Ladinsky interprets 
the work of twelve of the world’s finest spiritual 

https://mandrillapp.com/track/click/30637202/withjoy.com?p=eyJzIjoiYlBVbTR0aE9EREFpam9sTWVUWlQyN2Z4Nm5zIiwidiI6MSwicCI6IntcInVcIjozMDYzNzIwMixcInZcIjoxLFwidXJsXCI6XCJodHRwczpcXFwvXFxcL3dpdGhqb3kuY29tOjQ0M1xcXC9zYWx5aW5nLWFuZC1hbmRyZXdcIixcImlkXCI6XCI3ZTZhOTFh
https://poets.org/national-poetry-month
https://stec-ind.skathi.opalsinfo.net/bin/index#/recDetail?kw0=Love%20Poems%20from%20God&sf0=1016&recType=&pSize=20&pNum=1&sortAttr=31&sortOrder=1&op=search&dbType=&boolop0=&dbIdx=0&recRsPos=4&b2rsUrlId=6377a6e9ef171c6061b30fc87af80db3
https://stec-ind.skathi.opalsinfo.net/bin/index#/recDetail?kw0=Love%20Poems%20from%20God&sf0=1016&recType=&pSize=20&pNum=1&sortAttr=31&sortOrder=1&op=search&dbType=&boolop0=&dbIdx=0&recRsPos=4&b2rsUrlId=6377a6e9ef171c6061b30fc87af80db3
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writers, six from the East and six from the West. He reveals his talent 
for culling the essence of classic poetry for a modern audience. 
His poems are not translations in a literal sense. Rather than capture 
the form of a particular classical work, Ladinsky crafts poems that 
release the spirit of these timeless writers - Rabia, Meister Eckhart, 
St. Thomas Aquinas, Mira, St. Catherine of Siena, St. Teresa of Avila, 
St. John of the Cross, Tukaram and others. 
 

In the Company of Christ: a pilgrimage through 
Holy Week by Benedicta Ward. 
With In the Company Christ, Sister Benedicta Ward, a 
church historian, guides us through the history of 
Christian procession. Through the practice of 
pilgrimage, we live the resurrection and join a wide 
Christian community. Pilgrimage is a way into the 
eternal Jerusalem, a way into the Gospel. 
 

'Twas the Morning of Easter by Glenys Nellist.  
 "In the beloved rhythms and rhyme of the classic 
poem " 'Twas the Night Before Christmas," 'Twas the 
Morning of Easter  tells the story of the resurrection of 
Jesus in a fresh, inspiring way and features joyful 
illustrations that bring the story to life for children"   
- Publisher. 
 

In honor of Arbor Day  April 18. 
Wangari Maathai and the trees of Kenya by Donna 
Jo Napoli. 
The true story of Wangari Muta Maathai, known as 
“Mama Miti,” who in 1977 founded the Green Belt 
Movement, an African grassroots organization that 
has empowered many people to mobilize and combat 
deforestation, soil erosion, and environmental 
degradation. Today, more than 30 million trees have 
been planted throughout Mama Miti’s native Kenya, 

and in 2004 she became the first African woman to win the Nobel 
Peace Prize. Wangari Muta Maathai has changed Kenya tree by 

https://stec-ind.skathi.opalsinfo.net/bin/index#/recDetail?kw0=In%20the%20Company%20of%20Christ:%20a%20pilgrimage%20through%20Holy%20Week&sf0=1016&recType=&pSize=20&pNum=1&sortAttr=31&sortOrder=1&op=search&dbType=&boolop0=&dbIdx=0&recRsPos=0&b2rsUrlId=a7445fd
https://stec-ind.skathi.opalsinfo.net/bin/index#/recDetail?kw0=In%20the%20Company%20of%20Christ:%20a%20pilgrimage%20through%20Holy%20Week&sf0=1016&recType=&pSize=20&pNum=1&sortAttr=31&sortOrder=1&op=search&dbType=&boolop0=&dbIdx=0&recRsPos=0&b2rsUrlId=a7445fd
https://stec-ind.skathi.opalsinfo.net/bin/index#/recDetail?kw0=Easter%20-%20juvenile&sf0=1016&recType=&pSize=20&pNum=1&sortAttr=31&sortOrder=1&op=search&dbType=&boolop0=&dbIdx=0&recRsPos=0&b2rsUrlId=2546ff394d0d81a70f7b6d306cc9d796
https://www.arborday.org/
https://stec-ind.skathi.opalsinfo.net/bin/index#/recDetail?kw0=planting%20trees&sf0=1016&recType=&pSize=20&pNum=1&sortAttr=31&sortOrder=1&op=search&dbType=&boolop0=&dbIdx=0&recRsPos=1&b2rsUrlId=5de85bbc4f80e61614cab0b75855be02
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tree—and with each page turned, children will realize their own 
ability to positively impact the future.  
 

