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Fourth Sunday after  the Epiphany  

The Presentation of Our Lord  
 

 
 

Holy Eucharist                            Rite IIñ10:30am 

February 2, 2025 
 

Welcome to worship this morning. 

We are so happy you are here today, in-person and online. 
 
 

For those who have vulnerable health issues, our 10:30am services always 
offers an option to worship from the safety of home.  Please stay home if you 
feel sick.   
 

For those attending remotely, you may connect in either of two ways: 
 

1.  by computer or smartphone (video and audio): 
You may access our ZOOM meeting on the following link:                                                           

     https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82690025101  

2. by telephone (audio only):                                                                                                      
Dial +1 669 900 9128        Meeting ID: 826 9002 5101 

 

When prompted for a participant number, touch the pound key ( # ) . 
Please follow the usual procedures for muting and unmuting (*6 )  and raising a 
hand (*9 ).      For the sake of audio clarity, your mic will be muted on entry.  
 
 

 Please note:  Regarding joining us on Zoom, we welcome newcomers and 
 appreciate your on-time attendance.  If you arrive more than 15 minutes 
 after the service begins, our Zoom protocols may not permit your joining 
 the service.  Equally important, please be sure that your zoom account ID 
 includes your first  and last name.  We look forward to seeing you. 
 
 
 

 

Prelude 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82690025101
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from  The Book of Occasional Services 

 

Please place the candles you wished to have blessed  
on the table with the votive candles in the nave.  

 

Please take a taper that will be lit for the procession.  
 

 

At the table of candles, the Officiant greets the people with these words: 

  
Officiant:  Light and peace in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

People:     Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Officiant: Dear people of God, forty days ago we celebrated the 
   joyful feast of the incarnation of Jesus. Today we recall 
   the day on which he was presented in the temple,  
   fulfilling the law of Moses. Led by the Spirit, Simeon 
   and Anna came to the temple, recognized the child as the 
   Christ, and proclaimed him with joy. United by the same
   Spirit, we now enter the house of God, where we shall 
   recognize Christ in the breaking of bread.  
 

   Let us pray.  
     

   O eternal God, who has created all things; on this day 
   you fulfilled the petitions of the just Simeon: we humbly 
   ask you to bless and sanctify these candles for our use. 

The Feast of the Presentation is celebrated on February 2,  

forty days after Christmas and halfway point to the Spring equinox. 

This feast has been called other names, including the Purification of 

the Virgin Mary and Candlemas.  In some traditions, this day 

represented the end of the Season of Epiphany, which was marked by 

a procession of lights to the streets, to represent carrying the light of 

Christ outside the church building into ordinary life.  Aptly then, it was 

also thought of as the beginning of ordinary time and a countdown to 

Lent and Easter. 
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   Graciously hear our prayers and be merciful to us,  
   whom you have redeemed by your Son, who is the light 
   of the world, and who lives and reigns with you and the 
   Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. Amen.  

 
During the following canticle, the taper candles are lighted.  

 

 

Canticle                          Wonder, Love, and Praise #819 

Song of Simeon 
The congregation may join the choir in singing the refrain.  

Zoom participants please stay muted. 
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Officiant:  Let us pray. 
   O God, source of all light, you revealed to the aged  
   Simeon your light which enlightens the nations. Fill our 
   hearts with the light of faith, that we who bear these  
   candles may walk in the path of goodness, through Jesus 
   Christ the Light of the World.  
 
 
 
The Procession  

   Let us go forth in peace. 
People:   In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 

The altar party processes to the chancel steps . 
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Opening Hymn                                                             Hymnal #657 

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 
All join in singing the hymn; Zoom participants please stay muted. 

          
                   6                                 continued next page 
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Officiant:  Let us pray. 
  

   O God, you have made this day holy by the presentation 
   of your Son in the Temple, and by the purification of the 
   Blessed Virgin Mary: Mercifully grant that we, who  
   delight in her humble readiness to be the birth-giver of 
   the Only- begotten, may rejoice for ever in our adoption 
   as his siblings sisters and brothers; through Jesus Christ 
   our Lord. Amen. 
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Antiphon 
  

We have waited in silence on your loving-kindness, 

 O Lord, in the midst of your temple. 
  

Your praise, like your Name, O God, reaches to the world's end;  
 your right hand is full of justice. 
 
 

             8                             continued next page 
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Collect for the Presentation of our Lord                  

Celebrant:   The Lord be with you. 
People:        And also with you 
Celebrant:    Let us pray. 
 

   Almighty and everliving God, we humbly pray that, as 
   your only-begotten Son was this day presented in the  
   temple, so we may be presented to you with pure and  
   clean hearts by Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and  
   reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
   for ever.  Amen. 

 
 

After the Collect, all extinguish their candles.  
You are encouraged to keep your votive candle and use it for your prayers. 

 

 

 

The First Lesson:  Malachi 3:1-4 
 

 Thus says the Lord, See, I am sending my messenger to prepare 
the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come 
to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight-- 
indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the 
day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? 
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 For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap; he will sit as a 
refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi 
and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to 
the Lord in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem 
will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years. 
  

Lector:   Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Churches. 
People:    Thanks be to God. 
 
 

 
Psalm 84                                                          Expansive Language Version 

The people join in singing the responses;  
Zoom participants please stay muted 

How dear to me is your dwelling, O Lord of hosts!  
My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the Lord; 
my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God. 
 

The sparrow has found her a house 
and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young;  
by the side of your altars, O Lord of hosts, 
my Sovereign and my God.  Refrain 

Happy are they who dwell in your house!  
they will always be praising you. 
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Happy are the people whose strength is in you!  
whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way. Refrain 

Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of 
springs,  
for the early rains have covered it with pools of water. 
 

They will climb from height to height,  
and the God of gods will appear in Zion. Refrain 

 

Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer;  
hearken, O God of Jacob. 
 

Behold our defender, O God;  
and look upon the face of your Anointed. Refrain 

For one day in your courts is better than a thousand in my own room,  
and to stand at the threshold of the house of my God 
than to dwell in the tents of the wicked. 
 

For the Lord God is both sun and shield;  
the Lord will give grace and glory;  Refrain  (as above) 
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No good thing will the Lord withhold  
from those who walk with integrity. 
 

O Lord of hosts,  
happy are they who put their trust in you! Refrain   

 
 
 
The Epistle:             Hebrews 2:14-18 
 

 Since God's children share flesh and blood, Jesus himself likewise 
shared the same things, so that through death he might destroy the one 
who has the power of death, that is, the devil, and free those who all 
their lives were held in slavery by the fear of death. For it is clear that 
he did not come to help angels, but the descendants of Abraham.   
 Therefore he had to become like his brothers and sisters in every 
respect, so that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in the 
service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the 
people. Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able 
to help those who are being tested. 
            

Lector:   Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Churches. 
People:    Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

Gradual Hymn                                             Hymnal #81 
see next page 

             Lo, How a Rose Eôer Blooming 
All are invited to sing along. Zoom participants, please stay muted.   
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