
A reading of Martin Luther King, Jr.’s letter to the white clergymen of Birmingham:

I am in Birmingham because injustice is here. Just as the prophets of the

eighth century B.C. left their villages and carried their “thus saith the Lord” far

beyond the boundaries of their home towns, and just as the Apostle Paul left his

village of Tarsus and carried the gospel of Jesus Christ to the far corners of the

Greco Roman world, so am I compelled to carry the gospel of freedom beyond my

own home town. Like Paul, I must constantly respond to the Macedonian call for

aid.

Moreover, I am cognizant of the interrelatedness of all communities and

states. I cannot sit idly by in Atlanta and not be concerned about what happens in

Birmingham. Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere. We are caught

in an inescapable network of mutuality, tied in a single garment of destiny.

Whatever affects one directly, affects all indirectly. Never again can we afford to

live with the narrow, provincial “outside agitator” idea. Anyone who lives inside

the United States can never be considered an outsider anywhere within its

bounds.

You deplore the demonstrations taking place in Birmingham. But your

statement, I am sorry to say, fails to express a similar concern for the conditions

that brought about the demonstrations. I am sure that none of you would want to

rest content with the superficial kind of social analysis that deals merely with

effects and does not grapple with underlying causes. It is unfortunate that

demonstrations are taking place in Birmingham, but it is even more unfortunate

that the city’s white power structure left the Negro community with no

alternative…
We know through painful experience that freedom is never voluntarily given

by the oppressor; it must be demanded by the oppressed. Frankly, I have yet to

engage in a direct action campaign that was “well timed” in the view of those who

have not suffered unduly from the disease of segregation. For years now I have

heard the word “Wait!” It rings in the ear of every Negro with piercing familiarity.

This “Wait” has almost always meant “Never.” We must come to see, with one of

our distinguished jurists, that “justice too long delayed is justice denied.”



Hear what the Spirit is saying to the churches.