New Archives Display - The Vestment Sewing Guild 

The Vestment Sewing Guild was started in the mid 1960s by 
MaryAnn Maloney and Joyce Hoover. 
The display includes pictures of Ruby Brenner modeling a green 
chasuble, and other members using their sewing skills to make stoles. 
There is a list of members who sewed the vestments and stoles, 
worked on the needlepoint kneelers, and hemmed and embroidered 
the linens. 
A Gentlemen’s Auxillary included Rev. Bill Cowans. The men 
worked on repairing the frames and whatever needed to be done. 
Other pictures of the Vestment Sewing Guild will be rotated in the 
display case during the next few weeks. 
                             Submitted by the Archives Committee 
 
 

Thanksgiving and Memorial Donations to Altar Guild  
Our altar guild appreciates your support in making our space holy 
and beautiful.  You can make a donation for fresh flowers on a 
designated date or a general donation for supplies, like communion 
wine and bread and oil for the candles.  You can make this donation 
online or by check, with “altar guild” on the memo line.  If 
applicable, please also include (1) the date for the commemoration 
and (2) the person or occasion to be commemorated.  Please note: the 
Flower Book in the narthex has been updated with pages for 2025. 
 
 

Pledges, Offerings & Donations 

Your pledges and other donations may always be mailed to the 
church office and marked to the attention of the Treasurer.  

When donating by check, please make the check payable to “St. 
Thomas Episcopal Church”.   

We encourage you to mail in your pledges and offerings to the church 
or use our online donation option, described below. 
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Online Giving  Please look for the “GIVE” option on the main menu 
bar on the St. Thomas website.  It is located on the upper right side of 
the home page.  Once you select “GIVE”, you will be taken to a new 
page where you may donate through PayPal, using a debit  or credit 
card. OR, if you prefer, you may go directly to the PayPal site 
through the following link: 
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-
xclick&hosted_button_id=9C43D8TLRQCLU&source=url 
    OR by scanning the QR code. 
If you choose to give online, please be aware that 
St. Thomas does pay a fee for each transaction. 
Also, if you choose to donate securities, please 
contact the Treasurer, Jim Cobb, if you need the 
account number and transfer information.  It is 
important to notify us when the transaction is 
submitted to ensure our prompt attention to your 
donation! 

 

As always, we want to say “Thank You!”    
Peace, Jim Cobb 
 

 
St. Thomas Library hours The church library will be open on 
Sundays after the 8 a.m. service, and again after the 10:30 service. 
Carol or a member of the Library Committee will be available to 
answer questions on Fridays from 10-12; after 12:00 our 
administrator Anne will be available until 4:00 to open the door for 
you. Call 408-736-4155 for access, or knock loudly! We request that 
you remember to wear your mask. 

 
 

Small Groups and Spiritual Formation Ministries 
 
 

 

Agape Circle  is the parish potluck gathering for food, fellowship 
and fun. These engagements usually happen on a Friday evening with 

https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=9C43D8TLRQCLU&source=url
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=9C43D8TLRQCLU&source=url
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an activity. For 2025, we are scheduling Agape Circle in months that 
are light with activity. The next one will be May 9 at 6:30pm. (In 
previous publications, the date was set for May 2. Please note the 
change.) 
 
 

St Thomas Stepping Stones Jail Ministry 
Get proximate to the pain and you will make the deepest 
connection.  Join the St. Thomas Stepping Stone Jail ministry and get  
proximate to those who are in need of community and love.  You can 
participate by becoming a pen-pal and/or visiting people in jail 
(requires special training).   
Marilyn Winans and Naveen Prasad are the liaison to this 
ministry.  Please request their contact information through the office. 
 
 

Children’s Ministry  Pam Storrer is leading our children’s Sunday 
School.  Pastor Salying leads our youth ministry.   Please contact 
them through the church office or website:  www.stthomas-svale.org 
 

Companionship Ministry (formerly known as Senior Ministry) 
“To make a connection with those who are unable to attend services 
on a regular basis and to support those who have gone through a 
significant event.” Contact Pastor Salying, or Carol Campbell. 
 
 

 Zooming in Men’s Spiritual Growth Group                                                   
Yes! Now you can be there in your pajamas (at least), and therefore 
sleep a bit longer. But on the other hand we can no longer advertise 
coffee + if you arrive a bit early.  We are now meeting weekly with a 
standard format, alternating between wondering what the scriptures 
might be leading us to personally on the 2nd and 4th Saturdays (9-10 
AM on your computer), and on the other Saturdays, a check-in and 
just for sanity’s sake (starting at 9 AM).  Our Zoom meetings are 
password protected so you’ll need to connect with Chris Schmidt 
(randischris@gmail.com) if you are new to the group. We invite all 
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men (even those not a part of St. Thomas) to join with us for 
fellowship and good discussion.  
 
 

St. Thomas offers English Language Classes.   
A class for Chinese speakers meets most Fridays at 10:00am in the 
church.  A class for Japanese speakers meets Wednesdays at 12:45pm 
in the church.  
 
 

Craft Group The Craft Group plans to continue meeting in the new 
year on the second and fourth Thursdays of the month from 1:00pm 
to 3:00pm in the library.   The next meetings are March 27 and  April 
10. Please join us!  
 
 

Book Club The Book Club meets once a month by Zoom, usually 
the last Monday evening of the month, at 7pm. We are an open book 
club: All are welcome, whether you have read the book or not. Our 
next meeting will take place on Monday, May 5 (rescheduled from 
April 28), when we meet to discuss Tell Me Everything  by Elizabeth 
Strout.  The Pulitzer-prize-winning author returns to the town of 
Crosby, Maine, and to her beloved cast of characters—Lucy Barton, 
Olive Kitteridge, Bob Burgess, and more—as they deal with a 
shocking crime in their midst, fall in love and yet choose to be apart, 
and grapple with the question, as Lucy Barton puts it, “What does 
anyone’s life mean?”  
Please join us—contact this month’s host, Dorothy F through our 
website   www.stthomas-svale.org/contact  to request the Zoom link. 
 

 

 

 

http://www.stthomas-svale.org/contact
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Weekly Worship at St. Thomas  
 
 

 

Tuesdays, 5pm Centering Prayer   
 led by Pastor Salying 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89609758620  
Dial-in option: 1 669 900 9128  

meeting ID# 89609758620 
or scan the QR code 

 
 

 

Wednesdays, 12:15pm Noonday Prayer  
with Commemoration of  Saints led by Pastor Salying:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86313271549           
Dial-in option: 1 669 900 9128  

meeting ID# 86313271549 
or scan the QR code 

 
 

 

Thursdays, 6:30pm  Intercessory Prayer Group on Zoom   
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82381715053?

pwd=UmN1QXZ4UjNWdWdZbmZFYk9Bd0VwQT09  

Meeting ID: 823 8171 5053      Passcode: 189002  
One tap mobile: 

+16699009128,,82381715053#,,,,*189002# US  
(San Jose) 

or scan the QR code 
 
 
 
 

 Sundays:           8am Holy Eucharist Rite I   in the church                            

         and  10:30am Holy Eucharist Rite II  in the church        
with simultaneous livestream on Zoom: :    
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82690025101 

 Dial-in option: 1 669 900 9128  ID: 826 9002 5101 
or scan the QR code 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89609758620
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86313271549
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82381715053?pwd=UmN1QXZ4UjNWdWdZbmZFYk9Bd0VwQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82381715053?pwd=UmN1QXZ4UjNWdWdZbmZFYk9Bd0VwQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82690025101
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Please see website  

www.stthomas-svale.org 

for additional week-to-week up-dates. 

http://www.stthomas-svale.org
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Welcome 
St. Thomas' Parish is a reconciling, affirming, and inclusive Christian 
community striving through worship, love, and service to welcome all 
people just as God created them.  No matter where you are on your journey 
of faith, and whether you are single, married, divorced, separated, or 
partnered, our welcome knows no boundaries of age, race, ethnicity, 
culture, gender identity and gender expression, sexual orientation, 
economic condition, physical, or mental ability.  God delights in the 
diversity of creation, and so do we! 

Parish Mission Statement 
 

St. Thomas is joyfully on the way!  

We are becoming whom Jesus calls us to be:  a spiritually-centered 

community dedicated to creating connections with God, each other, 

and our neighbors, so that we might walk together with love  

toward justice, compassion, and hope. 

Rector:  The Rev. Salying Wong……………..pastorsalying@stthomas-svale.us     
Adjunct Priest:  The Rev. Barbara Stewart..…………….....................barbarastewart001@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Jim Cobb….. ………………………………..…………….Finance@stthomas-svale.org 

Parish Administrator: Anne Buelteman………… ……………….….office@stthomas-svale.org 

Children’s Ministry Co-ordinator.: Pam Storrer…..………………...family_ministry@stthomas-svale.org 

Library and Resource Center Coordinator: Carol Campbell ….........resourcecenter@stthomas-svale.org 

Music Director: Patricia Pietrzyk,…………………………….............. patriciapietrzyk@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor: Anne Buelteman.……………...………...................office@stthomas-svale.org 

Accompanist (organ/piano): Benjamin Belew ……………………….. mephistoape@gmail.com  

Our Daily Bread (ODB) Coordinator: David Barnes………...............408-736-4108, odb@stthomas-svale.org 

 

THE VESTRY OF ST. THOMAS EPISCOPAL CHURCH, SUNNYVALE 
 

Joe Gutierrez, Senior Warden  2025   2026   2027 
Emilee Wilhelm-Leen, Junior Warden Joe Gutierrez  Jeannie Battagin  Ann Kopischke 
     Pam Storrer         Naveen Raja  Eric Larkin 
      Ann Kopischke, Clerk  Emilee Wilhelm-Leen Tian Zhu  Charlie Mendoza 

      

DELEGATES TO CONVENTION 
 Mabel Cheng  Stephanie Daugherty        Susan Durham Powers      Aer van de Water  

      
 

       St. Thomas website: www.stthomas-svale.org 

 


